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®CITIZEN. HOW THE WORLD TELLS TIME. 


cee more people in the world depend on a watch 
made by Citizen than any other timepiece. Including 
Don and Helen Flynn, who both rely on a Citizen 
Aqualand Duplex. They especially appreciate thé  < 
two large digital windows displaying present gy 
depth and elapsed time. A push button can 
recall maximum depth and water temperature. 
The Aqualand also has depth and rapid ascent 
alarms, and is water-resistant to 200 meters. 
Because Don and Helen need a watch that’s 
as comfortable under the water as they are. 





Available at 


JCPENNEY 


At TUSA, we believe that you Featuring a compact, lightweight design, 
should be able to breathe the TR-390 is a mere 21.5 ounces — 
under-water almost as easily the lightest regulator in its class — 
as you do on land. That's making it the perfect choice for divers who 

why we designed the want high performance plus ease-of-use. 
TR-390 TUSA Ergonomically designed knobs are 
IMPREX AD2 easy to operate and are positioned to be 
Regulator with a readily at hand. And the high density 
second stage that silicone mouth-piece provides extra 
features an intake resistance adjustment and a deflector comfort while reducing jaw fatigue. 


to significantly reduce breathing resistance. Its Your regulator is the single most important 


balanced piston first-stage also ensures excellent air piece of diving equipment you own. 


flow for easy breathing and optimum performance. Fortunately, TUSA has made your choice easy. 


VISIT TUSA ON THE INTERNET: htpp://www/scubatimes.com/ads/products/tusa | /html The source of diving satisfaction. 
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14 SHAKIN’ Like Guppic IN A SHARK TANK — Cavorting with Humpbacks 
Organizing a three-week expedition with humpback whales, rebreathers, three liveaboards 


and National Geographic had Editor Fred D. Garth in a full-time panic. 


16 NIGHT VISION — Pursuing Phantoms in Palau 
Phantoms in the night, the secluded abyss of blue holes and luxury liveaboards 
are only a few of the tantalizing encounters experienced by Bret Gilliam in Palau. 


18 ISLAND OF THE MANTAS — Yap — Micronesia’s Time Capsule 
A few years ago, Yap zoomed up the charts out of nowhere with “guaranteed mantas.” 
Yap still guarantees underwater butterflies and also offers a weird culture where money 
is made of stone as reported by Eric Hanauer. 


22 BALANCING Act -— A Struggle in Costa Rica 
Progress vs. environment is a constant struggle, and Ellen Sarbone illustrates the conflict 
of this environmentally rich and growing country where “sustainable development” is the 
newest buzz phrase. 


28 DESTINATION UNKNOWN — Charting New Reefs in the Lau Group of Fiji 
Brandon D. Cole and Melissa Singh took the path less traveled on a reef-naming mission 
in the remote Lau Group. In their quest, they stumbled on more than they bargained for, 
like ancient tribal conflicts and turtle sacrifices. But, hey, the diving was incredible. 


36 SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEw — Borrowed and Blue in Belize 
Joe Miller attempts to add new staples to diving traditions like the Blue Hole, such as 
mingling with manatees or searching for a mysterious site called the Black Hole. 
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Cover Shot: Writer/photographer Catherine Castle pursues a Napoleon wrasse for a photographic opportunity in the 
Blue Hole area of Palau. Photo by Bret Gilliam. 
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There is a world beneath 
The Cayman Islands where the 
stingrays are playful, and the coral 
shines as bright as the sun. 


Here, you can learn to dive or 
perfect your skills in clear, 
protected waters teeming with 
life and brilliant with colour. 


In fact, our more than 200 unique 
sites provide more dive adventures 
than a lifetime would allow. 


Onshore, enjoy golf and tennis. 
Shopping and sightseeing. Miles 
and miles of relaxing, white sands. 
And the friendliest people in 
the British Caribbean. 


To fly here on a comfortable 
Cayman Airways jet, call your travel 
agent or 1-800-G-CAYMAN. 
For more information, call 
1-800-346-3313. 


Come dive Grand Cayman, 
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. 
And discover an underwater world 

that is safe, spectacular and 

yours to share. 


“Those who dive us, 
love us.” 








photo by Tanya Burnett 











pe RIPTIDE, 


There’s one thing you can always 
count on when three or four divers get 

together (especially if they have a 

fifth). Eventually, theyll begin telling 

war stories — you know, the-time-that- 
huge-shark-almost-ate-me type of sto- 
ries. So, in our never-ending quest to 
achieve journalistic nirvana, we’ve devoted 
an entire section of this issue to just that breed 
of tall sea tales (see the Advanced 
Diving Journal, pages 75-89). All of the 
authors claim that their stories are factu- 
al and some even have photos to prove 
it. We'll let you be the judge. Yet, 
whether truth or just a figment of excessive nitrogen, these anecdotes illustrate the 
myriad of mishaps available in the diving life. 

As it turns out, we received so many great stories they spilled over into next issue’s 
ADJ as well. Leading off this issue’s special section is a slightly embellished, but no 
less entertaining (and, in fact, based on fact) piece by Bret Gilliam in which he so elo- 
quently outlines the framework by which this editorial gem was created. 

It’s quite appropriate that we’re publishing these close-call articles during this time 
of the year, because May 1s the official Responsible Diver Month (see details, page 12). 
Not to say that our writers are irresponsible; they just like to ride the razor’s edge occa- 
sionally. Responsible Diver Month was created several years ago by some true diving 
visionaries to celebrate safety and awareness in our sport. It also emphasizes responsi- 
bility for one’s own diving safety. While the buddy system certainly has its virtues, ulti- 
mately, divers need to strive to be responsible for themselves. When we attain this goal, 
we'll all be a lot better off. 

Lots of dive stores nationwide will be observing RD Month during May, so it’s a 
great time to visit your favorite dive store, have your equipment checked out and tuned 
up, and maybe jump into the pool for a quick refresher dive before you face the ele- 
ments of the great blue. 

Speaking of which, I recently fulfilled an appointment with the big blue and big 
humpback whales in the Silver Bank in the southern Atlantic Ocean (80 miles north of 
the Dominican Republic). Naturally, just before I departed, | happened to read Doug 
Perrine’s frightful tale (page 82) in which he explains how he was nearly slashed to 
death by a humpback whale. I managed to escape the dreaded whale slashing but | 
came close to a few tail thrashings during our three-week expedition in this extraordi- 
nary place. Each winter, around 2,000 humpbacks go there to breed and give birth and 
we were there as well to observe and document. National Geographic Television came 
along to record the event with the host of National Geographic Explorer, Boyd Matson. 
I was promptly demoted from magazine editor to dinghy (not dingy) driver for the film 
crew (although six days in a rubber boat with the tropical sun beating down can play a 
nasty tune on the old gray matter). We were attempting to swim in harmony with these 
awesome creatures while utilizing modern rebreathers. Our luck ran both hot and cold, 
but that’s another story which will premier in the next issue. However, you can get a 
preview by looking for the National Geographic Explorer episode which is scheduled 
to air on TBS in April. Don’t look for me; I just drove the boat. 

Finally, for all of you Internet web-heads, Scuba Times Online continues to surge in 
growth. We now have over 350 pages of content covering everything from dive travel 
and equipment to dive medicine. As a matter of fact, we’ve added two more doctors, 
Dr. Charles Sutton and Dr. David Elliot, to our Medical Center for a total of three 
physicians to answer your pressing questions, of which there has been a downright flur- 
ry. Could there be a link (no pun intended) between Internet users and diving 
hypochondriacs? Hmmm, could be. Additionally, our photo section is getting beefed up 
and the STO look continues to evolve, adding more sizzle and user-friendliness. The 
propeller heads in our office are drooling over the prospect of another STO addition, 
the Cyber Phone. Instead of speaking over the net via the keyboard, the Cyber Phone will 
allow actual voice communication through STO to anyone in the world. And the beauty is 
that it’s a local call. It’s no wonder that AT&T has just jumped into the Internet game. 

That’s it from here. Enjoy and, remember, be a responsible diver. WN 
Fred D. Garth 


are D. Dont 


Garth and Gilliam with National Geographic 

expedition. Clockwise from left: Peck Euwer, 

NGE host Boyd Matson, Garth, Gilliam and 
cinamatographer Mike deGruy 


6 SCUBA TIMES 





TIMES 


Publisher/Editor-in-Chief ......... Fred D. Garth 
fredg@scubatimes.com 


Edit@et.... Amit .« (tan, et Christopher Grant 
chrisg@scubatimes.com 


Art DiveclOr (oS... . 2? . 2... Be, Scott Bieberich 


scottb@scubatimes.com 


Production Manager .......... Toni Reneé White 
toniw@scubatimes.com 


Creative Consultant .......... E. Blair Fischrupp 
blairf@scubatimes.com 


Advertising Manager.............. David Benz 
davidb@scubatimes.com 


Advertising Representative ....... Melinda Moore 
melindam@scubatimes.com 


Advertising Representative ......... Betsy Archer 
betsya@scubatimes.com 


Office Manager .............. Kara M. Griffith 


karag(@scubatimes.com 


Accounting Manager ........... Dianna Dudley 


diannad@scubatimes.com 


Fulfillment Director ........... Charlene Moseley 
charlenem@scubatimes.com 


Circulation Director ............. Laura Maurizi 
lauram@scubatimes.com 


Circulation Assistant ........... Sonya S. Critzer 
sonyas@scubatimes.com 


Internet Site Administrator ....... Wayne Getchell 
wayneg(@scubatimes.com 


Contributing Editors 
Kevin J. Freeland « Karl Shreeves * Marty Snyderman 
Bret Gilliam * Tom Morrisey * Franklin Viola * Ed Weber 
Doug Perrine * Jean Pierce * Norbert Wu © Scott Frier 


Scuba Times Online (Internet Web Site) 
http://www.scubatimes.com 


CompuServe E-mail 73241,1037 
Advertising (800) 234-0060; (904) 492-7805 


Subscriptions (800) 950-7282; (615) 726-4832 


sods MA 


PRINTED IN THE USA 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Continental U.S. (includes 
Puerto Rico, Guam and U.S. Virgin Islands) one year $17, 
two years $29. Canada, Mexico, and Foreign, one year $22, 
two years $39. Other international air mail, one year $38, 
two years $71. Sample copies $3.50. Send to Scuba Times, 
P.O. Box 40702, Nashville, TN 37204-0702. 


























Editorial contributions should be mailed to Scuba Times, 
Editorial Dept., 14110 Perdido Key Drive, Suite 16, 
Pensacola, FL 32507. They must be accompanied by a self- 
addressed, stamped return mailer. Scuba Times reserves the 
right to edit all materials as needed. Compensation is paid 
at the current rates and covers the author’s and/or photogra- 
pher’s right, interest in and title to the material. This also 
includes reprint rights and resale of material unless other 
arrangements are made in writing in advance. We assume 
no responsibility for unsolicited materials. Submissions 
shall automatically constitute an expressed warranty by the 
contributor that the material is original and is in no way an 
infringement on the rights of others. Copyright © 1996 by 
GBP, Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or 
part without written permission is prohibited. 





The opinions stated in the articles of Scuba Times are those 
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Sunny blue skies, tropical trade- 
winds, palm thatched cabanas, 
the second largest barrier reef in 
the world and a fully staffed and 
equipped dive center are all just 
part of what makes Ramon’s 
Village one of the most unique 
vacation spots in the world. 
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Sunbergris Caye, Beliz e 


See your travel agent or call 
800-Magic-15 or (601) 649-1990 


June 21-23 aboard 
the Queen gad 


. “THE Diving Event | 


of the Year!” 


¢ The Largest, Most 
Successful Consumer Dive 
Show in the United States 


¢ An Average of Over 10,000 
Have Attended Every Year 
for the Last 7 Years 


e Ninth Continuous Year 


¢ Continuous U/W Film 
Festival Featuring Premier 
Films 


¢ Seminars by Diving Experts 


¢ Hundreds of Exhibits 
Including New and 
Innovative Dive Gear, Top 
Scuba Experts and Authors, 
Exotic Dive Travel 
Representatives, Shipwreck 
Artifacts, Dazzling 
Underwater Photography 
and More! 


° PRIZES! * PARTIES! * FUN! 


THE DIVE SHOW 


For information 
call (310) 792-2333 
or fax (310) 792-2336 
©1996 St. Brendan Corp. 
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If the Editor of the Advanced Diving Journal Bret 
Gilliam isn’t hanging around restaurants drinking 
mass quantities of California Beaujolais and telling 
sea stories to Fred Garth (page 76), he’s frolicking 
around in the middle of the night, dancing with 
whales (that’s whales in the ocean, not in the bars). 
Author of 10 books, including his most recent The 
Complete Guide to Caribbean Liveaboard Dive Vessels 
(published by Scuba Times), Bret turned his attention to 
Pacific liveaboards to research his article about Palau (page 16). 





College professor and diving officer at California State University at Fullerton, Eric 
Hanauer takes us on a flight with the mantas of Yap (page 18) and has also found 
the time to write his third book Diving Micronesia, which covers the wonders of this 
area. His other books include Egyptian Red Sea and Diving Pioneers. 


Join award-winning photojournalist Brandon Cole and his 
fiance Melissa Singh as they explore and name new dive 
sites in the Lau group of Fiji on page 26. Their next 
adventure takes them into the land of matrimony. 
Brandon popped the question, and the couple is head- 
ing off to the Amazon or some far-off location for the 
ceremony in the near future. Congratulations and 
have a happy journey. 


After eating her first clam at age two, Ellen Sarbone 

began her love affair with the sea. Her love for the sea 

becomes apparent as she investigates the environmental 

impact of tourism in Costa Rica and also tells us on page 20 about the 

beauty Costa Rica is trying to protect. Besides being a writer and photographer, Ellen 
keeps busy with a weekly radio travel show broadcast in California. 


Around ten years ago, native Texan Joe Miller decided the state just wasn’t big enough 
for him, so he packed his underwater photo gear and moved to Belize - a country the 
size of Vermont. Three years ago, he founded Belize Magazine, which quickly became 
the preeminent publication about the diverse country. In this issue (page 34), Miller 
reveals some of his secret sites both above and below water, that he’s discovered during 
the past decade. 


Who says you can’t teach an old dog a new trick? While writing the article with his 
wife Sue on CD ROM Training, Dave Millhouser learned a few 

new things (either that or the heat from the computer monitor 
thawed what the New England winter froze). See what this 
new technology offers on page 45 and also enjoy Dave 
and Sue’s humorous stint about wetsuits on page 106. 






If you read the classic Moby Dick novel and weren’t 
put on the edge of your seat by its fictional tale, then 
scoot a little closer to the edge and begin reading page 
86 as photographer and filmmaker Bob Talbot tells a 
harrowing real-life tale which becomes a life lesson for 
all of us. For lighter entertainment, look for Bob’s book 
Ocean of Light, available this fall and for his video follow-up to 
Dolphins and Orcas in the near future. 
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LOS CABO S 
Wide range of 


hotel/dive packages 
available. 
For more information call 
Continental § = :!-800-433-0885 
More airline for your money. Fax 713-680-2306 


LANDS END DIVERS 
COME WITH US... 


You'll appreciate our friendly, 
professional and personalized 
services.We're located in 
Hotel Plaza Las Glorias Local A-5 


USA 1-800-675-DIVE 
TEL & FAX (52-114) 3-22-00 
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Cabo’s Original 
* Dive Headquarters 


For reservations Call: 
(i> 1-800-342-2644 
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_ JOIN THE ADVENTURE 





Pla: W Plaza Las Glorias 


Cabo San Lucas 
HOTEL, VILLAS & MALL #134 
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e 4 convenient PADI store locations 
« Newest fleet of custom dive boats 
¢ Airfare, hotel & diving packages 








| WATERSPORTS U.S.A. (800) 246-6226 
| FAX (310) 379-0896 
€> Melia Cabo Real MEXICO (52-114) 32986 
FAX (52-114) 31521 
| ie) Melia San Lucas http://www.CrossAdventure.com/Tio/ 
ine 
*papi- 
Hotel/Dive Packages | 
U.S. 714-728-1026 
714-728-1046 FAX 
Direct Sales’ Rentals * Classes * Dive Travel 


Ph/Fax 01 1-52-114-34004 


At Plaza Las Glorias, Between Seafood Mama’s & Baja Cantina. 


Photo by Ken Howard 











You Figure it Out 
Regarding the February 1996 
“Divesuit” issue and Fred’s Rip Tide 
comments, I suppose the photos are politi- 
cally correct but somewhat boring. Not to 
insult the photographer as the pictures are 
superb. Also please note that saying 
“politically correct” is politically incorrect 
because saying “politically correct” 
implies it is political and that may offend 
some nonpolitical people. And not only 
that, is it correct to use the word correct as 
it may not be correct if someone who is 
nonpolitical feels it is incorrect? The 
proper thing to say would be, uh—it would 
be, I guess sort of, well I have no idea 

what it would be. 

Bruce Bowker 
Carib Inn 
Bonaire 


Bruce, thanks for the insight. Just a 
suggestion though; a few days high up in 
the mountains where the air is really 
clean and fresh will do wonders for a 
severe case of lingering narcosis. 


Pleased 

I am writing in response to comments 
made in your February 1996 editorial 
about the toning down of your divesuit issue. 

While Fred Garth tries to justify past 
dive suit issues by saying “Cosmopolitan 
and Elle are far racier,” We as readers are 
not subscribing to Cosmopolitan or Elle. 
Maybe, Mr. Garth, you would understand 
“the logic of this assault” completely if 
the tables were turned. 

I am pleased to see that Scuba Times 
has taken a more conservative and realis- 
tic approach on the dive suit issue. 

As the mother of three young impres- 
sionable daughters (one a diver, one just 
beginning) who enjoy browsing through 
your pages, [| commend you for pho- 
tographing the models in the dive suits, 
instead of falling out. 

Carol Massetti 
McDonald, PA 


Helpful Hint 

I think Mr. Woosley from Canada 
might have been pulling your leg in his 
letter about underwater reading (Feb. 
1996, Letters). However, he might be seri- 
ous about needing information regarding 
seeing better underwater. 

As Mr. Gilliam replied, bifocal pre- 
scription lenses for dive masks can be 
obtained at most dive stores and at some 
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opticians. Also, there are many adapter 
kits advertised to facilitate mounting your 
own everyday glasses in your face mask. I 
have been using my glasses without the 
earpieces for about 15 years and have had 
no complaints. All that is additionally 
required is a thorough defogging applica- 
tion on both sides of the glasses. 

One simple homemade method of 
mounting the glasses uses a small plastic 
suction cup inside the face plate. Wire 
glasses frames with almost any kind of 
opening between the lenses can be easily 
pressed over the rear end of the cup. Also, 
plastic frames can be mounted with a min- 
imum amount of ingenuity. 


Irby Hartley 
Hixson, TN 


Keeping it Local 
I hope you continue the Dive America 
articles. I only plan one international trip 
(Caymans, Cozumel, etc.) a year but dive 
locally three times a month once it warms 
up. We travel up to five hours away from 
Cincinnati as long as camping and lodging 

are available. 

D. Hudson 
Cincinnati, OH 


Dive America articles will continue to 
expand, so look for more about USA div- 
ing. Also, dear readers, to help our edi- 
tors find out about great local diving, 
please send us info on your favorite back- 
yard dive site. It may be worthy of some ink. 


Conscientious 
In Dean Wagnon’s informative article 
on the yellowline arrow crab (Feb. 1996, 
Creature Feature), he mentions handling 
this crab twice. Only once does he suggest 
the crab was put back in the coral. It 
should be mentioned that the arrow crab 
has a relatively small familiar territory. 
Therefore, divers should be aware that if 
they pick up one of these wonderfully 
curious critters, they should not carry it 10 
yards away to show others and then just 
place it back on the reef anywhere. This 
would be equivalent to a UFO picking up 
Bubba Diver from his dive boat in the Red 
Sea and returning him to a dive boat in 
Lake Victoria. The arrow crab should be 
returned to the exact place from which it 
was taken, as is true of many of the 

ocean’s creatures. 

Roger Roth 
Cincinnati, OH 


Dear Abducted by Aliens: You are cor- 
rect; moving a critter can quickly turn it 
into a snack. However, we do advocate 
moving anyone named Bubba Diver from 
the dive boat into a cage with a sex-crazed 
alien octopus. 


Kudos and Question 

Greetings, friend! I absolutely love 
your web site—one of the nicest scuba 
sites ’ve found! I commend you! 

And also—how can I subscribe to your 
fine publication on-line? Do I submit my 
mailing address to the sales department? 

Thanks and have a terrific day. 

K. Bell 
Internet 


Dear K., if that actually is your real 
name, to best service our web head read- 
ers, you can now subscribe by interna- 
tional email, fax, modem, satellite tele- 
phone or even via a_ fiber optic 
teleconference with a global positioning 
satellite uplink through the Soviet Mir 
Spacestation (subscription must be in 
Russian) which is then microwave trans- 
mitted to a phone booth in Omaha where 
we pay a homeless Iranian midget to take 
your order. Actually, if your web browser 
supports it, you can click on to the icon on 
the STO home page to subscribe. Or, the 
simplest method is to call (800) 950-7782. 


Hey, Art Guy! 

I really enjoy reading the magazine — 
the overall quality is excellent and it’s the 
little things that help set it apart from the 
average dive rag. For example, the way 
you integrate pictures into the stories by 
not always using sharp edges and rectan- 
gular boxes makes the stories more entic- 
ing to read. Also, the stand-alone sections 
Fathoms Framed and ADJ within the 
magazine give the feel that one is reading 
several types of journals, albeit under one 
cover. Several sittings are usually neces- 
sary to fully absorb all of the information 
presented on the TCF paper. Keep up the 
good work! 

Steven Singer 
Northridge, CA 


Address letters to Scuba Times Magazine, 14110 Perdido 
Key Drive, Suite 16, Pensacola, Florida 32507, or con- 
tact us via CompuServe at 73241, 1037, or the Internet at 
www.scubatimes.com — Not all letters can be published 
and may be edited for space and clarity. 
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May isR ESPONSIBLE 


DIVERMONTH 


The year 1995 will be remembered by 
many as a tragic one for the diving com- 
munity. Two well-known diving personal- 
ities lost their lives to the sport they loved. 
World-record cave explorer Sheck Exley 
died while attempting to break his own 
record on a 1,000-foot dive in a Mexican 
cave system. HPNS (High Pressure 
Nervous Syndrome) was suspected as a 
complicating factor in his monumental 
attempt. Equally as tragic was the triple 
death of Darron Douglass, an editor and 
writer; his 14-year-old son; and a friend, 
all of whom died attempting to free an 
anchor in the cold California waters at 140 
feet. Over the years, Douglass had written 
several articles for Scuba Times. 

While most divers understand the 
inherent risks of exploring innerspace, 
when an experienced diver dies, the safety 
issue quickly gets shoved to the surface. 
For all divers, whether new or weathered 
by hundreds of dives, education and train- 
ing are the staples of safe diving. Several 
years ago, with the dual goals of make 
diving safer and to reduce accidents, some 
diving visionaries began the Responsible 
Diver Program. Two years ago, an off- 
shoot of that movement was unveiled as 
Responsible Diver Month, and May was 
picked as the lucky month. 

This year, May 1996 marks the second 
annual Responsible Diver Month, which 
will be celebrated in over 1,000 dive 
stores across the nation. While May is the 


official Responsible Diver 
Month, many dive stores will 
be running’ Responsible 
Diver Month promotions during both 
April and May. In order to promote safe 
diving and reduce accidents, many dive 
stores will be offering specials on refresh- 
er courses, gear maintenance and inspec- 
tion. Because spring is that time when 
many of us put away our snow skis (or 
snow shovel) and begin our dive season, 


Look for this banner at your local dive store 


April and May are the perfect months to 
tune up our dive equipment and sharpen 
our diving skills. 

“Responsible Diver Month is the brain 
child of some of the leaders in diving,” 
said Steve Barsky of the Responsible 
Diver Committee. “If we can help to 
reduce diving accidents through risk 
awareness, training and education, then 
we’re all better off. It’s an outstanding 
cause and we’re just happy to see the sup- 
port growing year by year.” 

Most divers know that diving is a high- 
adventure activity that carries some risks. 
As part of Responsible Diver Month, over 
250,000 tank stickers, which carry the 


Never had an insurance claim”? 
Does your Dive Store insurance 
cost too much? 


Are you ready to be treated as a person and not just a number? 
For competitive rates from a qualified insurance professional 
who cares, call John A. Whitherspoon, IV: 
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Insurance ¢ Bonds ¢ Employee Benefits 


GALE, SMITH AND Co., INC. 


P.O. Box 23108 © Nashville, TN 37202 
(615) 327-2800 © (800) 327-2802 © Fax (615) 340-8836 
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Responsible Diver’s Code, are being dis- 
tributed free through dive stores across 
America. Additionally, 250,000 
Responsible Diver brochures are being 
distributed. The Responsible Diver tank 
sticker and brochure outline some of div- 
ings risks and offer excellent safety infor- 
mation which has been developed by top 
dive professionals over several years. By 
getting this message out, the goal 1s to cre- 
ate an aura of safety among divers. 





“Safety is a cause that has no natural 
enemies,” said Fred Garth, chairman of 
the Responsible Diver Month Committee. 
“This is an effort that everyone in diving 
can and should support. Saving lives and 
reducing diving accidents are things we 
all take very seriously. So far, we’re 
thrilled with the support we’ve received.” 

To learn more about Responsible 
Diver Month and how to be a Responsible 
Diver, visit your local dive center for your 
free Responsible Diver tank sticker. While 
you’re there, consider signing up for a 
refresher course so that your skills will be 
honed. It’s also an excellent time to have 
all of your diving equipment inspected, 
such as your BC, regulator and drysuit, 
along with an annual cylinder VIP. Be 
sure your equipment and your skills are 
ready for the upcoming diving season 
before you take the plunge. 

The Responsible Diver Month cam- 
paign is a non-profit event which is spon- 
sored by the Diving Equipment and 
Marketing Association (DEMA), the 
Outdoor Recreation Coalition of America 
(ORCA) and cylinder manufacturer 
Luxfer, USA. Its primary intent is to 
reduce diving accidents through training, 
education and proper gear inspection. 

Stop by your favorite dive store during 
April and May, pick up a sticker and dis- 
play it on your tank. Show that you’re a 
safe and responsible diver and ask about 
Responsible Diver Month. If your dive 
center is not participating or is unaware of 
the campaign, they can call ORCA at 303- 
444-3353 for a free Responsible Diver 
Promotional Package. 
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lt was a colossal task, no less 
monumental than organizing San 
Francisco’s Gay Pride Parade. Let's just 
say it was humongous.We had chartered 
three liveaboard dive boats, acquired 18 
newly developed rebreathers and had 64 
people, including a National Geographic 
film crew, and they were all set on GO. 
Our mission was a three-week dive expe- 
dition with breeding humpback whales 
on the Silver Bank of the Dominican 
Republic. For me, it was a project up 
there with the parting of the Red Sea. 
And so far, things were progressing 
smoothly. Until the phone rang. It was 


Bret Gilliam, one of the trip coordinators. 


LIKE € Gui it 7 ‘asta 7 


PART _- BY. RED. R92 GARTH 





“Fred,” he said calmly, 
trouble.” 

“What’s up?” I asked, expecting noth- 
ing more than a gummed-up fetzer valve. 

“Well, the rebreathers are still in 
Germany locked up in customs, all of the 
gas blending equipment - $50,000 dollars 
worth - was stolen and the Dominican 
Republic has thrown out our permits to 
dive with the rebreathers, including the 
one for National Geographic 
Television.” 

As he spoke, I could feel the life pour- 
ing out of me and soaking into the carpet 
like hot motor oil from a ruptured 
crankcase. We were only three weeks 
from departure and six months of work 
was going up in flames. It’s pretty much 
standard practice for my work day to 
consist of dousing a few fires of discon- 
tent or confusion. But that day, I should 
have worn my full-body asbestos suit 
and called in the fire department. 
Somehow, through my devastation, | 
grasped a fleeting strand of composure. 

“I guess things could be worse,” I said 
with frail optimism. “At least the boats 
didn’t sink.” 

“T haven’t gotten to that part yet,” 
Gilliam said pausing, perhaps waiting to 


“we've got 
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hear me fall from my chair, and begin 

beating the floor hysterically. “Just kid- 

ding,” he said. “The boats are fine.” 
“You’re a sick man,” I reminded him. 
“Thanks. I’m well aware.” 


Diving with 30-ton humpback whales 
is nothing short of a religious experience. 
Quite simply, people’s lives are changed 
and renewed after swimming eyeball to 
eyeball with one of the planet’s largest 
yet most graceful creatures. It’s surreal, 
yet so real as they float like elegant sea 
butterflies and cavort around you. It’s an 
experience that people wait their whole 
lives for and that most people never have 
a chance to encounter. For those reasons 
and hundreds more, some that reside in 
the private catacombs of the mind, this 
trip became more popular than a lifeboat 
on the Titanic. 

It all began in Houston in the summer 
of 1995. Author, explorer and silver- 
tongued orator Bret Gilliam presented 
me with the idea at the 
annual SeaSpace dive 
show. We’d throw togeth- 
er a few rebreathers, char- 
ter the Turks & Caicos 
Aggressor and co-habitate 
with 2,000, 60-foot-long 
leviathans as they bred 
and gave birth. Sounded 
simple enough. So, we 
shook hands, got the 
thumbs up from Captain Julie Jordon of 
the Turks & Caicos Aggressor and set 
our plan in motion. From that first day, it 
seemed that our telephone rang off the 
hook. The 110-foot Aggressor filled up 
before you could say Opolousas, 
Louisiana. So, we added another week. It 
filled up faster than a rice field during 
monsoon season. Then we brought in the 
sleek Bottom Time II, a 90-foot catama- 
ran that looks part sea ship, part space 
ship. In a flash, it seemed, all spaces 
were taken. Enter our final vessel, the 
Ocean Explorer, a brand new liveaboard 
built in 1995 especially for long-range 
expeditions and film crews. It was a per- 
fect addition and the natural housing for 
the National Geographic team. 

Even though the phone kept ringing, 
we had to put on the brakes. This thing 
was growing too big too fast and had the 
potential to become unwieldy. Within a 
week, the boats were full and we had a 
waiting list of almost 100 people. 

With over six months before depar- 
ture, I was comfortable that everything 
would fall into place. And, I was only 
slightly concerned about the rebreathers 
because Gilliam calmed my nerves. “No 
problem,” Bret said confidently. “Just 


leave that to me.” That’s what scared me. 

These hypothetical rebreathers we 
had heard so much about were being 
manufactured by Draeger, a company 
that has been making rebreathers for over 
50 years for the German military. So, we 
had that going for us. Plus, Draeger had 
just struck a deal with UWATEC USA to 
distribute these gems to the drooling 
American diving marketplace. What | 
didn’t know was that they were still in 
the R and D stages, and actual production 
was nothing more than a few dates pen- 
ciled in on some engineer’s clipboard 
somewhere in Dusseldorf. 


The humpback whales at the Silver 
Bank are the same whales that visit 
Maine in the summer and cruise the 
oceans of the Western Hemisphere from 
Brazil to Norway. Each year without fail, 
from early January through late March, 
they come to the Silver Bank, an exposed 
string of coral reefs about 80 miles north 
of the Dominican Republic. When they 
first arrive, they breed and give birth, to 
calves that were conceived the prior year. 
Unlike primates, humpbacks have the 
ability to mate for the next season, while 
still pregnant from the prior season. It’s a 
bizarre concept for humans to grasp, but 
January on the Silver Bank is a cross 
between an orgy at the Playboy mansion 
and a midnight run to the maternity ward. 
Males compete for partners while the 
females receive life and give life, all at 
the same time. In the ensuing months, the 
males begin to leave the immediate area 
while the mothers nurse their young and 
introduce them to the brutal world of sur- 
vival of the fittest. 

The Silver Bank falls under the politi- 
cal jurisdiction of the Dominican 
Republic probably because the DR is the 
closest land mass. For this reason, the 
DR controls the permitting of the area. 
International law prohibits scuba diving 
with whales, which the DR enforces as 
best it can. The rumor is that their only 
patrol boat has been in the boat yard for 
over a year awaiting repair so on-site 
enforcement is virtually impossible. 
However, the DR does keep a record of 
violators who are reported and will arrest 
those perpetrators should they ever make 
the foolish mistake of visiting the DR. 

In an effort to protect the whales from 
an onslaught of whale-crazed divers, the 
DR has essentially christened a park 
ranger to monitor activity on the Bank. 
American Tom Conlin, who for five 
years served as captain of the liveaboard 
dive boat Coral Star and spent several 
years leading whale trips, gained both the 
trust and blessing of the DR officials. His 








mission is to maintain law and order at the 
Silver Bank — kind of a water-bound 
Matt Dillon. While Conlin may be good at 
tracking whales, some people question 
whether someone running competitive 
charters should also be the rule maker and 
enforcer. Yet, as ranger designate, Conlin 
drafted many of the new regulations him- 
self and, in essence, wrote his own job 
description. Those duties include direct- 
ing boats to a designated anchorage, 
inspecting vessels (apparently to sniff out 
any whale molesting riff raff), giving pre- 
sentations on “soft whale contact” and 
“advising” the whale commission on the 
use of devices such as rebreathers. 

While this is all an admirable attempt 
by the DR to protect an incredibly sensi- 
tive area, most of the boats running to the 
Silver Banks believe that it’s impossible 
for Conlin to be impartial when he’s run- 
ning competing whale trips of his own. 
Yet, whether it’s Conlin or someone else, 
some controls need to implemented. 
Otherwise, the DR may just elect to take 
the path of least resistance and close the 
Banks off to everyone. 


By August of 1995, still five months 
before we cast off, we had a letter from 
the DR granting preliminary approval of 
our permits. Only the paperwork needed 
to be completed and our permits would be 
sent. A month went by and the actual per- 
mit document had not arrived. Two and 
three months passed. Still no permit. It 
became apparent that communicating 
with the Dominican Republic was more 
like dealing with the Banana Republic. 

Finally, three weeks prior to our expe- 
dition, after 4,372 faxes and 1,398 phone 
calls, most of which faded into the fuzzy 
electronics of third-world phone lines, | 
reached a Latin woman who was a mem- 
ber of the commission and was quite 
casual about the whole thing. 

“Oh,” she said matter of factly in her 
thick accent, ““de commission decide no to 
gib dat permit. We don’t hab no dibing 
wit de whales.” 

Trying desperately to keep my heart 
from ripping through my rib cage and 
crashing through my computer screen, I 
stopped, breathed deeply and screamed 
like a coyote that had just stepped in a 
bear trap. Luckily, I'd hit the mute button 
just prior to my howl. How could I 
explain to this woman who barely spoke 
English that we had already spent many 
thousands of dollars in preparation and 
that dozens of people had arranged their 
lives for this expedition? And, how could 
I make her comprehend that National 
Geographic Television was planning to 
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| was comforfei ly ensconced in a warm 
bubbly corner of the hot tub nursing a restora- 


tive blender drink at the end of the afternoon 
when Capt. Buck Beasely came trotting up the 
steps two at a time and headed my way. It was 
my first day on the Palau Aggressor II, and | 
assumed | was about fo be hustled with the usual 


pitch for a night dive. 


But Buck had better things to peddle. “Hey, Bret, 
it looks like we might have some whales or 


something working off Peleliu corner. 
Wanna give it a look?” 





White night dives became pretty rou- 
tine for me about mid-way through the 
1970’s, whales have always stirred me 
from whatever lassitude I may have 
drifted. The operative phrase here how- 
ever was “whales or something.” And 
that still needed a bit of clarification 
from Buck before I relinquished my 
strategic position next to the pretty 
blonde with her own personal water jet 
and recurrent giggle. 

“A big something, maybe two. 
Dolphins, or whales, maybe,” Buck 
reported. 

Now, I’ve seen my fair share of 
apparitions. I’ve raced after a distant 
dolphin that turned out to be a Clorox 
bottle bobbing in the swells. And I had 
a Rastafarian neighbor in St. Croix who 
swears he saw the image of Haile 
Salassie appear on a screen door one 


sultry summer day in the 
Virgin Islands. But then 
again, with disturbing fre- 
quency, he also conjured up 
visions of Mr. Rogers serving 
him chocolate chip cookies. 
So, call me a skeptic. Nestled 
in the gurgling tub with a 
fine view of my own person- 
al Minnehaha, I wasn’t in a 
big hurry to go off on a wild 
goose chase. 

But then I noted Buck 
sliding away to scoop up his 
own camera gear, and I knew 
that he had given credence to 
the guests’ reports. So I 
heaved myself out of the 
soothing warm water and 
made a bee line for the dive 
deck just in time to scramble 
aboard the departing launch 
with a dozen other eager souls. 

Buck hit the throttles, and 
we fairly flew across the 
calm sea in the direction of 
the splashy disturbances 
about a mile off the island. 
No question, it was marine 
mammal activity evidenced 
by the low spouts and occa- 
sional uplifted tail flukes. As we drew 
closer, nearly a dozen adult false killer 
whales could easily be seen rolling in 
the easy swell. 

Gui Garcia, the Aggressor’s photo 
pro, and I eased in as the launch 
stopped about fifty yards ahead of the 
whales. The ocean was alive with whis- 
tles and clicks and other high-pitched 
conversations from our cetacean part- 
ners. They quickly swam into view, a 
frenzied bundle of energy intent on 
some purpose known only to them. But 
our presence immediately attracted 
the attention of the two leaders, 
who cranked a power turn and 
came over to eyeball us from less 
than five feet belore: se ansg 


TEXT -AND- PHOTOGRAPHY. ‘BY 


16 = SCUBA TIMES 


Bret GILLiAm 





had caught up with us and floated 
around on the surface hoping to catch a 
glimpse of the pod. Gui and I snatched 
a few quick breaths and free dove to 
about 30 feet and were surrounded by 
slate gray torpedo shapes that hurtled 
past us like thunderbolts from Poseidon. 

I was forced back to the surface for 
some renewing oxygen while my new- 
found friends abandoned me. | paddled 
with the other guests in the last rays of 
the setting sun while we drifted in the 
swift current farther from the island. 

A couple from Chicago asked Gui 
whether they might see sharks out here 
in the open sea. He put on his best dive 
guide look of assurance, “Oh no, 
there’s not much out here to interest 
them.” Right, and you’ll never see cows 
on a dairy farm. 

Then right on cue, the big male 
whale led his pod back into our group 
chirping merrily at the excited snorkel- 
ers. Gui and I both pumped up and 
dove beneath the group to try to capture 
some film in the fading twilight. 
Almost immediately, the leader 
emerged again from the blue-black 
depths, this time holding about a three- 
foot long blue runner in his mouth. He 
was shaking it like a giant Labrador 
retriever with a rawhide bone, all the 
while spouting bubbles from his blow 
hole in triumph. 

Like a proud Sunday fly fisherman, 
the whale paraded his catch past Gui 
and me, and we offered the equivalent 
of polite applause with a few toots from 
our snorkels. But in the whale’s excited 
head bobbing and shaking, the fish was 
rapidly coming apart. In his wake 
streamed an ever-growing trail of fra- 
, grant chum. Suddenly Gul 

ty made a decidedly diffe 
; signal from the 

























































our intrepid explorers were less than 
happy to welcome us since most of the 
sharks decided to follow our ascent. 


headed us back for dinner. 

Any lingering doubts about sympa- 
thy from the crew were quickly erased 
by reading the inscription on Capt. 
Buck’s tee shirt: “If you die, we split 
your gear!” 

It’s that way on liveaboards. A cer- 
tain zaniness that goes with the superi- 
or diversified diving offered. The crew 
is there because they like to dive as 
much as the guests and their enthusi- 
asm 1s infectious. The Palau Aggressor 
II is one of the world’s top diving ves- 
sels and offers more diving in two days 
than most land based resorts can 
muster in a week. 

It’s not just the quantity of diving, 
it’s the quality and the ease of access 
that has made liveaboard diving the 
informed choice of so many divers. 
There’s just no beating the convenience 
of unpacking your dive bag once and 
then never moving your gear again for 
a week or more while the crew serves 
up a smorgasbord of dive sites and 
experiences that conventional resorts 
simply cannot come close to matching. 
{ mean, Palau is damn good by any 
measure, but from a state-of-the-art 
vessel it’s simply delicious. 

Consider that one day we dove Blue 
Corner and the adjacent Blue Holes 
four times! And that our total transit 
time was less than fifteen minutes from 
the mother ship. Or the day we visited 


Big Drop, Blue Corner and Peleliu 
Corner. . . all before lunch! Yeah, Palau 
by liveaboard is one of the best experi- 
ences in a region where superlatives are 
accepted as the norm. 

Buck and his counterpart Capt. 
Shelly Acuff provided a wealth of div- 
ing during the two weeks I spent 
aboard. And in spite of spending nearly 
a month in Palau the year before, I was 
surprised to be introduced to new sites 
daily. That’s the mark of a crew who 
goes the extra mile and continues to 
expand their repertoire to keep repeat 
customers thrilled. 


S ainivitenia between my two weeks on 
the Aggressor was a ten day voyage on 
Peter Hughes’ Sundancer that spanned 
the Palauan island chain from the 
northern Kayangle atoll and remote 
Ngeruangle Reef to Angaur, home of 
wild monkeys, in the south. 

Capt. Louis Usie pioneered trips to 
Kayangle, an area that was largely 
unvisited by non-native vessels until 
1995. The diving is wild and still being 
discovered and each day offered virgin 
opportunities on both shallow coral 
gardens and steep drop offs. The west- 
ern edge of the reefs often featured vis- 
ibility that was essentially unlimited, in 


Interior of Blue Hole’s cave. 

Inset: Entrance to Blue Hole’s caves. 
Opposite top: Palau Aggressor II 
elmelateatel@ 

Opposite bottom: Rock Island's spire. 





excess of 200 feet or more, along with 
a robust population of reef sharks that 
patrolled the passes. 

Louis and chief dive master Frank 
Ladner are continually locating new 
sites and treated us to some fabulous 
walls that began as shallow as ten feet 
and plunged dramatically to bottom- 
less depths. The wall faces were fes- 
tooned with colossal sea fans and 
profusions of colorful soft corals 
nourished by the ever-present currents 
that swept fresh nutrients their way. 

The beauty of the small islands 
located inside the atoll is reminiscent of 
any South Sea Michener novel. Only a 
handful of native Palauans make their 
home in these remote outposts, and 
Capt. Louis has negotiated directly 
with the local chiefs for visitation privi- 
leges. It’s an interesting contrast to 
observe the ultra-modern liveaboard 
swinging on a mooring while fisher- 
man wave in passing from dugout canoes 
powered by crudely hewn masts and 
patchwork sails. 

But the two civilizations manage to 
peacefully co-exist in something of a 
time warp that I’m grateful to observe 
from the first class dining deck over a 
glass of excellent Merlot while 
wrapped in one of Peter Hughes’ luxu- 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 
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Getting ee 


Palau - . Airlines: Continental Micronesia 
sens air service to i from Gu am 








; Yap ‘Airlines: Continental Micron asia a7 : wks 
bi Vicks four days a. week. Sei yt ae 


Entry Requirements: U.S. citizens tue 
__ show proof of citizenship. on ie of other 
countries must have a valid passport. - 











YAP — MICRONESIA’S TIME CAPSULE 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIC HANAUER 


in years ago, few divers had heard of 
Yap. Today it joins Palau and Truk as 
one of Micronesia’s Big Three, 
renowned for opportunities to get up 
close and personal with manta rays. If 
you need great manta pictures to round 
out your portfolio, this is the place to 
go. But there’s more. Outside Yap’s bar- 
rier reef are pristine walls with 150 foot 
visibility. The jungle islands are home 
to the most traditional society in 
Micronesia, where women go bare 
breasted and giant stone disks are used 
for money. It’s a peaceful retreat to a 
time gone by, a chance to see 
Micronesia as it was before war and 
high-density tourism changed it forever. 

A fortuitous combination of chan- 
nels in the barrier reef and weather pat- 
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terns allow diving with mantas all year 
round. The animals move regularly into 
two of these channels for feeding and 
cleaning, one on the east side and one 
on the west. Tradewinds blow from 
May to November, making the west 
side of the reef, Mil Channel, diveable. 
From June through October, the best 
diving is on the eastern side, at 
Goofnuw (pronounced Gawf new) 
Channel. 

On days when you hit it right, Mil 
Channel can be pristine with visibility 
in the 100 foot range. The rays gather at 
a 25-foot ledge called Manta Ridge. 
Divers hang on to the rocks there while 
the animals cruise overhead. Although 
visibility isn’t as good at Goofnuw, this 
channel has some unique advantages. 


Currency: U.S. dollar A eye gee 
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Mantas spread out over five distinct 
spots, so divers can get away from one 
another. Also, many whitetip sharks 
hang out on the sandy bottom of the 
channel. 

Because mantas move in during 
tidal changes, dives are scheduled 
accordingly. As the tide begins to turn, 
plankton is funneled out of the man- 
grove areas, and the mantas become 
active, hovering very happily with tons 
and tons of water bringing them food. 
At the end of the incoming tide, currents 
are slack enough for divers to join them. 

Guests are not allowed to touch the 
mantas or interfere with their move- 
ments in any way. This is the reason for 
the animals’ natural behavior. They 
don’t seem to care how many people 











are around as long as the people stay 
down and don’t chase them. At first 
there were only three or four distinct 
coral heads in Goofnuw Channel where 
mantas could be encountered. Now, 
even in the sandy center of the channel, 
some mantas will fly directly overhead, 
close enough to reach up and touch. It 
helps to hold your breath momentarily 
as they pass; most of them don’t like 
bubbles. 

Late November through March is a 
dramatic time of year in Mil Channel. 
It’s mating season. The mantas form a 
procession, with one female leading up 
to 15 males. Whatever she does, the 
others follow. 

Guides have identified over 40 indi- 
vidual mantas by the distinctive pat- 
terns on their underside and have given 
them names like Spike, Angel, Blitz, and 
Gecko. Any guest who discovers a new 
one will have the opportunity to name It. 

Headquarters for 
divers on Yap is the 
23-room Manta Ray 
Bay Hotel. Owned by 
Bill Acker, a former 
Peace Corps volun- 
teer who started sport 
diving operations on 
the island, it serves as 
the social center as 
well. Acker’s goal is 
to make this the most 
personable dive resort 
that exists in this part 
of the world. 

In a way, Acker is 
a victim of his own 
success. For divers, the mantas over- 
shadow everything else about Yap, but 
Bill works hard to promote the dive 
sites outside the reef. There are several 
excellent ones, including Lionfish 
Wall, Yap Caverns, Sunrise Reef, 
Land’s End, and Magic Kingdom. 
Visibility outside the barrier reef is 
always over 100 feet, corals are pris- 
tine, and because no harassment or 
feeding is allowed, marine animals act 
naturally. So even if the mantas aren’t 
there on schedule, there is plenty of 
fine diving. 

Topside, Yap is possibly the most 
unspoiled state in Micronesia. Time 
doesn’t stand still for any people, but 
Yapese have resisted many of the influ- 
ences of modern society. The easy pace 
of life is a throwback to the days when 
these western Pacific islands were con- 
sidered an earthly paradise. 

Yap is known as the Island of Stone 
Money. Huge, carved disks of lime- 
stone can be found along the roadside, 





next to ceremonial meeting houses, or 
in jungle clearings called stone money 
banks. These disks, called rai, range 
from two to twelve feet in diameter; 
approximately 7,000 still remain. 

Each has a specific owner, although 
it may be located far from his home. 
Value is determined not by size, but by 
its history. All stone money was carved 
with primitive tools from crystalline 
limestone, quarried only on certain 
Rock Islands of Palau. It was then 
transported by canoe across 250 miles 
of open ocean. Rai that came over on 
particularly hazardous journeys have 
greater value. With the coming of the 
20th century, the practice of making 
stone money ended. It is used now to 
pay societal debts, such as wedding 
dowries or reparations, as well as 





collateral for loans. 

Many divers come to Yap on the way 
to Truk or Palau, staying only long 
enough to dive with mantas. This is a 
mistake because both topside and 
underwater, this Island of the Mantas 
has many things to offer a patient, 
appreciative visitor. Although some 30 
sites are dived regularly, there are still 
places to be discovered. This, too, is 
part of the appeal of Yap: the chance 
that you may be the first to dive a new 
site. Combined with the relaxed 
ambiance of the western Pacific the way 
it used to be, these factors make Yap one 
of the true delights of Micronesia. iS 


Eric Hanauer recently authored 
Diving Micronesia which will be avail- 
able later this year. 
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[oer a tropical Eden in the Western 

Caroline Islands chain, Yap Island. We're 
perhaps best known for our Stone Money, 
carved from distant islands and transported in 
sailing canoes on epic voyages over open 
ocean. With over 90 miles of virgin barrier 
reef and our incredible marine panoramas it's 
no wonder we're called “World Class Diving’s 
Best Kept Secret.” In Mi'l Channel, plankton, 
tide and current set the stage for a daily 
undersea ballet featuring Giant Manta Rays, 
some of the Ocean's largest creatures. A 
single manta encounter is a tremendous 
experience but on Yap our mantas stream in 
and out in formations, often more than a 
dozen at a time! 





And there's more...Our outer drop-offs 
offer crystal clear visibility in excess of 100 ft. 
Colorful vertical walls, coral caverns, morays, 
giant turtles, armadas of lionfish and so much 
more entice divers who choose to experience 
the underwater paradise that is Yap. Treat 


yourself to S days of diving with Yap Divers 


and 5 nights of relaxation with Manta Ray Bay 
Hotel, and together we'll explore the Manta‘s 
secret world. Call me today and ask about our 
5 day/5 night dive package and I'll tell you 
about our special little isfand and how to get 
here...or we can simply talk diving! The 
mantas and | hope to see you soon! 


-BILL ACKER 


MANTA RAY 
BAY Pde 
YAP DIVERS 


PO. Box MR. Yap 
FSM 96943 
Phone: 01 1-691-350-2300 
Fax: 01 1-691-350-4567 / 3841 
Or call 800-DIVE-VAP 
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4-1 lee Tea Dive Sites 


1 Blue Corner, off the western shore of 
Ngemelis, put Palau on the map years © 


ago and continues to thrill divers who set- 
tle on the top of the drop off and then take 
in the “sensory overload” show as thou- 


sands of schooling fish and hundreds of — 


sharks swim by. 
2 New Drop is a perfect complement to 
Blue Corner, being only a mile or so 
south. The wall begins as shallow as 20 
feet and is nearly vertical. The wall allows 
a fine view of big sharks and pelagics 
cruising in and out of the dense fish schools. 
3 Big Drop is basically the eastern side 
of Ngemelis. The wall begins as shallow 
as two feet and plummets vertically. This is 
a rare drop-off face that is actually better 
in the first two fathoms than deeper. The 
upper reef is simply alive with psychedelic 
fans and soft corals all living happily in an 
intricate reef structure. 
4 Ngerchong Wall can’t always be dived 
if the sea conditions aren’t favorable, but 
catching it on an in-coming tide when visi- 


bility hits 200 feet or so is pure magic. The — 


coral gardens are some of the best devel- 
oped in Micronesia. 

5 Blue Holes is a long stone’s throw from 
Blue Corner and consists of four vertical 
shafts in the reef top that all connect into a 
massive cavern room nearly 300 feet 
across at a depth of 110 feet. 

6 Siaes Tunnel is cut into the vertical wall 
as a giant cavern shaft large enough for 
two passenger trains. The main entrance 
at 100 feet is extensively ornamented with 
growth. Pelagics abound at both exits. 

7 Angaur is generally the southernmost 
island visited. The eastern shore features 
coral gardens that are the best for variety 
and size. The pristine condition of these 
reefs reflects the remoteness of Angaur. 

8 Peleliu Corner rivals Blue Corner in 
high-voltage shark sightings where the 
currents converge on the island’s south 
point. Almost anything is likely to happen 
by from big pelagics, giant barracuda 
schools, mantas or whales. 

9 Ulong Channel begins from the ocean 
wall before the current spills the divers into 
a wide channel that can carry them a mile 
or more through spectacular coral forma- 
tions, some towering up to forty feet. 
Sand valleys separate the channel into 
three distinct reef zones which are alive 
with Pacific tropicals. 

10 Chandelier Cave is usually done the 
last day since it’s only minutes from the 
dock. The entrance is neatly hidden under 
the jungle growth of the limestone shore, 
but once underwater, divers swim through 
a 20 foot wide hole to enter the large cave 
systems that penetrate extensively under 
the island. Magnificent stalactite formations, 


nearly 25 feet long, hang from the ceilings. 


The caves feature several large air chambers 
where the diver can surface and breathe 
normally for animated conversations. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17 
rious trademark terry robes. The 
Sundancer s gourmet chef emerges from 
the galley with seafood crepes and hands 
me a steaming tray to munch before din- 
ner. It’s selfless dedication like this to the 
wilderness ethic that got me elected to the 
Explorers Club. Well, maybe not exactly. 

After a few days in the north, we 
cruised back to sample some intriguing 
Japanese wrecks sunk during the fierce 
battles of World War II. Although 
Micronesian neighbor Truk (Chuuk) usu- 
ally steals the limelight for wreck diving, 
Palau can give some honest competition 
with the freighter Zeshio Maru and a big 
tanker, the /ro, sunk adjacent to the lovely 
Rock Islands. 

Frank has saved another new spot to 
show off near Ngemelis. It’s another blue 
hole that features a narrow oval opening 
cut into the solid coral in less than three 
feet of water, practically in the surf zone 
about two miles south of Blue Corner. The 
passage quickly opens into a massive cav- 
ern that exits to the sheer drop-off around 
130 feet. The wall is an explosion of soft 
corals, fans, and tropical fish by the thou- 
sands. 

As the Sundancer anchors in the glassy 
sunset over Palau’s scores of tiny islets, 
the Aggressor pulls in to share this same 
protected harbor where the Ocean Hunter 
sought shelter the night before. We are 
hours from the nearest hotel or other rem- 
nant of civilization. But aboard both ves- 
sels, each guest knows that sunrise will 
bring yet another series of truly world- 
class diving adventures. And all only min- 
utes from the air conditioned comfort of a 
world-class liveaboard. IN 


Special thanks to Capt. Buck Beasley 
& the Palau Aggressor II crew; Capt. 
Louis Usie & the Sundancer crew; and my 
favorite dive master in the whole world, 
Frank Ladner. A special appreciation to 
Continental Micronesia. And Cathyrn Castle, 
model and camera assistant extraordinaire. 


Bret Gilliam recently authored The 
Complete Guide to Caribbean Liveaboard 
Dive Vessels available through Scuba Times 
Magazine and dive stores everywhere. 


LIVEABOARDS 


Ocean Hunter 
Sea & See Travel 


800-DIV-XPRT 


Palau Aggressor Il 
800-348-2628 


Sundancer 
Peter Hughes Diving 
800-9-DANCER 


CO ZUG: 


Dive into 
Cozumel’s best values 


J 


FIESTA INN" 


MARINE SPORTS 


COZUMEL 


ASK FOR OUR 
3,5 or 7 night dive packages 


For Reservations 


Call: 1-800-797-2582 


Dedicated 
COIN 
Micronesia. 


Only one company 
can take you diving 
in Micronesia. 

At Trip-n-Tour, we devote 
100% of our time and 
expertise to only Micronesia, 
to ensure your trip is the 
very best. 

Trip-n-Tour is from Micro- 
nesia. We are Micronesian. 


rio --lOur 
MICRONESIA 


1-800-348-0842 


Call today for a FREE 28 
page, full-color dive brochure! 
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Four centuries ago, the Spanish 
named Costa Rica but quickly lost 
interest in the “rich coast” because it 
was void of the precious gold they 
sought. Today, both locals and tourists 
have rediscovered the country’s natur- 
al resources that have marked it as one 
of the world’s most popular ecotourism 
destinations. However, with tourism 
almost doubling annually and industrial 
development increasing, some fear 
Costa Rica’s natural wonders, both 
above and below water, will become 
lost, leaving the land truly void of rich- 
es. 

Burgeoning with an_ incredible 
diversity of endemic plant and animal 
life and a constant flow of migrating 
birds, the remarkable rainforests, 34 
national parks, plentiful private wildlife 
refuges and biological reserves support 
more species of birds than both the U.S. 
and Canada combined; in addition, 
more species of butterflies inhabit the 
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TEXT BY ELLEN SARBONE 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY NORBERT Wu 


country of Costa. Rica 

than on the entire African 
continent. These natural 

riches attract a multitude of tourists 
each year. For instance, some parks 
recorded a 500 percent increase 
between 1989 and 1992. This influx of 
tourists begins to leave its mark on the 
country’s natural habitats. The local 
government must sift through the 
dilemma of continuing to develop its 
tourism market while preserving the 
area’s natural splendor. 

In addition to an increase in tourists, 
the agricultural development of native 
Costa Ricans (called Ticos) has scarred 
the countryside. Economic develop- 
ment has led to clear-cutting forests for 
logging and farming. Farmers found 
that raising crops proved difficult 
because the thin rainforest soil could 
not readily support agriculture. So 
farmers often tried unsuccessfully to 
grow crops, then moved on to search 
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for stable land. In the process, they 
destroyed more and more of the natural 
resources. 

While the boom in tourism and the 
agricultural development of Costa Rica 
have threatened many species of flora 
and fauna and endangered habitats, 
good news appears on the horizon. 
Moving to the forefront of conserva- 
tion, Costa Ricans have taken a hard 
look at the value of their natural 
resources and have launched a strong 
awareness campaign. The government 
has also implemented new policies to 
protect rainforests and parks. 

An Environmental Education and 
Ecotourism Program spreads the mes- 
sage of conservation to students, 
tourists and communities. Many groups 
throughout Costa Rica, starting with 
the country’s new president, José Maria 





















Figuéras Olsen, preach the gospel of 
“sustainable development” - co-exist- 
ing in harmony with conservation and 
“adjusting human activities to the lim- 
its imposed by nature.” Elected in 
1994, Figueras campaigned on environ- 
mental issues. Although Figueras 
seems to be committed to protecting 
major natural habitats, policies are 
sometimes difficult to implement. For 
instance, in 1994, park entrance fees 
for tourists were raised from $1.25 to 
$15.00 as a way to provide much-need- 
ed operating funds for the parks. 
However, the lack of automation in 
more remote areas raises the question of 
how much money actually has found 
its way into the bank. 

Ginny Constance, President of 
Progressive Public Relations, Costa 
Rica specialists, hopes that the new 
president and tourism minister will cor- 
rect excesses of the past, like the con- 
struction of the controversial Playa 
Tambor resort development project and 
the failure to prevent building within a 
forbidden zone along the beautiful 
beaches of Guanacaste. In fact, over- 
building on the whole Pacific coast of 
Costa Rica has damaged once-pristine 
bays like the Gulf of Papagayo and has 
endangered the turtle populations that 
nest along this coast. Natural disasters 
have also taken their toll. On the east- 
ern shore, near Limon, a large section 
of the country’s only coral reef died 
when it lifted six feet out of the water 
in the earthquake of 1991. 

The new government is faced with 
several issues that present conflict 
between the country’s economical 
development and its ecological preser- 
vation. For example, 
extending roads into areas 
previously inaccessible by 
vehicle helps the local 
economy and _ provides 
jobs, but it also adds to 
overpopulation and con- 
comitant ecosystem prob- 
lems. Until 1993, the 
banana industry was the 
number one income pro- 
ducer for the country. But 
runoff from the banana 
industry pollutes many 
rivers, killing fish and 
flora, which reverberates 
up the food chain. 

Tourism, now surpass- 
ing the banana industry as 
the number one income 
producer, magnifies the 
dilemma for a govern- 
ment whose responsibili- 


Clockwise: The venomous eyelash | 
viper of the tropical rainforest grows 
to a maximum length of 12 inches. 
A hummingbird around the cloud 
forest reserve of Monteverde. 

The male spotted trunkfish is 
named for its hard plated body. 
Cocos Island is renowned for its 
huge gatherings of sharks. Here, 
reef whitetip sharks rest in a cave. 


ty is to increase the country’s economic 
growth while trying to save its fragile 
ecosystems. As Chris Baker, author of 
The Costa Rica Handbook said, “Costa 
Rica is well aware of the issues that are 
at stake in maintaining tourism growth. 
The current administration is moving 
well toward a balance, but this could be 
temporary if a new regime should come 
to power without the same commitment 
to the environment.” 

Along with the new administration’s 
educational programs, Ticos living in 
and near parks and reserves are learn- 
ing from private businesses by partici- 
pating in the local tourism industry and 
preserving natural resources. Examples 
of the benefits abound: Tomas Pozuelo, 
owner of Temptress Cruises was one of 
the first to start training locals like 
Antonio at Caletas as guides. Buying 
supplies and support services from 
locals when his ship visited, Pozuelo 
further boosted the local economy. 
Other locals have found employment 
within tourism, further decreasing the 
impact of farming and fishing on a 
mass scale. 


ocos Island, synonymous with 
Cr reolited wild, big-animal diving, 
presents a typical conundrum in the 
tourism-versus-ecology question. 
Because of its distance from the main- 
land, only two live- 
aboards, Okeanos 
Aggressor (18 
passengers) and 
Undersea Hunter 
(14 passengers) 
dove it from 1990 
until 1995 when 












they were joined by the latter’s sister 
ship Sea Hunter (16 passengers) and 
sometimes by a special charter on 
Temptress (up to 30 passengers). You 
don’t have to be a mathematician to 
figure the vast increase in divers in 
only six years. 

Although divers are taken out in 
smaller skiffs and therefore, split 
among the numerous dive sites, there is 
still a large impact on the area.When I 
was at Cocos, three liveaboards were 
there for a few overlapping days. Add 
the sport fishing vessels and the for- 
eign long-line fishing boats that can’t 
seem to be controlled (see accompany- 
ing story, page 26), and you have to 
wonder how long it will take for Cocos 
Island to show significant degradation. 

Diving in Costa Rica is right up 
there in the top echelon of “wild” dive 
destinations. Wild because conditions 
can change from dive to dive and some- 
times from minute to minute — visibil- 
ity varies from 20 to 80 feet, depending 
upon the amount of plankton or run- 
off. Wild because of the concussive 
currents, strong surge and tall tides. 
Wild because waterfall-bejeweled 
Cocos Island, about 300 miles and 36 
hours by boat from the mainland is in 
the line of the Humbolt current that 
also passes the Galapagos Islands in 
Ecuador and Malpelo in Columbia, 
bringing with it some of the 
biggest, wildest, waterborne ani- 
mals around —schools of ham- 
merhead and white-tipped reef 
sharks, giant manta rays with 10- 
foot wing spans, smaller mobula 
rays, dolphins, turtles, astonish- 
ing sailfish and the unusual red- 
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Summer Specials! 


Belize - Bay Islands 
Costa Rica 


For 12 years we’ve been 
providing quality diving and 
eco-adventure packages, 
including discount air! 


PAY ATTENTION HERE! 


[f you travel with us this year, 
you will be registered for your 
FREE VACATION hext year! 


- 
1-800-451-8017 


ad 713-367-3386 


http://www.sat.net./~tropical 


Since 1964 


Custom Spear Guns 
Riffe * Biller * Sea Bear * Esclapez 


Long Blade Fins 


Esclapeze Cressi * Dessault * Beuchat 


Low Volume Masks & Snorkels 


Cressi * Esclapez * Beuchat * Sporasub 


Deep Thought™ & Picasso 
Tropical Free Dive Suits 
Low Float * Super Stretch * Quality Rubber 


Shooter Booties & Gloves 
Deep See * Deep Thought™ 
Long Blade Fin Gear Bags 


Casio Free Diver Watches 
Spare Air Holsters « Blue Water Hunter T-shirts 


Call - best prices guaranteed! 
> We will not b d Id! "ean 
will not be undersold ws 


The only shop in the country 
devoted to the art of free diving. 


800-452-6696 


Santa Barbara, CA 
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lipped batfish. Wild because you may see 
a humpback whale migrating from Alaska, 
or catch a glimpse of the largest fish in the 
ocean — the elusive whale shark — 
attracted to its favorite meal, plankton. 

Costa Rica has more to offer divers 
than Cocos Island. Several other diving 
spots and ecotourist attractions abound. 
Plus it is so compact that it’s exceedingly 
easy to combine vacation options that 
would otherwise require separate trips. In 
two weeks, I spent one week on a live- 
aboard, visited Tortuguero National Park 
on the northeast coast, spent a day explor- 
ing San Jose’s many museums, dove the 
northwest Pacific coast off Guanacaste 
Province and experienced diving the Bat 
Island from the land-based resort El Ocotol. 

While on the liveaboard, I dove Isla 
Salera, a large rocky outcropping near 
Manuel Antonio. There I saw a medium- 
sized turtle, banded eel, plentiful puffers 
and parrotfish. Next, we visited Cano 
Island, where landlubbers hiked to the top 
to explore the remains of a mysterious 
pre-Columbian civilization that left unex- 
plainable manmade spheres weighing up 
to a ton. While they investigated the 
ancient mystery, I explored The Arch, 
redolent with a variety of fish and White 
Tip Cave, full of white-tipped reef sharks. 
But my favorite dive came early the next 
morning when I was the only hardy pas- 
senger to show up. 

The Captain, Hugo, has a special site 
he calls El Bajo Del Diablo. It was diffi- 
cult to find — we almost gave up — but 
our perseverance paid off. As we started 





swimming down toward two large white- 
tipped reef sharks, I became distracted by 
a green moray eel peering out of a rock. 
Then suddenly the water turned dark, as if 
the sun had gone out. Gazing upward, I 
was astounded by a school of more than 
100 mobula manta rays at the surface, fol- 
lowed shortly thereafter by an even larger 
school of barracuda. Later in the dive, I 
was swimming close to Hugo when our 
third buddy, Jose, pointed behind me. As | 
turned, there was an amorous six-foot 
long, 200-pound jewfish gaining ground. 
He kept me company for about 10 min- 
utes before leaving to find a more respon- 
sive mate. On just one dive, I saw more 
than many people might see in a week of 
diving in many Caribbean destinations. 

As I reflected on my visits to Costa 
Rica, it became clear that the diving — 
from far offshore Cocos to the near-shore 
sites — 1s some of the best in the world. 
However, the looming threat of mass tourism 
kept creeping back into my thoughts. 

A country once abandoned by gold- 
hungry Spanish explorers is now running 
the risk of being overrun by literally mil- 
lions of tourists, from the back-packing 
ecotourist to the five-star traveler. 
Whether it will achieve the idealistic “sus- 
tainable development’ depends on striking 
a cordial balance between reaping the 
financial benefits of tourism while keep- 
ing its natural resources intact. IN 


Ellen Sarbone is a photo-journalist 
who also keeps busy with a weekly radio 
travel show in California. 














“The wind, the stars, 
the moon, the mountains. | 
the beaches. the real contact with ry 
nature and even more. | 
Find the love of your life on the 
top of a mountain or by the edge 
of the sea with the best 4 W._D., 
Mini vans or Regular Sedans. | 
When you rent a Car iNELEGANTE 
the passion for living its for free. 


CALL TOLL FREE: 

e USA direct to Costa Rica: 
1-800-582-7432 

e CANADA direct to Costa Rica: 
1-800-445-6499 

e USA & CANADA to our office 
in Miami :1-800-283-1324 
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CLAS LOD 


Manufacturers 
of the Ultimate 
STROBE ARMS & 
CAMERA PIVOTS 


Inventors of the Camera Pivot 
that has revolutionized 
Underwater Photography 
Inquire about our new buoyancy 
arms and quick disconnect handle 
Adapters for most all camera & 
video housings, Nikonos, RS & all 
strobes. 

Dealers for SONIC RESEARCH Strobes 
For product information, write to: 
3304 Ketch Ave. Oxnard, CA 93035 


Ph: (805)984-9104 Fax: (805)984-3008 
TOLL FREE ORDERLINE: 
1-800-635-6611 












Model-101 
(for receiving and 
morse code 
transmitting 
Model-102 
(for receiving 
and talking) 
Model-103 
(surface unit 

receiving are 
and talking) : 


FUJI FIT PHONE 


















- MODEL-103 
The FIT PHONE systems are low cost and handy. 
Great for: 

@ RECREATIONAL SCUBA DIVERS 
© INSTRUCTORS 
© TOUR GUIDES 
© PHOTOGRAPHERS 


FUJ] ULTRASONIC ENGINEERING Co., Ltd. 
5-2 Wada-cho, Hamamatsu City, Shizuoka pref., 435 Japan 


Tel. 81-53-464-6460 © Fax: 81-53-465-3816 
USA DISTRIBUTOR INQUIRES WELCOME 
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FOCI PLeciis & Longline 


As our liveaboard 
left the dock at 
Puntarenas, Costa 
Rica, | looked out 
over the water, 
realizing that | was 
only three hundred 
seventy-five miles 
from one of my 
biggest diving dreams, seeing the school- 
ing hammerheads of Cocos Island. 

During the two week trip, diving with 
the hammerheads became commonplace, 
but my fascination with them never dulled. 
On several dives, we saw more than a 
dozen of them at a time, as well as numer- 
ous white tips. | fired away at them with 
my camera, strobes flashing, — fully 
immersed in my dream. 

Late one afternoon a few days before 
our trip ended, a small, tired-looking fish- 
ing boat pulled into our anchorage at 
Chatham Bay. Cocos Island is a marine 
park, and fishing is prohibited within five 
miles of the island. | questioned our cap- 
tain about it, and he told me that such 
boats are allowed to enter the park to seek 
water and safe anchorage but are not 
allowed to fish. 

Sure enough, the boat pulled up to a 
waterfall which cascaded into the bay and 
filled up its jerry jugs fresh from the tap. It 
anchored near our boat as the sun was 
setting. | kept after our captain with ques- 
tions about the fishermen, and he told me 
that they were long liners, whose major 
catch was shark. 

Sharks? Longliners? My questions were 
coming on strong, so the captain decided 
it'd be easier to take me over to the boat 
rather than endure further interrogation. 
My friend Deborah speaks fluent Spanish 
and came along to help interpret. The cap- 
tain welcomed us onboard right away as 
this six pack of “old men and the sea” had 
been away from shore for 37 days. 

Six guys, a 32-foot. boat, and no 
plumbing. It was “Three Men in a Tub” 
multiplied by two. The captain was 
pleased that we were interested in his 
work, and | fired away questions as quickly 
as Deb could translate 

We learned that they had ventured as 
far as 700 miles from their home port of 
Puntarenas in search of sharks, mostly 
silky, dusky, and hammerhead. They may 
have as many as 64,000 hooks in the 
water at a time. The hooks are strung for 
many miles on long lines marked by buoys, 
hence the term “longline.” 

The longlines are baited and set adrift 
in the evening, claiming their catch of 
sharks, billfish or anything else that comes 
along. In the morning, the boat locates buoys 
marking the line, and the haul-in begins. 





Above: Fins drying on top of fishing boat. 
Right: Tiger shark caught on shark hook 






Most of the 
sharks and other 
fish die during 
the night. Those 
still alive are 
shot or clubbed 
to death before 
being brought onboard. The catch is 
cleaned and crammed into the belly of the 
small boat. The captain explained that 
they are met at sea by larger mother ships 
equipped with freezers, where the catch is 
off-loaded. Then the whole scenario is 
acted out again: set the lines, kill the 
sharks, and on and on. Often for months 
at a time. 

He opened the hold to offer me a 
glimpse of this trip’s catch. At first, | half- 
looked, much the same as when | was nine 
years old and my neighbor's cat lay dead 
in the road after being struck by a car. 
Then my eyes opened wide. There they 
were, my dreams, caught, finned, and 
skinned, lying in bloody pink brine in the 
bottom of the boat. Their heads had been 
cut off. They didn’t look anything like the 
great and powerful giants that had glided 
through the water or swum through my 
imagination. The scene was much worse 
than Tiger the cat asleep in the street for- 
ever. It didn’t matter that | wasn’t nine 
years old anymore. 

At the end of the trip, as we were dis- 
embarking after a fabulous two weeks of 
awesome diving, we saw a line of refriger- 
ated trucks parked near one of the mother 
ships the captain had mentioned a few 
days before. | watched as the frozen shark 
carcasses were flung from the ship onto 
the dock. A gray haze rose from the pile 
of what was now nothing more than icy 
fishsticks lying on the cement. 

The captain and his crew didn’t hate 
sharks. They didn’t kill them for sport. It all 
had to do with supply and demand, global 
economics, and other obscure forces that 
they didn’t completely grasp. But these 
were the forces that kept the six men and 
their bloody tub at sea for months at a 
time. To them, the only good shark is a 
dead shark, whose meat means money, 
whose fins fetch as much as seventy-five 
dollars per kilo. They were fishers of 
money. But to me, they were killers of 
dreams. WN 

— Cathryn Castle 


photograph by Doug Perrine 








The South Ocean Golf & Beach 
Resort, New Providence, Bahamas, has 
completed a three million dollar make- 
over. The 250 room resort has completed 
the second phase of refurbishment that 
included all gardenview rooms and the 
Casaurina Restaurant plus a fresh look 
for the public areas and corridors as well 
as a new night club, the Flamingo Club. 
For more information, call (305) 663- 
1660. 


Borneo Divers and Sea Sports (Sabah) 
Sdn Bhd will manage and operate Pulau 
Sangalaki in co-operation with the Local 
Government Enterprise under the spirit 
of BIMP-EAGA (Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Philippines and East Asian 
Growth Area). As such, they will be 
rebuilding and renovating all existing 
facilities on the island with expected 
openings in June 1996. For more details, 
call 60-88-222226. 


The Hotel Les Tipaniers in Moorea, 
French Polynesia, has opened the 
Tipaniers Iti, located in Papetoai in a 
magnificent setting next to the entrance 


to Opunohu Bay. The Tipaniers Iti offers 
five Polynesian style bungalows, each 
equipped with a kitchenette and capable 
of accommodating four people. For more 
information, call (800) 521-7242. 


Dive Paradise, Cozumel, Mexico, has 
made improvements to services, facili- 
ties, boats and overall operation. 
Improvements include a new 38 foot 
boat, the Renegado, new Sherwood rental 
equipment and tanks, renovation of all 
the big boats with new, larger engines 
and the addition of DAN oxygen units to 
all of the boats. For reservations or infor- 
mation, call (800) 328-2288. 


Ocean Club in Providenciales, Turks & 
Caicos, has recently expanded with 34 
new suites, a fantastic new restaurant, the 
Gecko Grill and the Ocean Plaza shop- 
ping area complete with Sand Castle 
convenience store, Oasis Boutique, 
Royal Jewels and Tropical Auto. Other 
additions to the resort include The Garden 
pool with swim-up bar, a fitness center 
and an expanded dive and watersport 
center. Provo Turtle Divers is an on-site 


Add several fun loving divers 


RT NEWS 


facility offering day and night diving. For 
more information, call (800) 457-8787. 


Treasure Island Resort, a 280 room 
resort on the island of Grand Cayman, 
Cayman Islands, has opened a new 
watersports operation. The new operation 
will provide guests with diving and 
watersport services plus the latest in dive 
equipment. Treasure Island Resort’s 
state-of-the-art, full service retail dive 
center is slated to open June |, 1996. For 
reservations and information, call (800) 
203-0775. 


Scuba Outpost, on the west end of 
Catalina Island, California, affords divers 
a unique base for exploring the kelp 
forests and reefs of the California 
Channel Islands. The rustic cabin accom- 
modations are only a few foot steps from 
the waters of Emerald Bay. The facilities 
include showers, lockers, gear rinse and 
dry area, and a full service dive shop. 
Kayaks, boat diving, unlimited beach 
diving and advanced or specialty certifi- 
cation are offered. For more information, 
call (800) 574-0900. IS 
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Place ona spacious custom built dive boat 


Blend with friendly experienced staff 
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clear water 


* Bake in tropical sun & let simmer 


¢ Serve with an assortment of accomm- 
dations,a variety of amenities and 
lots of topside thrills 
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pounds. They bear down upon me like massive silver bullets 
with mouths agape and fangs protruding . . . three monstrous 
dogtooth tuna and over 50 smaller silvery followers. 






| guess | had always associated tuna with, well... cans. 
But these creatures were an incredible mix of beauty and 
machine-like viciousness. | was astounded by their sheer bulk 


(50-75 pounds), their hydrodynamic forms, and their dagger-like 
teeth. In the eerie silence, they came within five feet, 
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regarding us with their dark, knowing eyes, then 






slipped beneath us andhwere gone. 


i 


“Inner space... the final frontier, to boldly 


go where no one has gone before, to 
seek out strange new life forms... .. 
Star Trek’s prime directive seems 
somehow quite appropriate to describe 
the lure which has brought us to the 
remote northern islands of the Lau 
Group in the far reaches of eastern Fiji 
to explore and name new dive sites. 
Whereas the rest of Fiji has been well 
known to the diving world for many 
years, Lau, aptly nicknamed the 
“Exploring Islands,” is truly ripe for 
discovery. 

Dan Grenier, owner and operator of 
Crystal Divers, briefed us on his usual 
methods for finding new sites. After 
attempts at studying reef contours and 
depths on nautical charts and guessti- 
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een eer — 


mating the currents and the optimal 
lunar circumstances (do fish pay any 
attention to these?), we decided a cer- 
tain rock on the edge of the map looked 
like a keeper. 

“Dive guinea pigs,” we plunged 
backwards out of the “deep blue” and 
into lapis lazuli waters. Hundreds of 
unicornfish swept by, moving in effort- 
less synchronicity like a giant Chinese 
dragon writhing and twisting through a 
New Year’s parade. Then the tuna 
appeared. Inhaling bite-size fusilier 
fish, they swirled around us in pure 
mercurial motion. Adrenaline pulsed 
through us as we flirted with decom- 
pression and the tuna. 

As we ascended to hover for our 
safety stop, the tuna continued to flash 
beneath us, sirens calling us back to the 
edge of our limits, to the site we fitting- 
ly named Outer Limits. 

Predicting which seemingly nonde- 
script patch of wavy ocean hides a 
great dive site is by no means an exact 
science; however, sometimes you get 
lucky (i.e. Outer Limits); sometimes 
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~ CHARTING NEW REEFS 
IN THE LAU GrRouP OF FiJI 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY 


BRANDON D. COLE AND MELISSA SINGH 


you don’t (1.e. Dirt Reef). It’s all part of 
the spirit of adventure. 

Another phenomenal spot is the 
Tongan Express in the middle of the 
Tongan Passage. One of the few open- 
ings in the reef cradling Vanua Balavu, 
it was the preferred thoroughfare for 
both European trading vessels in the 
1800s and the canoe-powered armadas 
of fierce Tongan raiders wielding clubs 
and bent on subjugating Fiji. With a 
huge volume of the lagoon’s water fun- 
neling through this narrow gap during 
tidal exchanges, the Tongan Express 
proved to be just what the name 
implies — a thrilling, high speed ride. 

This spot offers yet further evidence 
of why Fiji has been proclaimed the 
“soft coral capital of the world.” Tufts, 
clumps, bushes and trees of these 
cnidarians painted all colors are in full 
bloom during peak current. Huge 
schools of bannerfish and moorish 
idols dance as one in the water column. 
In the sun-dappled splendor, a most 
impressive stand of giant golden sea 
fans stretches on seemingly forever, 








not a single one showing signs of fin 
harassment. 

Hard as it may be to pull your eyes 
away from the reef and its residents, it 
pays to turn around and scan the open 
water too. On one lucky day, Dan 
sighted a truly rare beast, king of the 
pelagic kingdom, a sailfish in full mag- 
nificence racing past on the Express. 

As we raced back from the Tongan 
Passage, we came across another rare 
beast — a proud Tongan king. It was 
Joe (our resort concierge) enthroned 
upon his palatial “floating restaurant,” 
a half-submerged raft of doubtful sea- 
worthiness. Two loyal subjects, fellow 
guests at the resort, occupied plastic 
lawn chairs at his side. Everyone was 
laughing and happily catching fish on 
hook and line, gobbling down their 
charbroiled sea delicacies, bananas and 
cassava root all cooked on an oil drum 
hibachi. King Joe grunted with plea- 
sure as we scrambled aboard, holding 
forth a blackened fish with stubby soot- 
stained fingers. We thanked him with a 
hearty Tongan “Malo a lele” and rever- 
ently squatted down to devour the ash- 
sprinkled trout with our fingers. 

The Tongan influence in Lau is evi- 
dent not only in the names and lan- 
guage but also in the food, decoration, 
and the people themselves. With Lau’s 
chain of nearly 100 islands situated 
roughly halfway between the Kingdom 
of Tonga to the east and the main 
islands of Fiji to the west, this neigh- 
borly weaving seems only natural. The 
Lau group is in fact a Tongan peace 
offering made in the bloody warring 
days of the past. 

Those days have long since van- 
ished, leaving only a peaceful island 
paradise where strangers are welcomed 
with open arms and eloquent speeches 
in broken English. At Lomaloma 
Resort, the ever-smiling Fijian staff 
greets us by name while Tongan style 
“mekes” delight us by night with song 
and dance. The resort’s manager, 
“Auntie” Lynette, fascinates all with 


her island lore and whips up a mean 


fish curry, taro leaf soup, an 
coconut cream pie to boot. : 

Fiji’s underwater gardens are 
just delicious. Lau’s “Magic 
Kingdom,” on the protected — 
back side of Vanua Balavu, | 
delivered what Dan promised 
as some of the best diving 
he’s found in the area. We 
made three consecutive 
dives near Nggillangilas : 


ey 


Passage at Neptune Gardens with bare- 
ly more surface interval than the time 
necessary to change film. One shallow 
outcropping in particular seemed the 
center of activity. Seductively wrig- 
gling cleaner fish picked the parasites 
from angels and anthias. Clouds of 
swarming baby fairy basslets pulsed 
left, then right, with each blast of our 


cameras’ strobe lights. An amorous 
boxfish couple rubbed noses and bel- 
lies, spinning seemingly out of control 
up to the surface, the insistent male 
blushing yellow and blue. Bulging-eyed 
blennies, lizards of the underwater 
world, scooted and scampered about. 
Sea whips and velcro-armed crinoids 
sheltered tiny symbiotic roommates- 
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shrimp, crabs, gobies, and clingfish. 
Each day in Lau was full of adven- 
ture both above and below the surface. 
We crawled our way into Dead Man’s 
Cave with its flowstone stalagmites and 
a macabre death’s head rock formation 
looming above. Women and children 
from nearby villages were once stashed 
in here during brutal tribal wars. In 
Turtle Lake we slogged through suck- 
ing orange mud, home to millions of 
tiny shrimp which scuttled between our 
toes. Two landlocked sea turtles also 
live in the small lake, placed here years 
ago by villagers. Following local cus- 
toms, the turtles will be sacrificed to 
honor the local chieftain (the Tui Lau) 
and his son when death claims them. 
And on tiny Bird Island, we 
walked right up to photo- 
graph nesting red foot- 
ed boobies. It was 


Vibrantly colored soft coralsfeed 
in the current as fairy basslets 
frequent nearby. ~ ee 





only later that we found out that the 
fluffy white chicks often regurgitate 
half-digested fish chunks in your direc- 
tion 1f you come too close! 

We stumbled across new dive sites 
everywhere we ventured, such as 
Moonlit Sonata, Lion’s Cage and 
Cori’s Place. This last dive, named 
after Dan’s infant son, was a colorful 
playground swathed in pastel hard- 
coral blankets. A large rock covered in 
swaying purple anemones housed its 
own nursery of clownfish and their iri- 
descent green eggs. One distressed 
damsel was intent on protecting her 
brood, trying to get at our eyes and then 
fiercely attacking our bubbles when we 
burst forth in laughter. 

A profusion of strange and won- 
drous marine life has taken up resi- 
dence in this little corner of the South 
Pacific. The very reefs themselves are 
alive, the backbone of this thriving 
marine ecosystem. Recognizing this, 
the Fijian government has declared the 
waters of Lau officially protected. 
Commercial fishing is prohibited, and 
exclusive diving privileges for Lau 
have been granted to Crystal Divers. 
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Through such measures and strict poli- 
cies of “take only pictures, leave only 
bubbles” diving and live boating rather 
than anchoring, man’s destructive 
impact on the fragile reefs and their 
residents should be minimized. 

In this day and age, when frozen 
chumsicles and Cheezwhiz desserts are 
commonly used to attract critters, it 1s 
such a simple, complete joy to slip 
beneath the ocean’s ceiling and not find 
domesticated marine life with mouths 
open wide, frantically jockeying for 
position in the lunch line. Dan does not 
bait creatures or manipulate encounters 
in any way. If animals want to come 
close, they do so naturally, curiously. 
Divers encounter “wildlife” on the ani- 
mals’ terms, in their world. 

Nowhere was this subtlety so obvi- 
ous than at the Neverending Story. A 
world class spot for reliable sightings 
of a wide variety of pelagics, it’s a mar- 
velous menagerie of the sea’s creatures 
where a meeting with nearly any critter 
is possible, from minke whales to man- 
tas. Dan says this dive has proven total- 
ly different every time. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 
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FIJI TRAVEL 
teliaetieh 


The Islands: 

Fiji is blessed with over 300 tropical 
islands. You'll arrive on the largest 
island Viti Levu and probably head 
to one of the outer islands for Fiji’s 
best diving. Just south of Viti Levu, 
you'll find Vatulele, Beqa and 
Kadavu, which offer both great 
diving and world-class accommo- 
dations. The Lomaiviti Group con- 
sists of seven islands in the central 
part of Fiji and is rich in Fijian his- 
tory — and more great diving. 
Traveling north, you'll find Vanua 
Levu, the second largest island in 
Fiji. Look to the southwest of Vanua 
Levu for unbeatable diving in 
Taveuni, Matagi, Lacaula and the 
more remote Lau Group. 


Getting there: 

From Los Angeles, nonstop flights 
are available to Nadi, Fiji. Try 
Air Pacific at (800) 227-4446 or 
Quantas at (800) 227-4500. 


Travel within Fiji: 

For transportation within Fiji (and 
to ultimate diving), try 

Air Fiji at (800) 677-4277 or 
Sunflower Airlines at 


(800) 224-0220. 


Fiji Visitor's Bureau: 
(800) 932-3454 


Entry Requirements: For U.S. citi- 
zens, a valid passport is required. 


Language: Although Fijian is the 
official language, English is widely 
spoken. 


Weather: Due to its south of the 
equator location, Fiji’s winter is our 
summer (and vice versa). During 
the winter (April through October), 
air temperatures range from 65 to 
80 degrees and water temperatures 
between 75 and 78 degrees. 
During the summer months, air 
temperatures are 70-85 degrees 
and water temperatures range from 


80 to 82 degrees. 


Best diving months: April through 
November have the best visibility. 





DIVE THE BEST! 


WE ARE DIVERS AND WE KNOW SABA — 
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! 

AIR, HOTEL AND DIVE PACKAGES 
CALL TIX TRAVEL 
1-500-256-1453 
OR 315-345-141 





Save the Manat , 
500 N. Maitland Ave. Maitland, FL 32751 


or Call | -800-432-JOIN 
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» SPORTOURS @ = CRYSTAL DiveRs 
= 4 Discover your own private 


) Fiji at the Lomaloma Resort. 
«& “DEDICATED TO ADVENTURE’ 
For all of your _ 800: 660- 2754 


South Pactic Dive <n NAIA CRUISES FU! 
Adventures, Land f Fiji’s Finest Diving 4 


Fixperience thefinest diving in the South Pacific aboard 
; Based WN ? NAVA, Explore Fiji’s best reefs with air- peondimened! 
“a Liveaboards. 
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2 
_ fine dining, and unlimited diving. It is our 
experience and dedication to our passen- 


R gers that set us apart. 


5 ensuite staterooms, dedicated camera room, 
i 9 








Check out our Website: - a 
http://www.naia.com. ny 


Call for 
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| 1-800-DIV-XPRT 
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Destination Unknown contiNuED FROM PAGE 30 


Without warning, they begin to appear, 
materializing through unseen tears in the 
blue fabric all around us. Like a volley of 
arrows shot from beyond, scores of bar- 
racuda rush towards us. Throngs of big- 
eye jacks and tiera batfish hustle on their 
way down the pelagic highway. A venera- 
ble green turtle, having no reason to fear 
us (the “no-riding” policy should keep it 
this way), drifts over to investigate us 
before pulling for the surface. 

Then the first shark appears, a big, 
meaty silvertip. The nine-foot bruiser 
rockets up to our level, circles warily, 
then descends into silence and shadow. 
Two gray reefs close in on us from both 
sides. Three hammerheads patrol under- 
neath, their business ends swinging side 
to side like metal detectors sounding the 
deep for a snack. Another hammerhead 
(how did it sneak above us?) is silhouet- 
ted against the sun, a twelve-foot malig- 
nant tattoo, blackness against the bright- 
ness. We are in the middle of the 
Dakuwaqa’s playpen, and for a moment, 





> 





- 


SABA i is a small, lush, ie eee isl 
in the Caribbean. Quaint guest houses 
invite travelers to explore the rich 
flora surrounding their hillside 





villages. The Saba Marine Park it seems uncertain as to what mood the 
maintain’s healthy marine life on their — Shark God is in. The next instant, our 
thirty permanent dive sites. Phone 011- elasmobranch playmates are gone. 

599-462231 or Fax 011-599-462350. | With images of sharks still burned into 





our eyes and prowling the shadows of our 


Dic Romantic Victorian Inn with sweeping ocean/mountain minds, we’re carried alongside a sheer 
OAMNS views. Charming deluxe rooms with antique/4-poster beds as cliff ablaze with first yellow, then purple, 





& canopies. Cliffside pool/bar & alfresco dining room. 


ath CTS Dive Package Rates with all Dive Shops: 


800-328-2288 / 212-289-6031 or fax 212- 289-1981, ‘ ey 






soft corals — Lau’s very own Yellow and 
Purple Walls. A huge manta ray glides by 
us, scooping up a planktonic breakfast 
with its gigantic dustpan mouth. The 
mammoth sea butterfly then flaps its 
wings in farewell and banks sharply 
downward to continue on its way. Still in 
shock from all we’ve seen, we attempt 
nonchalantly to continue on ours. The 
dive isn’t over yet. 

This site wonderfully hints at the 
undiscovered potential of the exploring 
isles of Lau. The diving there is in its 
embryonic stages, and its character is still 
developing and improving. We are only in 
the first chapter of the Neverending Story. 
Who can say what treasures remain to be 
found? The only certainty is that Lau, 
with all the traditional “best of Fiji,” plus 


' nt islands std sea. Warm and ly simipeee Sipeneen serv ate 
™ acomforable setting. Cafe open nightly. U.S. (708) 354- Mee ok 
‘Saba 011-599-4-62416, fax 011-599-4-62529 






For more information about fii os 
pci gn? o Saba ie cc 





SEA SABA has two 40’ covered cabin boats for — 
uncrowded, comfortable, safe rides. Expert instructors 





Select from a variety of complete dive packages. — its own unique flavor and no crowds 
Phone 800-934-3483 / 011-599-46-2246 or Serer above or below water, holds tremendous 
Fax 011-599-46-2362. ___ promise as one of the newest premier dive 
destinations. IN 
sse(tradonna U.S.A. & Canada: 800-328- 2288 — Tol ot Ga TC 
hribbean Fours. Tel: 407-774-9000 - Fax: 407-682-6000 — ae The authors would like to extend a 


“Vinaka Vaka Levu” (warmest thanks) to 


Experts in Scuba Dive Travel 
Crystal Divers and Lomaloma Resort. 


Brandon Cole, an outstanding photo- 
journalist, has made the ultimate dive by 
poping the question to Melissa Singh. 
Congratulations from Scuba Times. 
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| Archare Medicine 


As we were about to leave for a diving 
trip to Fiji this past October, our monthly 
_ issue of National Geographic arrived 


with an article: featuring the “racial 
antagonisms” between the native Fijians _ 


-and the Indian population (“The Two 
Worlds Of Fiji,” page 114, October 1995). 

After spending 11 days on three 
~ islands (Laucala, Taveuni and Viti Levu), 
we saw none of the racism which was 
headlined by National Geographic; on 
the contrary; the Fijians were the most 
friendly natives that we have ever come 
in contact with on our many dive trips 
throughout the world. The Indo-Fijians 


that we encountered, mainly shopkeep- 


_ ers and airport employees, were courte- 


ous and friendly. One of our native dive- 


masters did ask what we thought of the 
“Indians,” apparently having read the 
_ article and being curious about our reac- 

tions. The ethnic Fijians, mandated by 


British law to own no less than 83% of the 
land, comprise about half the population 
and replaced the Indian-dominated 
~ Parliament in 1987 by bloodless coup. 


: - Grave of the ° ‘Ki ng : s 5. AAV O- year- ‘e) old son” 


sesprempanennnins_ sift teman 


at Fp SRL etttelomcatiamentaaetiataneieeneadl apart a. 


‘SS ni 6 » Se ae 


While on Fiji Forbes (Laucala), our 
group of diving doctors was taken to an 
adjacent island Quamea, whose culture 
is a quaint mixture of the 18th, 19th, and 
20th centuries. Greeted formally by its 
chieftain, we were feted with a “kava” 
ceremony and a “meke” dance; in addi- 
tion, were shown their medical clinic, a 
thatch-roofed hut containing only out-of- 
date supplies and no equipment. A par- 
tially completed clinic building was also 
proudly exhibited, to be used by the pub- 
lic health doctor who visited sometimes 
monthly, local “nurses” providing care in 
_ the interim. 
- Actually, the people have very good 
-medical care available on the larger 
‘islands, their main problems being early 
diagnosis and proper treatment due to 
lack of transportation between the 
islands. The flower-garlanded grave of 
the chieftain’s two-year-old grandson 
gave mute testimony to the lack of mod- 
ern medical care; the child had recently 
died of pneumonia, an illness easily 
cured by antibiotics. 
— Ernest S Campbell, MD, FACS 





Luxurious adventure in the world’s most spectacular waters. 





Everyday, Red Sail Sports takes divers to 
the best dive spots in the Caribbean and 
Pacific. Dive Cayman’s incredible walls, 
explore lava flows in Hawaii and swim 
through underwater wrecks in Aruba 


and Curacao. 


Red Sail Sports dive operations feature 
custom-built dive boats, the latest equip- 
ment, fresh water showers and chilled 
fruit and juice. Our experienced dive staff 
will ensure that your trip is the perfect 


combination of adventure and luxury. 


Red Sail Sports is now open in Curacao! 


Dive packages ranging from budget to 
first-class accommodations starting at 
$288 for a 4 day/3 night stay. 

Call today, 800-255-6425! 


Hotel rate example is for the Seaview Hotel in Grand Cayman, 
per person based on double occupancy, 5/1—10/15/96. 


AmericanAirlines’ 


Something special in the air” 





red sall sports. 


ARUBA 


THE BAHAMAS 


CURACAO 


GRAND CAYMAN HAWAII 
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Reof Resort 


Fortola, British Virgin Islands 


# 


Prospect 
Reef 





UNDERWATER SAFARIS 


¢ PADI 5-Star Teaching Facility 

¢ NAUI Dream Resort 

¢ SSI Open Water Referrals 

¢ Largest Rental Inventory in the BVI 















A true Caribbean escape... 
The perfect base for divers and non-divers. 
Informal, moderately priced village style resort 









within walking distance of picturesque Road Town. 
Swimming, snorkeling, sailing, tennis, aerobics, 

shopping...do it all, or nothing at all. 
Pamper Yourself... 


Above or below the s sea 







: ae aah : Home base for award-winning "Baskin In The Sun" 
ive che Best of the BVI Ainélucine the Wreck of 
the Rhone. Pristine sites with year-round diving 


WD PADI 5 Star & NAUI Dream Resort 

from our three boats and two locations.We specialize Diving from your doorstep...2 boat trips daily 
in Rendezvous Tours with personalized service. Central location...50 superb dive sites nearby 
Located at the Moorings,Wickhmas Cay II and — Rainbow Visions Photo Center Ke 












Cooper Island. CALL for our all-inclusive : 
brochure: 800-537-7032 direct to the BVI go” 

or in the Caribbean CALL: : 
809-494-3235. Fax:809-494-5322 















800-356-3937 USA 
800-463-3608 CAN 






silbrides 


nderwater 
30 Years Tours 


of diving the B.V.I 





















A relaxed yet professional approach to diving 
makes us the preferred choice among resi- 
dents and a return favourite for visitors. Our 
instructors offer many years of experience. 
See the R.M.S. Rhone and other 
beautiful dive sites with 
a confidence. 
















Kilbrides Underwater Tours, located at the Bitter End 
Resort, North Sound,Virgin Gorda. Stay at the resort or 

on your boat! We offer some of the best diving in the 
British Virgin Islands:Wreck of the Rhone and Chikuzen, 
beautiful coral reefs such as “Alice in Wonderland” the 
Invisibles,and much more.While diving with Kilbride’s, non- 
divers can enjoy the Bitter End Resort and it’s many water- 
sports: windsurfing, sailing on boats 8’ to 30’, snorkeling, 
and relaxing by the pool or beach. 












* Rendezvous diving 
for beginners or 
certified divers 
° Multiple dive packages 
* Equipment sales & rental 
° Airfill station 


ELUE WATER DIVERS 


Located in Nanny Cay Marina, Tortola 
VHF Channel 16 


Phone (809) 494-2847 
Fax (809) 494-0198 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 
P.O. Box 846, Road Town, Tortola, BVI 












Wah, tl 






Call Kilbrides Underwater Tours 
Phone/Fax/Recorder 809-495-9638 »° Toll-free 800-932-4286 
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Barbachano Tours 


( ) 4A‘ i vA 


http://www.mayareet.com 


|} 


_ DIVE BVI 


We've been at it 
for over 20 years 


“The finest elope sieie MM merclilelex-tolile 


NOW FEATURING 4 LOCATIONS: ANEGADA 
Virgin Gorda Yacht Harbour SNORKEL TRIPS 


Leverick Bay, North Sound 


Peter Island Hotel pygpy 5-star training facilities & 
Marina Cay qyguy continuing education centre 


PO. Box 1040 * Virgin Gorda ° British Virgin Islands 
TEL: (800) 848-7078 © (809) 495-5513 © FAX: (809) 495-5347 


MAY/JUNE 1996 35 





he north wind caught us by 

surprise. Even in this day of 

satellite weather, no one had 

checked the forecast. Why 
bother, we thought; we were only going 
a few miles offshore, and the previous 
day had been great. (As it turned out, 
no forecast had been correct anyway, 
and many other mariners were caught 
off-guard by the sudden change in 
wind, some dangerously so.) 

A change in wind direction usually 
doesn’t mean much to divers in Belize 
since almost all of the atolls and cayes 
have leeward sides to explore. This day 
was different, though. Our destination 
was a place in southern Belize | had 
been hearing about that a small group 
of guides had been visiting for years. 
No one has an “official” name for it; 
some call it the Shark Hole: others have 
named it the Black Hole. No matter the 
name, I had heard enough to make me 
want to hunker down in the stiff wind 
in a 26-foot open Mexican skiff to find 
it. The entrance to the hole is only 5 
feet across and 10 feet long and is in 30 
feet of water, close to Tobacco Caye, 
one of Belize’s many southern cayes. 
The crack expands into a large round 
opening 100 feet deep and maybe 200 
feet across. Sunlight shines straight 
down into the center, and divers have 
been known to encounter any number 
of sharks while exploring the outer 
walls. 

As we got in the area and started 
gearing up, our guides slowly circled, 
looking for the cavern entrance. The 
normally crystalline water was now 
like looking into a bowl of soggy corn 
flakes. For close to three hours, our 
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the Blue Hole, Prieiebie if 
Barrier Reef, have become household. 
names, the deeper you dig the shinier . 
_ the gold. For example, just a generation 
ago, West Indian manatees were hunted 
yand killed here. A large one was big 
enough to feed a small village. 
Manatee bone carvings were traded 
openly. Today, laws are strictly 
enforced, and manatee-watching trips 
have replace manatee-hunting trips as 
some of the most popular tours offered 
out of Ambergris Caye. The same guys 
who used to kill manatees for their 
meat and bones are taking guests out 
for enchanting encounters with these 
gentle giants. The boats don’t leave 
with less than four people, and at $75 
US a head, the arithmetic isn’t hard for 
the locals who need to feed a family. 
Legislation has recently been passed to 
make it illegal to swim or snorkel in 
one area where at least a dozen mana- 
tees are known to live. No need to get 
in the water, though. Some of the more 
curious ones will come right up to the 
boat to check out the odd-looking 
dome port on a video camera. 

Another of Belize’s little known 
treasures is a research station and fish- 
eries officer on Middle Caye at 
Glover’s Atoll to monitor habits, such 
as the famous annual grouper spawning 
and to enforce the laws that make the 
entire atoll a preserve. What a grand 
piece of undersea to preserve. This 
260-square-kilometer atoll was named 

for the 17th century English 
pirate, Capt. John Glover, 
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AAYSTERY 


OF THE MAYAS 


Surrounded by the ruins of an 
ancient Mayan religious site, the dark- 
ness of the jungle began to fuel my 
vivid imagination. | pictured the peo- 
ple who built these extravagant tem- 
ples and the secrets they took with 
them when they left. Several Mayan 
sites dot the Belize countryside. Some 
have been restored while others are 
only partially excavated; their secrets 
waiting to be revealed. 

In pre-Spanish times, the Mayan 
civilization flourished. Their artistic 
and intellectual abilities rivaled those 
of their European counterparts. Then, 
around 900 AD, for reasons that are 
still unexplained, the Mayan civiliza- 
tion collapsed. People fled their cities 
and religious centers and headed for 
the countryside. Their buildings and 
temples were left to the mercy of the 
jungle. By the time the Spanish arrived 
in the early 1500's, most cities were 
unoccupied and in decay. The arrival 
of the Spanish only complicated 
things. They brought diseases that 
decimated 90% of the native popula- 
tion. In their effort to convert the 
natives to Christianity, the Spanish 
conquerors also destroyed most of the 
written history of the Mayas. Only 
four volumes remain (imagine four 
Stephen King novels being left to tell 
our history). Their story was lost. 

The Mayan people, however, con- 
tinue to survive in present-day Mexico 
and Central America. Their culture 
and religion have become permanent- 
ly intertwined with that of the Spanish. 
Although most practice Christianity, 
they have integrated the ancient gods 
into their spiritual life and often hold 
church services in their native tongues. 
We may never know the whole story 
behind the fall of the Mayan civiliza- 
tion. Each year archeologist painstak- 
ingly dig a little knowledge out of the 
mounds of rock, trying to unlock 
the secrets of the Mayas. 

— Betsy Archer 


who found refuge in its lee. Divers in 
the know have been coming here for 
years to get away from the crowd. 
Spectacular wall dives await the adven- 
turous photographer wanting to fill a 
wide lens or macro framer. Glover’s 
Atoll is not only the best developed 
biologically of the Caribbean atolls, but 
it also has the most diversity and is in 
almost pristine condition. Not as well- 
known as Lighthouse Atoll or Turneffe, 
Glover’s boasts of its anonymity. It’s 
truly unspoiled and has a wildness seen 
by only a few divers. 

Closer to the center of action, the 
hottest new diving discovery is Shark- 
Ray Alley, an eight-foot dive/snorkel 
spot six miles south of San Pedro. 
Dozens of nurse sharks and southern 
stingrays gather round as guides hand- 
feed them sardines. This has the poten- 
tial to become Belize’s version of 
Cayman’s Stingray City, only with more 
critter diversity. In addition to sharks 

and rays, a huge green moray 
usually comes around 
looking for a 
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Photo by Joe Miller. 


Below: Glyphs at 
Xunantunich. Photo by 
Joe Miller. 


Opposite: The famous 
Blue Hole in the Belize 
Barrier Reef. Photo by 

Norbert Wu. 





handout, just to add to the excitement. 

As far as diving staples go, 
Ambergris Caye has always been, and 
still is, the capital of diving in Belize. 
Hol Chan Marine Reserve continues to 
play host to thousands of divers each 
year. The schools of fish keep getting 
larger, and the friendly green morays 
that were photographed to lure divers 
here ten years ago are still around with 
their young ones living in the same 
neighborhood. The spur and groove 
formations just outside the barrier reef 
open up into the vastness as divers 
cruise their canyons. “M & M” caverns 
offer a series of four tunnels, some so 
long it takes a minute of steady kicking 
to reach the other end. 

Of course, no adventure to Belize is 
complete without a dive in the famous 
Blue Hole. The giant stalactites that 
hang in the inky blue at 130 feet have 
been attracting divers for more than 20 
years, and there is no wane in sight for 
their popularity. Many who have been 
diving there for years still get a thrill 
out of experiencing “the most awesome 
10 minutes in diving.” 

Two days after my misadventure in 
southern Belize, a lucky group of 
divers spent 45 minutes with a whale 
shark outside the reef just north of San 
Pedro, Ambergris Caye’s main 
town. Right place, right time. 

Although we got shut out on 
that one dark day, two 








weeks later we went to 
some different sites just 
off the southern coast near 
Placencia. The shallow 
walls and beautiful tiny 
islands more than made up 
for it, giving us ample 
opportunities to fill our 
frames. Belize’s southern 
cayes are fast becoming 
the hot spot for more laid 
back divers and snorkel- 
ers. Many operators in 
Belize and the States offer 
kayak packages from 
Dangriga and Placencia, 
both guided and unguided. 
Sure, you can do it on 
your own; its easy to see 
from one caye to the next 
and usually only takes a 
couple of hours of pad- 
dling. Campsites and small 
rustic resorts are popping up all over 
southern Belize to cater to this fast-grow- 
ing market. 

Newcomers to Belize can still shiver 
with excitement as they complete their 
diving check list, from lively Hol Chan 
to the mysterious Blue Hole. These 
always-popular dive sites have not 
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faded in their glory. And, frequent visi- 
tors to Belize can still discover new 
adventures — from fresh-water mana- 
tees to a search for the elusive Black 
Hole — which keeps Belize living up 
to its reputation as the true Adventure 
Coast. Sometimes you don’t have to 
look very far. IN 
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Thanks to southern guides of 
Placencia. 


In addition to whipping up a fine 
home-brewed cerveza, native Texan Joe 
Miller works as Editor of Belize 
Magazine and runs Joe Miller Photo- 
graphy in San Pedro, Ambergris Caye. 





Entry Requirements: Passport 
Language: English, Spanish, Creole 
Airport: Belize International; 10 miles from Belize City. 


Departure Tax: U.S. $5 


Electricity: | 10 volts; 60 cycles 
Belize Tourist Board: 01! |-501-2-77213-73255 


Fax 01 1-501-2-77490 
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\ / YW / here the wondrous worlds of the Caribbean and Central America unite 

to create an unforgettable experience... Mayan ruins, scuba 
diving, wildlife reserves, cultural festivals, swim- 
ming, snorkeling, fishing, canoeing, horseback 
riding, bird watching and much more. 
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‘** Dive the Largest 
Barrier Reef 
in the Western 
Hemisphere 


I b el 421 Seventh Avenue, Suite 1110 ¢ New York, NY 10001 
a (TEL) 212-563-6011, (FAX) 212-563-6033 
83 North Front Street, PO. Box 325 © Belize City, Belize 


1-800-624-0686 (TEL) 501-2-77213, (FAX) 501-2-77490 
































TRAVEL 
BAKGAINI 


y $735* includes seven nights 
ccommodations, breakfast & 
dinner daily, six days of 2-tank 
boat diving, one night dive, 
roundtrip airfare between Belize 
International Airport and 


Ambergris Caye, Ambergris land 


transfers, and Belize hotel tax. 
* price per person, double occupancy 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
TRAVEL 


800-247-3483 


ot (206) 441-3483 ° FAX (206) 441-5431 














SAN PEDRO, 
AMBERGRIS CAYE 
BELIZE 


U.S. PHONE DIAL DIRECT 


011-501-26-2191/FAX 2346 


ADVENTURES 


N\ 


Dive vacations begin at Belize’s premier 
resort, Ramada Royal Reef. Depart from our 
marina to explore some of the world’s most 

spectacular dive sites like Goff’s Caye 
Garden, Rendezvous Caye, Pirate’s Anchor, 
Silver Side Caye and Grouper Alley. 


Relax in the comfort of your air-conditioned 
room. Enjoy lively entertainment at our 
popular dockside Calypso Bar. Dine in 

our charming Reef Restaurant. 


Call 1-800-382-7776 or 1-800-854-7854. 
RAMADA’ 


RESORT & MARINA 


P.O. Box 1758 Belize City, Belize, C.A. 
Tel: (501) 2- 32670 - Fax: (601) 2-34322 
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stinations 


176 Mile Barrier Reef 
Miles of Drop-Offs 
Coral and Marine Life 
Like No Other 


Rock’s Inn 
Rum Point 
Manta Resort 
Journey’s End 
Victoria House 
Mayan Princess 
Paradise Resort 
Cottage Colony | 
Lighthouse Reef 
Caribbean Villas 
Chan Chich Lodge 
Nautical Inn 
Chaa Creek Cottages 
Belize Yacht Club 
Blue Marlin Lodge 
San Pedro Holiday 
Belize Diving Services 
Turneffe Island Lodge 
St. George’s Lodge 
Ramon's Village 
Sunbreeze Hotel 
Windy Hill Cottages 


Anthony’s Key Resort 
Coco View Resort 
Fantasy Island 


Belizeans Specializing 
in Belize 
LA 504 366-9985 
FAX 504 366-9986 





yh ioe ne 


e Is land 7, 
Fe 





nel 


~ 


et = tee i ; 
L___g PYIVdle ISidnd KOS 
eLocated at the world famous Elbow...Belize’s premiere marine life 
encounter e newly renovated rooms, boats, dining & lounge facility 
eair conditioned rooms available e world class sporffishing ... 
back country and deep sea 


fax 904-641-5285 e 1-800-874-01 18¢ 904-641-4468 
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YOUR SPECIAL TRIP. 
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CELLULAR: 501-1-49°596 P.O. BOX 1818, BELIZE CITY |) cea... 
TELEPHONE: 501-2-34526 FAX: 501-2-78808 eee 






“OFF THE BEATEN PATH” 


Experience diving at its finest . . . We want to share our sanctuary with you, 
so loosen your tie, kick off your shoes and wiggle your toes in the sand. 
We don’t have any telephones or traffic out here, just clear blue 
Caribbean as far as the mind can wander. 
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Dive bet l7e 
On the Living Reef... 
south Water Caye, Belize 


ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES include local 
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(888-359-2263) 

304-A Utica Ave, Brookland, NY 11213 
718-773-3009, Fax 718-773-3338 
421 7th Ave., Ste. 804, NY, NY 10001 
212-279-0545, Fax 212-279-1594 


800-798-1558 


International: 011-501-52-2243 
or 011-501-52-2759; Fax: 011-501-52-2296 











Charming beachfront villas:oma,private Caribbean island add a touch of luxury to a 
resort dedicated to serious divérs. As the only hotel on Lighthouse Reef Atoll —.world 
famous for its Blue Hole = Lighthouse Reef Resort boasts a private airstrip, the best 

beach in Belize, air-conditioning, local cuisine and friendly people as well as 42-miles of 
pristine walls.and réefs that will convince you that you have “dived and Bue to heaven”. 
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Turneffe Flats offers 
world-class diving from 
a private island on the 
Turneffe Atoll. Dive ©3 
the entire Atoll, as 
well as the Blue Hole, 
Half Moon Wall and 
The Elbow. Dive pack- 
age includes 3 dives 


ESmameesrs = ecm 7 daily, | night dive and 
The Holiday Hotel is located on the beach in the center of San Pedro Town Bearer = unlimited shore diving 4 


on the tropical island of Ambergris Caye, Belize. All rooms have a view of the ee oe rg with rons 5 
x . ‘ 
Caribbean Sea and the famous Belize Barrier Reef. E a edd Ma cect eaeaus 
ee, ee: +t | ~~ (Comfortable accommo- j 
Our full-service dive shop offers equipment rental, PADI certification, diving, fe dations. cil the 
snorkeling, fishing and glass bottom boat expeditions. Our experienced guides [i £ wis .: modern conveniences. 
offer personalized service in small groups. | eo? 
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For reservations dial direct 011-501-26-2014 or fax 011-501-26-2295 oe 
or write San Pedro fa pe) Hotel, P.O. Box 1140, Belize pe ene n 
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Lake Francis Case, 
South Dakota 

Lake Francis Case, a 105-mile-long 
Missouri River impoundment behind 
Fort Randall Dam at Pickstown, South 
Dakota, provides consistently clear 
water and high adventure for divers in 
the Great Plains. The U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers built the dam in the early 
1950s for flood control, power genera- 
tion and recreation. 
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Divers enjoy many different aspects 
of Lake Francis Case. Instructors take 
advantage of the 15-25 foot visibility 
and 100-foot depths for all kinds of 
training dives. Spearfishing in the lake is 
legal, and game fish season runs from 
July | to March 5. Catfish and buffalo 
carp grow very large and challenge the 
underwater hunter. 

“Let’s dive the wall!” refers to the 
vertical rock wall created by cutting 
through a hill to route the river into the 
intakes for the power plant. “The Wall” 
starts at 50-55 feet and drops vertically 
to over 100 feet. 


The “High Adventure” is diving the 
tailrace where the water comes out of the 
power plant. Imagine the thoughts run- 
ning through the mind of the first-time 
tailrace diver about to step off the boat 
into that thundering, churning water! The 
exhilaration and the smile following that 
first run lasts for days or weeks. 

You may see hundreds of fish on one 
run: paddlefish, sturgeon, burbot, wall- 
eye, smallmouth bass, catfish, buffalo 
carp and suckers. All this 
occurs as you dodge rocks and 
trees and stumps while flying 
down the river. The faster the 
current and the lower the visi- 
bility (3-15 feet), and the more 
exciting it gets. 





Many valuable objects litter the bot- 
tom. You can pick up anything a fisher- 
man could possibly lose from lures to 
trolling motors. For artifact hunters, you 
can find bones, teeth and skulls of pre- 
historic bison who met their demise in 
the swift Missouri River. The fast cur- 
rent in the tailrace requires specific 
equipment and techniques. Make your 
first run down the tailrace with a dive 
operator who offers detailed briefings 
and dives with you for the first time. 

Pickstown, South Dakota, is 150 
miles north of Grand Island, Nebraska, 
on U.S. Highway 281. An air station 
operated jointly by two dive centers pro- 
vides fills at Fort Randall Bait and 
Tackle right beside the dam. Manicured 
campgrounds and several excellent 
motels offer good places to stay. The 
Fort Randall Casino provides gambling 
and top-notch lounge entertainment just 
four miles down the road. 

People traveling to the casino in the 
past five years have “discovered” South 
Dakota’s best-kept | secret—-Lake 
Francis Case. But the lake is so large 
and convoluted that you can still feel 
that you are there nearly alone, even on 
a holiday weekend. The Yankton Sioux 
tribe that operates the casino will soon 
begin construction on a 10 million dollar 
resort hotel and marina on the lake just 
above the dam. 


Photos by Merle Pierson 











For more detailed information, call 
Heartland Scuba Center at 800-344- 
DIVE or Donovan’s Hobby and Scuba 
Center at 605-338-6945. 


— by Ron Johns 


Peppers Ferry, Virginia 

Located on the New River near 
Radford, Virginia, approximately one 
mile past the arsenal on Route 114. The 
dive site is located at the bridge as it 
crosses the river. That is one of the rea- 
sons it is still a popular dive site with the 
locals. Have you ever noticed what peo- 
ple throw out of their vehicles? We have 
found a box of love notes, a gold-col- 
ored Buddha, stereos (both car and 
home centers), television sets, a recliner 
and the usual river treasures like tires, 
shoes, fishing lines and lures. (We set 
the TV up next to the recliner but the 
reception wasn’t good; we could only 
get channel cats.) 

Now, don’t get me wrong; there is 
lots to see besides the man-made stuff. 
With the grasses that grow along the 
shallow areas (10-25 feet) come a vari- 
ety of fish in their own little nursery 
habitat. There are perch, bass, carp, 
muskie, walleye, sharks (just kidding 
about the sharks) and catfish (very, very 
BIG catfish). 

Historically, the river is one of the 
oldest in North America and is one of 
only two rivers in the Northern 
Hemisphere that flow north. This makes 
for some interesting rock formations, 
especially to the geology nuts. Peppers 
Ferry was named after a doctor who 
lived in the area. Yes, there are ties to 
the very popular soft drink and the old 
ferry crossing on the New River; both 
were named after the same man, Dr. 
Pepper. 

The best time of year to dive for wimp 
divers (warm, intelligent, marine person 
aka someone who doesn’t want to get too 
cold) is summer and early fall. Year 
round if you have a drysuit. 

There are two dive shops in the area 
that you can call for information: 
¢ Diving Enterprises in Roanoke 
540-345-8555 
¢ New River Valley Scuba in 
Christiansburg 540-382-9258. 

All in all, Pepper’s Ferry on the New 
River is a grin. The visibility can range 
from good to braille, but no matter what 
the conditions, an enjoyable dive can 
be had. 

— Marie Waller 


Lake Michigan, 
Diving Chicago Style 

Looking out across the waters of 
Lake Michigan, it’s hard to imagine 
they’re there, in the shadow of 
Chicago’s magnificent skyline, beside 
crowded beaches, not far from the busy 
downtown area are famous ships, lost 
warplanes and century-old antiques. 

Over the last several years, the diving 
conditions of Lake Michigan have 
improved. The lake’s visibility now 
averages between 10 and 15 feet. It 
ranges from zero on windy, overcast 
days to 40 feet on calm, sunny days. 





The water temperature of Lake 
Michigan in the winter drops to 32 
degrees, but the average surface temper- 
ature in May and June hovers around 50 
degrees. Although Chicago’s hot sum- 
mers warm the water to a balmy 70 
degrees on the surface, it remains at 
about 39 degrees on the lake’s floor. 

Hundreds of shipwrecks, hundreds of 
World War II airplanes and debris from 
the Great Chicago Fire are entombed 
below the surface, preserved by the cold, 
salt-free water. At least 100 sites are con- 
centrated in Chicago’s immediate vicinity. 

Divers agree that shipwrecks are the 
reason to dive Lake Michigan. The Wells 
Burt, a 100-year-old, three-masted 
schooner, lies a few miles east of Chicago. 
Settled 40 feet below the surface, it’s still 
intact and recognizable. The hull, 50 per- 
cent of the decking, major pieces of equip- 
ment and much more, remain preserved in 
their original positions. 

Submerged two miles east of 
Montrose Harbor is a famous junk yard 
known as the Caissons. Although it 
appears to be an unimpressive pile, it is 
actually one of Chicago’s most unusual 
dive spots. What little remained of 


Chicago after the Great Fire was towed 
out onto the lake and dumped. Amassed 
on the lake’s floor are bottles, plates, 
horseshoes and brass fittings. 

Over the years, many headline-mak- 
ing treasures have been discovered. Two 
years ago, after spending 50 years at the 
bottom of the Lake, a World War II 
combat plane was recovered. A bigger 
surprise was finding the World War I 
German submarine UC-97. The U-boat 
was brought to tour the United States 
after the war, but in accordance with the 
Treaty of Versailles, it was taken out on 
the lake in1921 and sunk. After years of 


Photo by Kerri Horton 


searching, the U-boat was found 20 
miles northeast of Navy Pier in 200 feet 
of water. 

The most appealing wrecks may be 
the ones still waiting to be found. 
According to a report by the Underwater 
Archeological Society of Chicago, 
Illinois waters are surrounded by 60 
miles of shoreline and include over two 
thousand square miles of water. Under 
these waters are an estimated 300 
sunken vessels. Only about 20 have 
been located and identified. 

Lake Michigan is frequently over- 
looked by divers. This scene doesn’t 
include clear blue water, colorful fish or 
tropical drinks, but it does have some 
extraordinary dive sites. The wrecks are 
as breathtaking and thought provoking 
as many of the more obvious dive spots. 

Lake conditions are unpredictable. In 
a short time, calm water turns into four- 
foot seas. This lake should not be your 
first fresh water dive. For information, 
contact an IIlinois dive store listed in our 
Dive Store Directory located in the back 
of the magazine. IN 

— Kerri Horton 
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CDROM Training 


NAUI GOES DIGITAL 


WW: live in exciting times. Imagine 
all the people who would learn 
to dive if they weren’t so busy. Many 
have so much going on that they just 
never get around to it. The National 
Association of Underwater Instructors 
(NAUI) has teamed up with Top Hook, 
Inc., a computer-based training compa- 
ny, on a product that will make it easier 
for busy people to earn basic and 
advanced scuba certifications. 

In addition to pool sessions for learn- 
ing skills, dive courses require substan- 
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Screen captures from Basic Course 


tial academic work. Two 
interactive CD-ROMs have 
been created that enable stu- 
dents to master the class- 
room portion of dive courses 
on their own time and at 
their own pace. This elimi- 
nates the need to travel to a 
specific place at a set time. 
The CDs are referenced to 
the appropriate NAUI texts. 

After studying each section, the stu- 
dent completes a computerized “skill 
review.” If 75 percent of the questions 
are correctly answered, the computer 
provides a code number that is entered 
ona card. The test (which changes each 
time) can be taken as many times as is 
necessary for the student to learn the 
material. The software flags wrong 
answers, analyzes performance, and 
gently steers until the topic is mastered. 

When all the sections are successfully 
completed, the student mails the card 
(with code numbers) to Top Hook and 
receives a Certificate of Completion 
which NAUI Scuba Centers accept as 
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BY DAVE AND SUE MILLHOUSER 


proof of completion of the classroom 
part of the course. Before in-water 
training begins, the student must pass 
the NAUI written exam, but most find it 
easy after having completed the CD work. 

Tom Mann, a long-time NAU! 
instructor at Adventure Sports Scuba in 
Montgomery, Alabama, has taught with 
the CD for several months and is enthu- 
siastic. “It brings people into diving 
who didn’t have time for a traditional 
course,” he says. “We can provide bet- 
ter instruction, more efficiently.” 
Students studying on their 
own, interacting with the 
software, learn more 
because they are working 
when it’s convenient. 
Some students work on 
the computer in the dive 
shop and ask questions as 
they go. 

Tom also feels that the 
CD provides insurance 
that divers are exposed to 


Environment : 









all of the material, providing an added 
measure of “quality assurance” that 
protects both the diver and the instruc- 
tor. Tom is particularly excited about 
the intensity of the advanced course, 
feeling that the large amount of acade- 
mic content that must be mastered 
makes this new medium particularly 
useful. 

Another experienced instructor, Art 
Melvin (Discover Scuba in Houston, 
Texas), initially was doubtful about a 
basic course taught this way, feeling the 
CD is more appropriate for advanced 
students. Skepticism has fallen by the 
wayside. “This is training for people 
who have a life, doing so many things 


















that the need to spend hours in a class- 
room would make learning to dive 
impossible.” 

Like Tom Mann, Art feels that the 
CD course has brought lots of folks into 
diving who would have found class- 
room work impossible to schedule. He 
cites a West Texas couple as an exam- 
ple. Even though they were 150 miles 
from the nearest dive shop, they were 
able to complete the academic work at 
home. When they met Art for their pool 
work, it was accomplished quickly, sav- 
ing both time and money. Checkout dives 
(darn) were completed in the Caymans. 

When the CD students arrive for in- 
water work, Art feels that they have a 
superior grasp of theory. “The conver- 
sations that take place at the pool are on 
a very high plane, with students asking 
informed questions,” because they 
already have the basics down, Art has 
the opportunity to communicate more 
of the little things he’s learned over the 
years, making sure there are no gaps in 
their knowledge. 

Both Tom and Art believe that one 
of the most significant benefits of the 
CD-ROM course is the ability to 
review. Since the diver owns the CD, it 
will always be available for “brushing 
up” on knowledge, perhaps in advance 
of a trip that will involve new dive expe- 
riences, for example, “How DO those 
dive tables work?” 

We found both CDs easy to work 
with, with the material flowing in an 
intuitive way. Frankly, the program is 
so much fun that you can’t help but 
learn (with “experienced” divers often 
muttering “I knew that’). 

Adventures in Scuba Diving (the 
basic course) and Mastering Advanced 
Scuba Diving sell for about $60 each. 
System requirements are minimal, with 
sound and animation available to those 
who have the equipment. For more 
information or to order the CD, contact 
your local NAUI Dive Facility or con- 
tact NAUI at (800) 553-NAUI. 8 
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On March 10, 
Francisco Ferreras 
Rodriguez, better 
known as “Pipin,” 
plunged to a new 
world record for 
breath-hold diving off the coast of 
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. Although 
there are at least four separate disci- 
plines, no-limits breath-hold diving 
(practiced by Pipin) is the deepest. It 
allowed him to break his previous 
record by plummeting to 427 feet. 
The physiological aspects of trav- 
eling to such depths are overwhelm- 
ing. Forget the breath holding and 
just imagine the crushing pressure of 
13 atmospheres. Don’t try this at 
home. Pipin has trained for many 
years to accomplish this feat. By 
using a variety of meditative tech- 
niques, he is able to slow his heart to 
about 18 beats per minute, allowing 
him to conserve oxygen. He has also 
developed a greater lung capacity 
than most of his land-dwelling 
friends and is able to inhale twice as 
much air. His conditioning began at 
a very early age while spearfishing 
with his father off the coast of Cuba. 
About a mile from the famous 
Land’s End arch in Cabo San Lucas, 
Pipin boarded the heavy sled that 
carried him to record-setting depths. 
The rapid descent made it necessary 
for Pipin to constantly clear his ears. 
His lungs compressed and his blood 
concentrated in his heart and brain. 
At 427 feet, the sled came to an 
abrupt halt. Here, Pipin filled a bal- 
loon with compressed air from a 
small tank. Amid a burst of bubbles, 
he torpedoed to the surface. He was 
not able to kick himself to the surface 
from such great depths. The ascent 
WaASthe most dangerous part of the 
dive. His lungs re-expand, and he 
faced the possibility of shallow- 
water blackout, common among 





free-divers. Finally, Pipin exploded 

through the water's surface. The whole 

event took less than three minutes. 
— Betsy Archer 
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KEEP THE ADVENTURE ALIVE + DIVE! DIVE! DIVE! IN ‘96 


SCUBA LAKE 
MICHIGAN CHARTERS 


aboard “SEA QUEST II” 
“The Finest wreck diving in Southern Lake Michigan” 


Wrecks, Reefs & Planes 
Special - Monday/Friday 5-Tank Trips - Rentals Available 
(Shop/Cub/Instructor Discounts Upon Request) 
For brochure, rates & schedule, call or write: 


CAPTAIN ERNIE PIOTROWSKI 
52737 E. CYPRESS CIRCLE, SOUTH BEND, IN 46637 


219-271-0192 


NOW FOR 1 - 3 DIVERS - 


DIVE THE GREAT LAKES 
iVOIdaWwY JAIG 


“DIVER DAN” 


SIPADAN DIVE CENTRE 


SDN BHD 


Dive with Sipadan Dive Centre 
for a stress free, relaxing and 
enjoyable holiday in this incredible 


dive destination. A traditionally protected 


wilderness offering some of the world’s most 


spectacular diving. . 


SIPADAN, THE SCUBA DIVERS PARADISE 


Reservations: 
A1026, 10th Floor, Wisma Merdeka 
Jalan Tun Razak, 88000 Kota Kinabalu 
Sabah, Malaysia 
Tel: (6088) 240584/218710 
Fax: (6088) 240415 


(KKKP licence No: 2372) 


Other Services: 
Retail of Scubapro Dive Equipment, 
Repair & Maintenance of Dive Equipment 
Dive Equipment Rental 
PADI Dive Education 
Tel: (6088) 233943 


No Pioto Compares ay 
With Being Here. 


The 

unbelievable 

walls. The 
Ne@aeells)(o 

marine life. Even the 


spectacular meals make it hard to show 

how incredible a stay here really is. 

But, bring your camera anyway, it’s the only way you'll 
be able to explain what it was like when you get home. 


Call us, we'll try our best 
to describe it to you. 
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ayman 


each Kesort 


CAYMAN 


For information & reservations call: 1-800-327-3835 or 813-323-8727 Fox 813-323-8827 


ISLANDS 





MAY/JUNE 1996 47 





























Scubapro MK 20EAN First Stage > 


Scubapro’s 1996 line introduced a broad range of products for nitrox. The 
MkK20 EAN first stage is oxygen cleaned for use with enriched air mixtures 
(nitrox or EAN) containing greater than 23.5 percent oxygen. Available in 
both the standard yoke and DIN connections. Also offered is the MK20 
EAN Conversion Kit that allows conversion of existing MK20 first stages to 
EAN with oxygen compatible materials to be installed following the oxygen 
cleaning. For more information, call Scubapro at 1-800-GO-SCUBA 


¥ apollo EX Drysuit’s Foot Valve 


Looking to make the leap from wet to dry? The new 
apollo EX drysuit features the first patented foot valve. 
This valve gives new meaning to 
the expression “let your feet 
breathe” as it makes buoyancy 
control easy for both beginning 
and advanced divers. Compact 
yet sensitive, the foot valve auto- 
matically releases air to com- 

pensate for pressure changes as 


inch. F ° 
ae ee st neh Sig aa Diver Down TankPak »> 
information, contact apollo at 


(800) 231-0909 or (415) 392- Backaches from carrying your 
ASH 
9143 fax (415) 398-1776. tank? With the new TankPak, 


you can easily carry, store and 
protect your tank inone bag. The 4 
adjustable, padded straps allow 

the tank to be carried on your / 
back, freeing your hands. / 
Durable Cordura protects 
your tank while an industrial 
zipper insures a snug fit. It is 
available in black with back- 
pack straps in several popu- 
lar colors. For more informa- 
tion, contact Diver Down at 
(800) 870-DIVE (3483). 















“4 Orcatron Communications Ltd. 
Scubaphone Sport 

Looking for comfortable, wireless, underwater communica- 
tions? Then, Scubaphone Sport may be the answer. Orcatron 
has leveraged its leadership in underwater communications to 
offer clear, natural communications to the sport diver. 
Underwater photographers, scuba instructors and even the 
sport diver can benefit from the Scubaphone Sport. No more 
clumsy hand signals trying to explain what you saw; just tell 
your buddy about it! For more information, call (604) 941- 
7909 fax (604) 941-7517 








DEMA’‘s (Diving Equipment and Marketing Association) annual trade show showed off its wares in New Orleans this past 
January. While the crawfish were’plentiful and the jazz and blues equally as delightful, the number of innovative diving prod- 
ucts seemed a bit thin. However, there were a few exceptions, which we've so conscientiously reviewed here in the following 
aptly named article, DEMA Roundup. From underwater phones fo edible fish spuds, at least the variety of products was bountiful, 
even if the number of innovations were few. Read on and you may find at least one product to take you closer to your credit limit. 
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Oceanautix Multi-Pac > 


If you’re looking for more power and longer burn time, try 
the Oceanautix new Multi-Pac system available for lighting 
systems (great for cave and wreck diving) and video lighting. 
The basic unit includes a removable high-capacity industrial 
Nicad battery and charger. The battery units are tank mount- 
able, compact, and rated to a depth of 200 feet. The quick 
connect/disconnect system makes it easy to use. Options 
include video lights with multi-position arms, a dual lighting sys- 
tem combination hand held/head mountable and a search light 
which is also hand held or head mountable. For more informa- 
tion, contact Oceanautix at (514) 329-5386 fax (514) 329-1698. 


P.J. Noyes Fishin’ Chips ¥ 


Now divers and snorkelers can play “feed the fish” and get 
closer to fish with new Fishin’Chips. Each packet contains 
28 individual blisters of nutritious fish food treats. Because it 
is waterproof, the packet can be reused on multiple dives, and 
the remaining treats won’t get soggy. The custom-designed 
lanyard can be attached to your 
wrist or BCD. The suggest- 
ed retail price is $3.95. 
For more information, 
contact P.J. Noyes at 

(800) 522-2469. 


Fuji Fit-Phone VY 

As cellular phones thrive above water, underwater communi- 
cation continues to grow with a new contender, the Fit-Phone 
underwater communication system. The system is compact 
and lightweight. Three models are available. (The receiving- 
only unit will receive from any underwater transceiver and 
allows you to transmit via signal.) The underwater 
receiving/talking unit also incorporates a transmitting unit 


VS-Cubed Flashcard Flashlight designed for use with a full face . 
Inspector Gadget would love to put this wafer-thin lighting mask. The surface unit allows 
system up his sleeve. Weighing less than an ounce, this Sle pasts ee 
Flashcard Flashlight combines a super bright ih eager . 
krypton bulb, dome switch and mercury- atau annette | Waal 
free battery in waterproof vinyl. 7 : 


| i Ultrasonic Engineering in 
Dive tested to 125 feet, this lit- Japan (81) 53-464-6460 


tle guy can help you peek fax (81) 53-465-3815. 


through nooks and — Fuji is looking for US 
crannies without dealers. 


taking up 

much space. 

Perfect for 

gear bags, first 

aid kits and 

spare parts boxes. 

Suggested retail 

price is $10. Call 
(512) 301-2823 
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DIVERS BALLAST SYSTEMS 


PA lot hasbeen Written and discussed lately concerning 
the proper weighting of divers. Hopefully, by now the 
word is spreading, and divers are shedding 
pounds of excess ballast. But what of the 
ballast that remains? How can or should 
a diver carry those pounds of dense metal 
in order to achieve the nirvana state of bliss 
where diver and equipment become one with the sub- 
aquatic environment? 

| have heard many tales of how it was in the “good 
old days.” Divers are a resourceful lot, and many 
options for ballasting have arisen from that resourceful- 
ness. Former military types have used melted down bul- 
lets poured into surplus cartridge pouches mounted on 
surplus cartridge belts. | have seen cylinder boots with 
lead melted into the bottoms and cylinders with lead 
ingots strapped to them. Equipment manufacturers have 
also tackled this problem, trying to find a better way to 
balance a diver underwater and win the 





hearts, minds and dollars of 





the diver. In the end, it comes 
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down to a relatively short list of options: block lead 
threaded onto a two inch nylon web belt and worn 
around the diver’s waist, bullet-lead cylinders slipped 
into vinyl pouches mounted on a web belt, shot lead in 
small sealed bags that slip into pouches sewn to a nylon 
web belt or shot lead in small sealed bags that fit into 
special “quick drop” pouches built into the buoyancy 
compensator device. 

Each of these options has some benefits and some 
drawbacks. So this month the questions we pose to our 
regional experts concern what type of weighting system 
they recommend to their divers and why. We 

will also find out why the experts 
do not recommend other 
potential ballast systems. 


— Kevin J. Freeland 











JENNIFER UHRY, 
SAN DIEGO DIVERS SUPPLY, 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA. 

I absolutely recommend 
that divers minimize their 
personal ballast system and 
use a weight-integrated 
buoyancy compensator 
device. The lead shot is 
softer and much more com- 
fortable than any configura- 
tion that attaches it to the 
diver’s waist. Such inte- 
grated systems have taken a 
few hard raps in the past as 
the systems are sometimes 
prone to malfunction and 
make it difficult for divers 
to rid themselves of ballast 
in an emergency situation. 
However, as a result of 
many new materials being 
used and a vast improve- 
ment in design, these sys- 
tems are now nearly com- 
pletely trouble free when 
properly maintained. Weight 
integrated BCs not only 
offer greater comfort but 
allow divers to reduce the 
amount of stuff they must 
keep track of and put on and 
off. The soft lead pouches 
are safer to use because if 
one is dropped, it will not 
damage the boat deck or the 
diver’s foot. By using a 
weight integrated BC, we 
are one step closer to being 
free in the sea. 

There are just a few 
drawbacks to integrated- 
weight systems. First, divers 
must realize that a BC will 
only hold a moderate 
amount of lead shot. Divers 
who must use very heavy 
weight to overcome 
extremely buoyant wetsuits 
or drysuits will probably 
have to augment the inte- 
grated weight in their BC 
with additional weight on a 
belt or harness. They must 
also be careful that the 
amount of weight integrated 
into the BC does not exceed 
the lifting capacity of the 
BC. Another drawback is 
cost. If divers already have a 


BC, they will have to invest 
in a new integrated model. 
As of now, no one we are 
aware of has devised a way 
to retrofit an existing BC 
with an integrated system. 
As arule, weight-integrated 
BCs tend to be in the middle 
to upper price ranges. The 
only other problem with 
using a weight-integrated 
BC 1s that it requires addi- 
tional maintenance and 
cleaning. To insure that the 
system functions properly in 
an emergency situation, a 
diver must dismantle and 
clean the systemoften. 

Regarding weight belts, | 
know lots of people who 
come home with huge 
bruises on their hips or with 
lower back pain 
caused by the 
constant pressure 
of their ballast 
system pulling at 
the small of their 
backs. Diving can 
be for everyone if 
trained well and 
equipped correctly. 
A weight-integrated 
buoyancy compen- 
sator device can 
make the difference 
to someone who may other- 
wise give up and take up 
cross stitch. 


YOsHI HIGA, 
SUN PACIFIC DIVE CENTER, 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. 

Our diving is tropical, 
and our water temperatures 
vary from the low 70s to the 
upper 80s. Most of our div- 
ing is done either with a 
very thin wetsuit or none at 
all. This means that we usu- 
ally don’t require much bal- 
last to be comfortably neu- 
tral at depth. I prefer and 
recommend soft lead shot in 
pouches. Lead shot is sim- 
ply much more comfortable 
than block lead. The soft 
pouches are pliable and eas- 
ily conform to the diver’s 
waistline. This virtually 
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and care must be taken to 
insure that lead shot does 


eliminates the pinch- 


ing and banging com- 
mon with hard lead. This 
is especially true when 
divers are wearing 
very little insulation. 
Lead shot has 
other attributes that 
make it desirable. 
One is added safety 
to both divers and 
equipment. It is not 
uncommon for 
someone to drop a 
weightbelt accidentally 
while donning or removing 
it. A six- pound block of 
lead can cause some pretty 
severe damage to a pinkie 
toe. Imagine the impact on 
your $700.00 dive computer 


when an eighteen-pound 
weightbelt comes sliding 
down the deck and pins it 
against the bulkhead. 
Another interesting thing I 
have discovered is that 
divers are more prone to 
fine tune and adjust their 
ballast when using a lead 
pouch system. The design of 
the belts is such that it mini- 
mizes the hassle of changing 
weights. A diver can just 
unzip the pouch of the belt 
and add or remove the 
appropriate amount of lead 
shot pouches. 

Lead shot really has only 
two small drawbacks. One is 
the fact that the pouches 
must be cared for to insure 
that they do not suffer tears 
or punctures. A leaking 
pouch of shot is a real pain, 
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not contaminate the envi- 
ronment or foul equip- 
ment. The other draw- 
back is cost. Cost- 
conscious folks will 
find that they will have 
to invest roughly twice 
what they would ina 
block lead style belt. 
Regarding weight- 
integrated buoyancy 
compensator devices, I 
am not inclined to approve 
of their use. Diver’s are 
most likely to experience 
trouble at the beginning of 
or at the end of a dive. They 
are usually at or near the 
surface, and they are usually 
struggling to achieve posi- 
tive buoyancy in the water. 
The divers’ first line of 
defense is the release of 
their excess ballast. We 
teach them that if they are 
in trouble, they should 
remove and discard their 
weightbelt. I would ven- 
ture to say that 99.9 per- 
cent of all divers learn the 
right-hand belt and 
buckle release technique 
that has been the standard 
for decades. I am concerned 
that divers not accustomed 
to the release techniques 
used in integrated systems 
will lose valuable time in 
responding to their needs. 
Another issue is mainte- 
nance. To insure proper 
operation, an integrated sys- 
tem needs to be maintained 
properly. It must be taken 
apart regularly, cleaned and 
reassembled properly. 
Failure to do this can lead to 
a malfunction at a critical 
moment. It is hard enough 
to get divers who use the 
standard belt and buckle to 
discard their belts in a rough 
situation; I just don’t think 
the gain is worth the risk. 


JIM BRAULT, NAPLES, ITALY 


The most practical and 
inexpensive way to go is 
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DISCOVER THE TREASURE OF THE FLORIDA KEYS 
.... for only $69* a night 


Charge your hotel stay with the American Express® Card and earn miles toward free flights 
and other special rewards when you’re enrolled in the Membership Miles® program. 
Just call 1-800-AXP-MILES for further information. 


Hawk’s Cay Resort and Marina 
Mile Marker 61, Duck Key, FL 33050 
Toll Free 1-800-432-2242 ext. 1260 





Don't Leave Home Without It” 
Your Home awav from Home : ; ; : 
Hawk’s Cay Resort and Marina gladly welcomes the American Express® Card. For information 
or reservations, please call your travel professional or Hawk’s Cay Resort and Marina. 
* Per person, double occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid May | - Dec 19, 1996 


EMERALD 
VISION 


124 West 24th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011 
Tel: (212) 463-7063 ¢ Fax (212) 463-7143 


Amphibico 
DIVE BUDDY | 


Electronic soft push buttons locatec! on 
the right handle control zoom, power « 
on-off, auto focus on-off, and ' 
record/standy:LED’sindicate that you 
are recording or that mositure has 
seeped injside the housing. External 
mic extends from the front. 


DIVE BUDDY E 


Aluminum marine housing for Canon 
camcorders: 
¢ Operating depth 330’(100m) 
¢ Ext. amphibious mic 
e Extra wide quality optics 
¢ Full zoom capability 
¢ Electronic Moisture sensor 
¢ Neutrally buoyant seawater 


3CCD Pro 


amphibicam Aluminum Housings 
unique design has incorporated state- 


SONY 


MPK-TRB 


MPK-TRB is compatible with all .«<<2™> 
TR & FX Handycams a ie 
¢ Lightweight ; 
¢ Electronic Controls | ug 
¢ Start/Stop Rec : 
¢ Depth Rated to 246ft. 


AQUA VISION = 
SYSTEM ¥ Sax 
AVS 80 . ie 
VIDEO SYSTEM .. 
¢ Depth Rating: 330’ 
¢ Precision cast aluminum body is 
fully black anodized to military 
specifications with exterior finish of 
premium iron enamel 


¢ Electromagnietic Start/Stop Rec 
¢ Built in mosisture alarm 


BENTLEY 


Specially formulated polyurethane meets 
all the demands of the most rugged condi- 
tions 
eClear Plexiglass Back qi 
eFolding Handles 
e4.2amp/hr. Battery 
«Wide Angle Lens 
«Depth Rated to 250ft. 
For all FX/TR Series 
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° High Quality Optics y/ =z aeun 
¢ Umbilical Connection ( = = 
e External Microphone mls j . ikel ite 
*) 4 Clear housing to assure the 
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system is safe by providing 
instant visual inspection. . 


¢ Mechanical Controls = < 
¢ Start/Stop recording > d 
¢ Zoom control — 


¢ 200’Depth rating a Yh; 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS . < 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-9pm/Sat. 10a.m.-6p.m. 
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block lead. Lead is easily obtainable and 
can be melted down and reformed with 
very little effort. Most remote-area dive 
destinations have to learn to be self suffi- 
cient and independent of outside suppliers 
as much as possible. I have my own lead 
molds and can produce several hundred 
pounds of block lead ingots in a day. I 
don’t think that all divers need to make 
their own lead weights, but it just illus- 
trates how easy block lead can be to obtain. 

I teach that in an emergency, one of 
the first things divers should do is discard 
their weightbelt and establish positive 
buoyancy. I don’t want one second of hes- 
itation because of the amount of money 
about to be tossed away. A weight belt is 
expendable; a diver is not. 

I do find that the lead-shot belts are 
more comfortable against the hips. This is 
usually most evident out of the water, 
however, it loses importance once a diver 
is submerged. The added comfort is great 
for delicate folks who bruise easily and 
who might otherwise not consider diving 
because of the discomfort. Personally, | 
do everything I can to minimize the 
amount of ballast my divers use. 

I have not yet been impressed by the 
available integrated-ballast buoyancy 
compensator devices. I don’t feel that 
they can handle the great amounts of bal- 
last a very cold water diver must some- 
times use. I also have problems with the 
various dumping systems and worry that 
the unfamiliarity of such systems could 
lead to a loss of valuable time during an 
emergency situation. 


AQUATIC ORIENTATIONS, 
GULF BREEZE, FLORIDA 

Divers should never wear more weight 
than they need. Our experience shows that 
the harder it is to adjust the amount of bal- 
last, the more likely divers are to over- 
weight themselves. Both shot lead 
pouches and bullet lead make it easy to 
slip in or take out a couple of extra 
pounds, depending on the diver’s needs. 

Integrated buoyancy compensators 
have come a long way, and I believe they 
are a viable option. I still would like to see 
a system designed that uses the principles 
and similar mechanics that all divers are 
being taught in their basic dive classes. 
Divers who choose these types of BCs 
need to practice, practice, practice the 
dumping of ballast. It must become a 
reflex action done without hesitation or con- 
fusion. If a diver is willing to take on the 
responsibility of self training and the added 











necessary maintenance, then and only then 
would I recommend this option. 

Block lead is okay and still a large part 
of our industry. About the best thing that 
can be said about block lead is that it is 
cheap. It certainly isn’t pretty, and it 
never has been comfortable. I find that 
most divers today are very concerned 
with comfort and safety. More divers are 
upgrading their weightbelts and going 
with shot lead pouches for this reason. 


KEVIN J. FREELAND, 
ScuBA TIMES MAGAZINE 

It’s surprising how something so sim- 
ple that most of us take for granted can be 
subject to such diverse opinions. 

We dive to be free. Free from the pres- 
sures of our jobs. Free from the hassles 
and frustrations of modern society. Free 
from gravity. The better our sense of bal- 
ance and the greater our mobility, the 
greater our freedom. As much as possible, 
our diving equipment needs to be unob- 
trusive. Less bulk, more versatility, more 
streamlined. Ballast doesn’t keep us 
warm, doesn’t help us breathe, doesn’t 
keep track of time or gas absorption. 
Ballast can’t help us swim or see better. It 
only serves one purpose, to counteract 
Archimedes’ principles and allow us to 
remain neutral underwater more easily. 

The soft-lead revolution is upon us, 
and more divers are choosing comfort 
and convenience over pure price. 
Companies such as Zeagle and SeaQuest 
are refining integrated BCs and making 
them more convenient and reliable to own 
and use. 

Two recurring themes emerged from 
this issue’s questions: One is that a diver 
should work hard to minimize the amount 
of ballast needed to dive. Weight yourself 
to be neutral at the end of your dive so 
that with your reserve gas supply and no 
air in your buoyancy compensator, you 
can hover at your precautionary decom- 
pression stop effortlessly. This will mean 
that you will be slightly negative at the 
beginning of your dive. The second idea 
is that divers need to be able to ditch their 
ballast system quickly and smoothly in 
order to assist them in becoming buoyant 
at the surface if an emergency were to arise. 

Blocks, bullets or BBs, it’s your 
choice. Find what works best for you and 
have a great dive. IN 


Kevin Freeland is an ST contributing 
editor and dive store owner. 


1996Liveaboard ChartCorrections: 
See & Sea Travel’s correct phone number is (800) DIV-XPRT/(800) 348-9778. 


The Don Jose was omitted from the chart. This 80 foot liveaboard runs trips to La Paz, 
Baja Mexico. Cost: $1395 for eight days. For more information call (800) 843-6967. 


. . : ‘ ’ @) 
Little Cayman's paradise, charming villas 1 ° 


featuring a master bedroom with king or twin beds, 7 
living room, verandah overlooking the ocean and 
fully equipped kitchen. 

Come dive world famous Bloody Bay Wall with 
Paradise Divers only a short boat ride away or 
snorkel right off the beach. 


LITTLE CAYMAN B.W.I. 
Phone: 809-948-0001 
Facsimile: 809-948-0002 












BUODODIGY PYONE COMMUNICATE 


What you see is what you get. No additional 

wires, attachments or accessories. The XT-100 
version comes standard with our new HM-2 mouth 
mask and neoprene head strap. Powered by a 9-volt 
battery, the systems delivers the highest intelligibility 
possible. Best of all, It’s affordable. 


For more information, please contact 
U.S. Divers (800) 635-3483 fax (714) 432-9340 
For technical questions and special applications 
please contact Ocean Technology Systems 
(714) 754-7848 fax (714) 966-1639 
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CYBERDIVER 
CERTIFICATION 


GEARING UP FOR THE WEB SITE 


n this issue, I would like to focus on the 

basics of acquiring access to the 
Internet, a sometimes difficult task for the 
novice as well as the accomplished com- 
puter user. 

Preparing and initiating a “cyber-dive” 
on the Internet is not unlike diving in the 
water-world. In both cases, you need the 
right gear and knowledge. 

Four very basic ingredients of what it 
takes to carry out a CYBER-DIVE: 

1. Dial-up account 

2. Modem program (Trumpet) 

3. Email program (Eudora Pro) 

4. Net browser (Netscape) 

(1 personally use Windows 3.1 and the 
programs listed above in parenthesis). 


DiAL-Up ACCOUNT 

First you need access to the Internet. 
You gain access to the Internet by open- 
ing a dial-up account with an Internet ser- 
vice provider. The service provider is a 
company who sells various types of 
access to the Internet. The most common 
type of account is a SLIP or PPP. Now, 
you are probably wondering, “How do I 
find a service provider?” If you currently 
are using AOL, CompuServe, or another 
online service, locate the www section, 
open the browser, and go_ to 
http://thelist.com. This www site is a 
comprehensive list of service providers 
throughout the world. If the online service 
is not an option for you, check with one of 
your friends. Chances are that you know 
someone with Internet access who will 
also be able to provide “newbie” help to 
you. Why don’t you just use an online ser- 
vice such as AOL? The answer is features 
(see Netscape below) and cost! The major 
online services charge you for time 
online. Hourly charges add up very quick- 
ly. You can receive an unwelcome sur- 
prise bill at the end of the month. I prefer 


to use a dial-up account with unlimited — 


time at a flat fee of about $20 per month. 


TRUMPET 

No, you do not need to be able jam 
with Dizzie Gillespie to access the 
Internet. Trumpet is a software program 
you use to dial your modem and connect 
to the Internet. Your service provider can 
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tell you where to obtain 
Trumpet (in most cases the 
service provider supplies 
customers with Internet 
software). The setup is where it gets 
tricky. You must fill in the correct settings 
(supplied by your service provider) in the 
Trumpet Network Configurations window 
(this is only required the first time you run 
Trumpet). Next, you may need to edit the 
LOGIN.CMD file (check with tech sup- 
port at your service provider). This is a 
script that automatically dials your access 
number and logs you into your dial-up 
account. After you have filled in your set- 
tings, click OK. Your dialer is now set up. 


EUDORA PRO 

Email? What is email? Email is an 
electronic message sent via your computer 
over the telephone lines to a specified 
recipient. You can send email messages 
anywhere in the world. What about 
postage? The only charge for postage is 
the fee you are charged for your dial-up 
account. Wow! No extra charges for send- 
ing a message to Japan from the US? 
Right. It does not cost any more to send a 
message to the other side of the globe than 
it does to send a message to your neighbor 
across the street. There are two versions 
of Eudora, Shareware and Pro. The 
Shareware version is available on the 
Internet. I prefer to use Eudora Pro. 
Eudora Pro can be purchased from your 
local software retailer. The Pro version 
has added features including a spell 
checker. This program too, needs to be set 
up properly for you to be able to send and 
receive email. Go to the “setting” window 
and fill in your POP, real name, and return 
email address. Your Email program is 
now ready to use. 


NETSCAPE WWW BROWSER 

Get the most out of the WWW! At the 
time of this writing, the on-line services’ 
(i.e., AOL, CompuServe, Prodigy) 
browsers do not support all of the 
advanced features available on the www. I 
prefer to use the latest version of 
Netscape. It can be obtained by clicking 
on the Netscape icon located on the Scuba 
Times Online home page. There are a 





number of settings and optional add-on 
applications to be selected to complete the 
Netscape setup. For now, you only need 
to worry about setting your mail and news 
server information. You must have 
Trumpet running in the background 
before you can open Netscape. Run the 
Netscape program and find the “prefer- 
ences” section. Locate the “mail and 
news” areas and fill in the appropriate 
information (this information is the same 
used in Trumpet and Eudora). 

You’ve done it! You have passed the 
basic course (the “setup”) and have been 
unofficially certified as a CYBER- 
DIVER. You should now be able to start 
diving on the World-Wide Web. 


HELPFUL TIP 

Give yourself a couple of days to get 
your system set up. The setup procedure is 
sometimes not the most user-friendly 
thing in the world. After you get things 
working, print out your TRUMKWSK.INI 
file, and write down your account’s dial- 
up phone number, IP address, login name, 
password, mail server, news server, 
domain name, domain name servers, gate- 
way address, and any other information 
your service provider gives you. Keeping 
a hard copy of your settings will insure 
ease in setting up another computer or 
starting from. .. OH NO! scratch, on a 
reformatted hard drive. 

Where do I go from here? 

Try starting your “cyber-dive” at 
the Scuba Times Online site at 
http://www.scubatimes.com. Navigating 
the Internet’s www is another subject I 
could discuss at great length. Let’s just 
say the Internet’s www is the most enor- 
mous iceberg in the world and you are 
chipping away at it with a safety pin. IN 


Wayne Getchell is the president of 
Internet Scuba, and site administrator of 
Scuba Times Online. 
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P rrtott fern > o A\« a MSs Dive with Captain Tommy aboard the Flagship 
REY LARGO BAY , . Pi, cn a of the Conch Republic. He has 20 years of 


Sa BEACH RESORT. AQ: : experience diving sites that others don’t! Our 
103800 Overseas Highway »>. « ef ORRESERVATIONS: 7 


it ee large comfortable dive boat provides you all 
Roya arg; Dee + NS ee RQ Te =800- 934- ay | f the amenities. Our staff is friendly, experienced 
E-Mail: ITSADIVET:@aolcom. ie re ; . 
Fax 305-453-0093 ' = &. LE DSS $05: 451- 2377 © BR and professional. 
To avoid the crowds both topside and below, 
call us directly to book your personalized dive 


». (800) 274-DIVE 


(305) 852-1655 


90311 Overseas HwyeTavernier, FL 33070 
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WE OFFER: OUR LOCATION: 
© 2 trips daily 10 DIVES FOR Plantation Yacht 


¢ night trips daily 
_¢2 custom boats $172.00 PLUS TAX Harbor Resort 
© PADI openwater & CHOOSE MORNING OR tN Er Tete 


advanced classes ee os 
on request AFTERNOON TRIPS * Walk to the docks “Only a fortunate few get to discover 
| © private & group PRICE INCLUDES TANKS §@ ° Sandy Beach & Bar a athis in isnales @uiet and tropical haven. 


charter rates AND WEIGHTS SOL ae teeree ture a ~~ hite beach, heated pool a and 
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OCEAN QUEST - 87000 OVERSEAS HWY - ISLAMORADA, FL 33036 
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Your only chore is 
fo stroll from your 
ait-conditioned 
room overlooking 
the Caribbean 
Sea, down to the 
hoarding area and 
climb into the 
live boat of 

your choice. 
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ne perfect viewing station for the green flash is 

jat Grand Cayman’s oldest dive resort, Sunset 

* House, which for obvious reasons, faces west. 
Each evening at Sunset House’s popular watering 
hole My Bar, you’ll find relaxed divers gazing 
wistfully at the setting sun and hoping for their 
dance with the flash. If they miss it, they might 
blame the world-famous pina coladas or maybe 
their view was blurred by lingering visions of eagle 
rays gliding over a perfect Cayman wall. Yet, even 
if you get skunked by the flash seven nights in a 
row, you’re sure to fill a dive bag with incredible 
memories during your stay. 

For divers looking for one-stop dive shopping, 
Sunset House is simply a diving Shangri La. 
Everything you need is at your fingertips. There 
are seven well-designed dive boats, one being the 
impressive 50-foot power catamaran Manta, which 
jets advanced divers to the pristine East End wall 
dives in total comfort. This fleet of boats allows 
you to dive any site on the island. Your only chore 
is to stroll from your air-conditioned room over- 
looking the Caribbean Sea 
down to the boarding area 
and climb into the dive 
boat of your choice. 
Perhaps you’d like to do a 
wall dive today. Maybe 
Stingray City is the menu 
item you’ve chosen. 
Whatever your choice, the 
professional dive staff will 
look after your every 
need. No problem, mon. 

For the underwater 


photographer, Sunset House has the famous Cathy .» 


Church Photo Centre located right on the premises < 
Church, an award-winning photographer with hug 
dreds of photos in print, is also one of dug g. 











Sunset House 


cayman Dive Cen 


If you’ve never seen the much 





talked about yet elusive green 

flash associated with tropical 
sunsets, perhaps you've just had 
the wrong vantage point. 







photo instructors, having taught underwater pho- 
tography for over 20 years. In addition to instruc- 
tion, the Photo Centre is truly full service, provid- 
ing everything from film purchase to overnight 
developing to a full-blown, week-long photo 
course. Plenty of rental camera gear is available, 
and expert advice flows like a strong tide. 

Between two main activities at Sunset House, 
diving and sleeping, is a third popular procedure, 
eating. While My Bar serves up a mean menu from 
the grill, complete with burgers, fish and chips and 
the like, Sunset’s gourmet restaurant Seaharvest is 
popular island wide. The restaurant is located next 
to the fresh water pool and jacuzzi. It was undoubt- 
edly planned that way so divers could exit the 
restaurant, flop down in the pool and let their food 
settle and their tissues off gas. 

That’s the way it is at Sunset House. It’s laid 
out with the vacationing diver in mind. Nothing is 
too far away, but there’s plenty of room to stretch 
your legs or find a secluded corner for a romantic 
interlude. To say Sunset House is a well-rounded 
resort is the classic understatement. With unlimited 
shore diving and boat diving, two restaurants, 
seven dive boats, a world-class photo center, a gift 
shop and, of course, a full service dive shop, 
Sunset House provides divers with every option 
imaginable. Plus, the resort is a short distance (it’s 
walkable) to downtown Georgetown and all the 
action you care to take in. “ 

The only thing the folks at Sunset Howgescar 7 
guarantee is the green Hash. But, -1 1 sp 

gh time a a see. 


















ANTIGUA. .. Discover Antigua with Free air fare 
from Pirate Divers. Dacor and Pirate Divers will send you 
two free air tickets to dive and discover Antigua - Discover 
Antigua’s 365 beaches - casinos - restaurants - night 
clubs - rainforest - English harbour - museums. Please 
call or FAX 809-462-6322 for details and reservations. 


BAHAMAS Why rough it when you can now dive the remote 
and pristine Bahamas in comfort and style aboard the award-win- 
ning SWATH live-aboard dive boat, the Nekton Pilot. Experience 
first-class accommodations, delicious cuisine and hassle-free diving 
from the elevating dive platform. Dive the Blue Holes of Cay Sal 
Bank or join us on our new Southern Bahamas itinerary. 

NEKTON DIVING CRUISES (800) 899-6753 or (954) 463-9324 


BVI __ BITTER END YACHT CLUB, North Sound Virgin Gorda, 


BVI — A luxury island resort located on the most unspoiled and | 
secluded Caribbean anchorage, offers a variety of adventure dive | 


packages for the beginner to the advanced diver. Divers have the 


choice of diving on their own from Bitter End boats, or with the | 





famous Kilbride Scuba Team to 50 fantastic sites. For more informa- 
tion on our Adventure Packages call 1-800-872-2392 ext. AST 





BAHAMAS _._ Why settle for only one island with limited dive 
sites when the BOTTOM TIME II can offer you the best of the 
BAHAMAS 700 islands at your door step. Hassle free unlimited diving, 
ultra-clean liveaboard accommodations & superb cuisine. Our com- 
mitment to you!! Join us... See Cay Sal’s Blue Holes, The Walls of the 
Exumas, Shipwrecks, Night Diving, Drift Diving, Swim w/Wild Dolphins 
& Humpback whales. Bottom Time Adventures 800-234-8464. 
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BAHAMAS ... SWIM WITH WILD DOLPHINS aboard 
the M/V OCEAN EXPLORER. Atlantic Spotted Dolphins 
provide one of the most powerful experiences of a life- 
time. We invite only 8 people for intimate encounters. Trip 
Dates - June 16-22, 23-29, June 30 - July 6, and July 7- 
13. Call (800) 338-9383/(305) 672-2801. 





BVI’S & GALAPAGOS .__ Operating the two largest trimarans in 

the world, out of two marvelous destinations. The 105’ Cuan Lawin the Bniish Virgin 
Islands and the 95' Lammer Law in the Galapagos. Both boats are set up for div- 
ing/island cruising at its luxurious best. Staterooms with private bath. - twin or double 
spacious salon airy shade and sundecks - video and projection facilities twin dive 


platiorms - high-speed tenders. The attentive, caring crews provide superb food and 
service and act as your hosts, guides and instructors above and below the water. 
TRIMARINE, PO. BOX 4065ST, St Thomas, VL 00803 (600) 648-3393. 














CAYMAN ._. MOORE TOURS now offers more Cayman 


than ever before. With unlimited properties to choose from, we 
can customize the diving trip that caters to your specific needs. 
All at the best at the most affordable prices. Air arrangements ¢ 
Luxurious, private beach front condos or Dive resorts with div- 
ing crowds ¢ Unlimited diving on live-aboards. And remember, 
}/ your reservation agent is a CERTIFIED DIVER. MOORE 
| TOURS (214) 907-0195 ¢ FAX (214) 480-8634 * 800-527-6366. 
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COZUMEL .__._ PRESIDENTE INTER-CONTINENTAL | 


COZUMEL. Experience the ultimate scuba diving at the island’s only 
AAA/Four Diamond resort. Located on the south side of the island 
near all major dive sites. Dive packages available. SCUBA DU dive 
shop and boats located on premises. Beach dives directly from the 
hotel pier into the Caribbean’s most beautiful coral reefs. Full range of 
water sports and activities. Call 1-800-327-0200 for reservations. 
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FLORIDA KEYS-KEY WEST-DRY TORTUGAS 
... Taylor Made Excursions offers live-aboard diving in the country’s most 
popular dive destination. Their 65 foot custom made vessel includes 8 air 
conditioned staterooms each with tv and vanity, first class food, outstanding 
dive sites and much more. Visit the historic civil war fort 70 miles offshore 
and dive the virgin reefs of the Dry Tortugas or explore the entire keys. Full 
E-6 processing and video services onboard. Call 800-211-9598, Fax 305- 
294-0421 or on the internet at www.scubaworld.com/tayiormade/ 











COSTA RICA ___Looking for adventure? Costa Rica has 
it all — Scuba Diving, white water rafting, surfing, sportfishing, 
Eco-tours. Join Costa Rica’s premiere diving operation and 
experience the excitement of pacific pelagic diving. Dive pack- 
ages, delux accommodations. El Ocotal Diving Safaris (800) 
247-3483; 011-506-670-0321 tel, 011-506-670-0083 fax 








FLORIDA KEYS... |f you want to dive beautiful coral reefs, 
great wrecks, on uncrowded boats with friendly crews, then we're the 
dive center you're looking for. Rainbow Reef Dive Center is located 
at the Tropical Reef Resort, MM 85 in Islamorada. We offer comfort- 
able rooms, 2 custom boats, diving & non-diving activtvities, and a 
true Key's atmosphere. Get-A-Way packages begin at $75(pp-do). 
One call does it all - 800-457-4354 or Email Rainbowdvr@ aol. 








GRAND CAYMAN ... CAYMAN ISLANDS * PADI 5 Star 
Development Center. At Bob Soto’s Diving, ONE CALL DOES IT 
ALL! Dive packages and training opportunities are as close as your 
toll free phone call. Hotel and Condo high value SUMMER of “96 
dive packages loaded with extras. Daily 2-tank dives, night dives 





-and Unlimited Shore Diving. Full certification courses start every 
Monday. Gratis North Wall upgrade just by mentioning this Scuba 
Times ad! Toil Free (800) 767-3023. Fax: (809) 949-8731 

















HONDURAS BAY ISLANDS... World famous for 
the spectacular barrier reef walls just a few yards out 
the front door, CoCo View is a true dedicated dive 
resort for dedicated dive vacationers. Great food, all 
ocean front rooms, and all the diving and services 
you expect from a PADI 5 star facility. 904-588-4131, 
fax 904-588-4158 ¢ 800-282-8932 





I, . New par- 
adise destination, atoll on the Tuamotu Islands, 
Tahiti, well-Known for black pearl fascination, 


famous for gorgeous diving with sharks and manta | 


rays in a brand new renovated resort hotel with all 
facilities. Central Reservation: tel: 011-689-43-16- 
10 fax 011-689-43-17-86 French Polynesia. 


SIPADAN ..._ A Diver’s Paradise. Contact 
Creative Aventure Club 800-544-5088/714-545- 
5888 Fax: 714-545-5898. See & Sea Travel inc. 
415-434-3400 Fax 415-434-3409. Village Travel 
Inc. 800-999-2899 Fax 205-871-6114. Boulder 
| Scuba Tours 303-449-8617 Fax 303-449-2538. 
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| LITTLE CAYMAN .. Bloody Bay Wall & Sam McCoys Dive 
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Lodge - The perfect combination. Nestled on the north shore of Little 
Cayman, minutes away from famous BLOODY BAY WALL, the 
island’s oldest and most experienced dive lodge offers divers the best 
of three worlds: spectacular diving, genuine Caymanian hospitality 
and unsurpassed serenity. For additional information and reserva- 
tions, call, fax or write SAM MCCOY’S Box 1725 GT e Grand 








SABA/ST. KITTS... Dive the unspoiled Queen of the | 
Caribbean with Saba’s first and only live-aboard. Spectacular 
reefs, wrecks, walls and pinnacles are a photographer's par- 

adise. E-6 processing and full photo/video services. The 106° 
MV Caribbean Explorer features 8 double cabins with en-suite 
vanities and offers 5 dives daily. Call Explorer Ventures 800- 

322-3577, 307-235-0683 or 307-235-0686 fax. 
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ST. KITTS... ST. KTS SCUBA LIMITED & THE BIRD ROCK 
BEACH HOTEL offers a wide range of dive packages. The Atlantic and 
Caribbean waters surrounding St. Kitts & Nevis offer the scuba diver a 
wealth of experiences, from colorful reef formations, fish and reef life to fas- 
cinating wrecks. You can also expect personalized treatment from our pro- 
fessional and friendly staff. If you’re looking for new and untouched dive 


sites, call us now at (800) 793-5655 / (905) 420-4829 or fax (905) 420-9319. | 
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kelite's NEW Substrobe 200 is a 

high performance professional 

strobe with reliability and features 
that will revolutionize underwater 
photography. The Substrobe's 
innovations begin with its state-of- 
the-art electronics which provide a 
blazing 200 watt-sec. of power 
with a recycle time of less than 
2 seconds. The ni-cad power 
module delivers 160 full 
power flashes and can be 
fully recharged in 2.5 hours. 
Mount the Substrobe 200 on 
either side of the camera 
and the control panel and 
ready light are always visible 
for quick confirmation and easy 
access. No more guessing about 
when to recharge as Ikelite has 
included an LED film gauge which 
shows how many 36 exposure rolls of 
film can be exposed with the remaining 
battery power. The Substrobe 200 
delivers an even ultra-wide 110° beam, 
which is wider than the Nikonos 15mm 
lens, eliminating the need for a wide 
angle diffuser. Ikelite utilizes a special 
soft-lite reflector which produces softer, 
warmer, more natural colors. The 
Substrobe 200 operates in TTL as well as 
four manual power modes, full, 1/2, 1/4 
and 1/8 for precise exposure control. The 
built-in modeling light is more than just 
a target light; it is powerful enough to 
use as a night diving light. Visual and 
audible signals convey flash readiness 
and confirm TTL operation. The 
Substrobe 200 mates to all Ikelite 
SLR-AF housings, the Nikonos, and the 
RS via a5 pin connector. With all its 
innovative features and power, Ikelite's 
Substrobe 200 is surprisingly small and 
weighs a mere 3 Ibs. 14 ozs. 


ikelite 


Underwater Systems 
50 W 33rd Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 


317-923-4523 


For additional information contact your local 
dive shop or send $1 to Ikelite for a catalog. 
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Two Year 
Limited 

Warranty on all 
Substrobes against 
electronic failure or leak- 
age due to manufacturing. 


Substrobe 200 features: 
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Both ornate and delicate, this tiny, inch-long Pericilimenes shrimp dances across its host sea anemone. This is but one of the 
thousands of dazzling miniature creatures that is on display in the taxonomically diverse waters of Papua New Guinea. 
Gregory Brown is a frequent contributor to Scuba Times Magazine and his book Through The Ocean Window, based on coral 
reefs throughout the world, will be available late in 1997. He is by no means a shrimp in the industry. 
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SURF AND TURE 


BY W. GREGORY BROWN 






n the truest sense, it represents one of 

the planet’s final frontiers. . . a destina- 
tion that may well bring us our last 
glimpse of an intact reef ecosystem. I was 
about to move on when the water erupted 
with frenetic activity. I heard the famil- 
iar “whomp” sound. You know, the 
sound large congregations of fish make as 
they simultaneously rush to escape 
incoming predators. I looked up. There 
were grey reef sharks, jacks, barracuda 
and snapper racing about the reef at 
break-neck speeds. It was total chaos. .. 
for all ten seconds, the sharks chased 
everything that moved. I remained per- 
fectly still. Then all was quiet and calm. 
Everything was gone! Jacks, cudas, snap- 
per, sharks — simply vanished. It was 
over as quickly as it had begun. In the 
wake of this melee, a beautifully decorat- 
ed stonefish emerged from beneath a 
large table coral (right). It was the most 
colorful specimen I have ever encoun- 
tered. A worthy photographic subject 
indeed. And it turn out that things were 
just beginning to heat up around Asop Sep. 
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In the days that followed, I 
would have the pleasure of 
photographing several of 
nature’s underwater oddi- 
ties including a small school 
of neon blue hippo tang flut- 
tering in and out of the 
coral (bottom page 62) and 
an extremely close encounter 
(eye-to-eye you might say) 
with a magnificent crocodile 
fish (above). This in con- 
junction with an incredible 
array of wide angle delights. 
What I didn’t see were 
other divers or, for that 
matter, any other boats. 

No trash littered the reefs. 
No nets were tangled in the 
coral. There were neither 
fish traps nor anchor dam- 
age. Only pristine, under- 
water wilderness — one of 
the few remaining sanctu- 
aries on earth. 

Following the “surf” part 
of my journey, I headed for 
some fascinating PNG 
“turf.” The Southern 
Highlands of New Guinea is 
home to the Huli Wigmen, 
one of the world’s most cul- 
turally intact tribes. In the 
Tari Region, at 7,000 feet, 
the Hulis lead a simple life 
steeped in tradition against 
the backdrop of the cool 
lush mountain rainforests. 
From spectacular waterfalls 
to eye-popping Huli Spirit 
Dances, this secret land is 
but another facet of the 
magnificent, natural jewel 
we call Papua New Guinea. W 
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Mr. Overhead, 
Artist/Cartographer Eric 
Hutcheson documenting the 
wreck for his detailed drawings. 
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IN THE WILD 


THERE REALLY [5 LIFE 


EAST OF CALIFORN 
NORTH CAROLINA'S WWII GRAVEYARD 


BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 


ooking down the hull of the 
submarine, I became engulfed 
by a school of baitfish. Silver 
flashes everywhere, they cir- 
cled and swirled in perfect 
synchronization. The school 
was so dense and the motion 
so frantic that I bordered on 
the edge of disorientation. 





Suddenly, the school van- 
ished, and once again the hull 
of the submarine appeared. 
Open hatches, a deck gun, and 
the conning tower were clear- 
ly visible. My thoughts 
focused on the history of this 
weapon of destruction. Today 
she rests on the sea floor, just 
over 30 miles off the coast of 
North Carolina’s pristine 
Outer Banks. An underwater 
Disneyland, a diver’s dream 
come true. But until she was 
sent to her watery grave, the 
German submarine, known 


simply as the U-352, was a 
real life nightmare for the 
mariners of America’s mer- 
chant marine fleet operating 
along the East Coast of the 
United States during World 
War II. 

I suppose that somewhere 
in the long unused recesses of 
my mind, I had stored the 
knowledge that German subs 
had terrorized the East Coast 
during World War II. I had 
been taught that the subs sank 
dozens of ships operated by 
the US Merchant Marine in 
waters immediately off the 
east coast of the United States. 
But when I thought of wreck 
diving and World War I, my 
thoughts headed west to 
Truk Lagoon in Micronesia, 
New Guinea, and the 
Solomon Islands. 

For years my North 
Carolina diving pals have 
raved about the famed 
“Graveyard of the Atlantic.” 
They called it a diving mecca. 
Swore it was another Truk. 
The wrecks, they promised, 
swarmed with marine life, not 
to mention incredibly fasci- 
nating history. 

But every time I consid- 
ered making a trip from my 
home in San Diego to North 
Carolina, I looked at a map 
and reaffirmed. my belief that 
I was born to go west. I didn’t 
say I was born smart. I just 
had this fixation about the 





West Coast and the expanse 
beyond. It isn’t that I didn’t 
appreciate their invitations, 
but for years I thought of the 
kelp forests of Southern 
California and places like 
Truk, Fiji, Costa Rica’s Cocos 
Island, Papua New Guinea, 
and Australia as the true 
wreck-diving meccas. 

When you boiled it down 
to the bare bones, I was just 
too dumb or too stubborn to 
consider the facts. But finally 
Tom, Jean, and Mr. Overhead, 
the main caver himself, Eric 
Hutcheson, talked me into 
heading east. And I am truly 
glad they did. 

Looking at the U-352, I 
felt my stomach tighten. It 
was the same sensation I had 
experienced the first time I 
visited the wrecks in Truk. 
Someone else’s hell on earth 
was my diving entertainment 
for a day. I knew I had a good 
photo opportunity in front of 
me, but I was absolutely dis- 
gusted by the origins of my 
pleasure. I wondered momen- 
tarily what it must have been 
like to be a 19-year-old 
German youth confined to life 
aboard a submarine trying to 
kill people he didn’t even 
know. I wondered mostly 
about the Americans who had 
died so that I might enjoy the 
freedom to scuba dive and 
photograph marine wildlife 
for a living. 








I remember thinking to 
myself, “Damn all wars,” just 
as it became obvious why the 
baitfish had scattered only 
moments before. Bigger fish, 
bonito, were in hot pursuit. A 
thick school of the tuna-like 
predators raced past me in the 
direction of the fleeing bait- 
fish. Only seconds later, two 
dozen amberjack appeared. I 
suppose they were following 
both baitfish and bonito. 

My thoughts of history and 
war were back-burnered. I 
had photographer’s disease, 
an ailment that plays havoc 
with the quality of my pho- 
tography. I wanted 36 perfect 
shots of 36 different subjects 
all on the same dive. But I 
never had a prayer of getting 
them all on a single dive. 

My thoughts scattered, and 
I wasn’t really able to do jus- 
tice to my sub- 
ject matter. 
Back on the sur- 
face, I sat down 
and had a little talk 
with myself. Go slow, 
stay focused, don’t be 
greedy. Enjoy the experience 
one scene at a time. It all 
made sense while basking in 
the North Carolina sun, but as 
soon as I hit the water, I was 
once again being torn by 
whether or not to photograph 
the wrecks, the marine 
wildlife, or both. This photog- 
rapher’s ailment was North 
Carolina Wreck Diver’s 
Affliction. I have experienced 
this photographer’s plight 
before, but it only happens in 
places where the diving is 
terrific. 

I had been invited to make 
the trip by fellow writers and 
photographers Tom Morissey 
and Jean Pierce. I eagerly 
accepted their invitation, 
based on the premise that any 
dive is better than another day 
spent pounding my computer. 
But I had no idea that I would 
become so enamored with the 


diving. Tom and Jean had 
assured me I would have fun, 
but they didn’t tell me I’d fall 
in love. I did. 

Like a lot of other divers 
who don’t reside in the Tar 
Heel state, I had made the 
mistake of discounting this 
domestic destination. I sup- 
pose I considered it to be a 
poor man’s vacation. I fell 
prey to the thinking that the 
farther west I traveled, the 
more time on a plane and the 
more money I spent, the better 
the diving would be. 

I had spent the latter part 
of my childhood and the early 
part of my adult life trying to 
figure out how to get to the 
West Coast. I wanted to be 
closer to Diving Central. As 
far as I was concerned, the 
movies were right. California 
was the center of the universe, 







and Californians were a supe- 
rior species. After all, they 
had the Dodgers, Disneyland, 
Yosemite, Hollywood, the 
Channel Islands and my 
grandmother Nana. How 
much proof could a kid need? 

But for Tom, Jean and 
Eric’s persuasion, I might 
never have known what I 
have been missing. Diving out 
of Carteret County, North 
Carolina, we enjoyed five days 
of ship wrecks, history lessons, 
marine wildlife, barbecue, 
solitude, and hospitality that 
were every bit as much fun 
and fascinating as all the 
western sites I have ever 
dived. Along with the wrecks, 
big barracuda, sand tiger 
sharks, sandbar sharks, tur- 
tles, bonito, jacks, grouper, 
and spotted eels were the 
featured attractions. 

With literally hundreds of 
great wrecks to choose from, 
there is no way to see them all 


North Carolina Ship Wrecks: Illustration by Eric Hutcheson 
A The W.E. Hutton BThe Aeolus € The Papoose B The U-352 


E The Indra F Beaufort Inlet 


G Morehead City 





in a single visit. But we were 
able to explore many of the 
more high profile sites. In 
addition to the U-352, we 
dived the Papoose, a once 
proud tanker now known for 
its resident population of sand 
tiger sharks; the tanker W.E. 
Hutton which teems with 
marine life, as does another 
inshore wreck, the /ndra; and 
a recently created artificial 
reef, the wreck of the Aeolus. 
Each has a unique history and 
its own appeal. All of this 
with 60 plus feet of visibility 
and 80 degree water tempera- 
tures. The wrecks are a bit on 
the deep side, but they are 
certainly within sport-diving 
limits. As far as I can tell, the 
only thing the area lacks is its 
fair share of publicity. 

Every once in a while, 
something happens in my life 
that makes me realize that 
there is life east of the 
California Pacific. Great 
diving gets my attention 
every time. IN 
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The many transparent arms 
of the Medusa worm. 
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CREATURE FEATURE 





THE MEDUSA WORM 


reparing for a secondary dive 
site after a deep wreck off 
Miami Beach, I didn’t have 
any great expectations for that 
particular spot. Indeed, as my 
buddy Trish and I descended 
through the silty water to a 
broken-up barge lying amidst 
scattered cement pipes in 50 
feet of water, I believed it would 
be a quick and murky experi- 
ence. Luckily, I had my cam- 
era set up with a macro framer 
rather than a wide angle lens. 
After settling in, we hov- 
ered above the haphazard 
wreckage, searching for inter- 
esting bits of 
debris. My 
expected dis- 
appointment 
was gradually 
overcome by 
awe. On one 
of the smoke- 
stacks, I 
found incredi- 
ble encrusting 
sponges of 
every color 
— yellow, 
blood red, 
royal blue. 
Close to a cluster of tuni- 
cates on a bed of white 
encrusting sponge, there 
grazed a tiny, rust-colored 
shrimp, and nearby, a small 
pencil urchin that practically 
crawled right into my framer. 
On the rubble bottom next to 
the wreckage, we found an 
enormous Florida horse 
conch, a shell collector’s 


IN FULL VIEW 


BY TON 


prize, alive and well. 

The catch came when | 
heard Trish’s underwater 
scream. I swam over atop the 
main hulk of the barge to find 
her playing with a curious, 
twisting creature. Its many 
transparent arms wriggled 
about, and its long banded 
body curled up protectively. 
Indeed, this Medusa worm 
(Loimia medusa) was quite a 
spectacle. Usually hiding its 
body in rocky grooves, reveal- 
ing only its milky, ringed ten- 
tacles in search of food parti- 
cles, this individual was out in 
full view, its soft pink body 
writhing on the deck. 

Divers often encounter this 
worm yet are unaware of it. 
Common in the tropics and 
subtropics, Medusa worms 
normally dwell buried verti- 
cally in the bottom sediment 
or under rocks. They house 
their soft body in a chitinized 
tube shrouded with bits of 
shell or rock fragments. Their 
bodies, which can reach a 
length of up to six inches, are 
pinkish gray with white bands. 
Only their extended tentacles, 
up to several feet in length, 
are visible, appearing as long 
thin threads across the bottom. 
These arms, a clear to grayish 
color ringed with white, are 
supplied with cilia, little hair- 
like extensions that move food 
particles towards the mouth. 

Distant relatives of the 
more elegant feather duster 
and Christmas tree worms, the 





PARRAS 


Medusa is a segmented worm 
in the family Terebellidae. 
This sedentary polychaete is a 
tube-dwelling worm which 
lives out its life burrowed in 
sand or mud bottoms. Similar 
to the filter-feeding mode of 
feather duster worms, which 
use their branched tentacles to 
catch food particles off the 
ocean currents, the Medusa 
worm is a detritus feeder. That 
is, it spreads its arms out over 
the substrate and picks up tiny 
pieces of detritus, decompos- 
ing bits of dead plants or ani- 
mals, which it then carries 
back to its mouth via cilia. 
Amazingly, its tentacles can 
extend over three feet across 
the bottom in search of food. 
When touched, these tentacles 
quickly retract into the tube. 

Certainly, the Medusa 
worm had never before caught 
my attention. However, on the 
barge, this one seemed to me 
exquisite and frail. Our speci- 
men, almost four inches long, 
was quite the captivating 
apparition. Its gossamer arms 
danced gracefully in the silent 
water, reaching out and then 
undulating back towards its 
body in slow motion. 

Half of me was a bit taken 
aback by the fact that I was 
attracted to this squiggling 
worm; the other half marveled 
at the beauty of this strange 
creature, at its vivid yet soft 
colors. Indeed, the small won- 
ders of the sea never cease to 
amaze and delight me. 
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VINCENT 


Dive/Snorkel Tours * All Instruction 
YOUN Falls of Baleine & Bequia Tours 
ISLAND DOCK — Underwater Camera Rental 
Tel (809) 457-4928 * Fax (809) 457-4948 


(800) 544-7631 


email bill2s@caribsurf.com 
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on an island of abundant beauty 
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The Lagoo nN Tamarind Beach Hotel Watersports 
All Instruction 
Marina & Hotel (809) 458-8044 Tel Sightseeing Tours 
¢ 19 first-class rooms, with balcony over the water (809) 458-8851 Fax Dive/Snorkel Tours 


* Restaurant, bar & sunny swimming pool 
¢ Day cruises along St.Vincent’s coast 
or yrer to keasca 










ML Vincent & The Grenadines 
Department of Tourism 


Post Office Box 834, Bay Street, Kingstown 
St.Vincent & The Grenadines 
Phone (809) 457-1502 or (800) 729-1726 . 
Fax (809) 456-2610 Se 
New York Dallas = 
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ASK THE PRO 


PHOTO Q&A 


QUESTION 

I am planning to buy an 
underwater housing for my 
35mm SLR camera. Do you 
have any tips or recommenda- 
tions? Is there anything spe- 
cial I should look for? 


ANSWER 

Buying an underwater 
housing is like buying a new 
car; it’s a very seldom and 
expensive purchase. There are 
also a number of options to 
consider so that it really 
depends on what the system is 
primarily going to be used for. 
Housings appear to be basi- 
cally the same, a waterproof 
box to take your above-water 
camera underwater. There are, 
however, a number of very 
important differences that you 
should consider when deciding 
which housing is for you. 

The viewfinder, without a 
doubt, is the most important 
consideration when selecting 
a housing. The main reason to 
use a single lens reflex (SLR) 
in an underwater housing is to 
have the ability to see through 
the lens that is taking the pho- 
tograph. This means accurate 
framing and focusing. If the 
housing doesn’t allow you to 
see the whole viewfinder easi- 
ly and clearly, including 
exposure information, then 
you have defeated your main 
reason for buying the housing. 
Make sure you have your 
mask on when looking 
through the viewfinder of any 
system you’re considering. 

A few professional model 
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SLR cameras have the option 
of changing the prism to an 
“action” style model. This 
type of finder has a very large 
viewing area and is ideal for 
underwater housings. The 
alternative is a series of adapter 
lens either built into the hous- 
ing or screwed onto the cam- 
era’s eye piece. These systems 
vary widely in their effective- 
ness, so take the time to try 
your camera in the housing. 

Most housings cut off the 
ambient light that illuminates 
the information in the 
viewfinder. Check the hous- 
ing you are considering to 
make sure that it offers either 
an internal light to illuminate 
the camera’s viewfinder infor- 
mation or has a convenient 
method of turning on the 
viewfinder illuminator built 
into some cameras. 

The port is the part of the 
housing the lens looks through. 
Different lenses need different 
ports. Wide-angle lenses use 
dome ports, and micro lenses 
use flat ports. Buying a port 
for each lens can get very 
expensive, not to mention 
burdensome to travel with. 
Look for a housing system 
that will allow you to use one 
port for several lenses. 

Most port lenses are made 
of acrylics like Lexan. While 
very strong, this material 
tends to scratch easily. Some 
housing companies offer 
optical glass lenses as an 
option for their flat ports. 
Glass is very resistant to 
scratching and while it costs 
a bit more, it is well worth it 


in the long run. 

Check which camera con- 
trols the housing will allow 
you to access. There may be 
specific functions you would 
like to use on your camera 
that certain housings may not 
have controls for. At the very 
least, you should be able to 
access shutter, aperture, expo- 
sure mode and auto/manual 
focus. In short, the more cam- 
era controls you can access, 
the more flexible the housing. 

Make sure any housing 
you consider offers a connec- 
tion (bulkhead) to the type of 
flash you are using. 

Construction and materials 
are important as well. I have 
found the best housings are 
made of aluminum and have 
gear systems that are either 
metal or Delron®. Poorly made 
or designed gears can slip, 
causing the control to bind. 

Last, consider availability 
to parts and service. There is 
nothing more frustrating than 
needing a part and having to 
wait months for it. 

Take your time. Try out any 
housings that you are consider- 
ing. At the very least, try work- 
ing with them in the store. 
Keep in mind that with hous- 
ings, like so many other things, 
you get what you pay for. 


QUESTION 

I have been thinking about 
taking a course in underwater 
photography, yet there seem 
to be so many offered I’m not 
sure which to take. Do you 
have any advice? 





Get your best shot with 
the SPOT-SHOT" 


ANSWER 

The easy answer would be simply to 
say take one given by me, but that would 
be unfair and would vastly limit your 
options. There are a lot of very good 
courses. The best type, of course, is a 
multi-day class, given in a dive destina- 
tion that can provide both good diving 
and a good learning environment. The 
ability to have a class and then go diving 
to practice what you’ve learned really 
speeds up the learning curve. Keep in ELIMINATE: 


The Wo seid Of 


il i 


» the Marine World 





mind, however, that your goal is to learn ¢ Wands & framers! Educational, Easy and Fun! 

underwater photography, so the content of ¢ Frightened Fish! Everything you ever wanted to know about marine life 

the course should take priority over where ¢ Reef Damage! and much, much, more! 

it is given. An exotic dive destination oe 

does not necessarily mean a good course. Your Complete Underwater Photo Declor ibfeeniction Alko\ GBs a 
Find out a little bit about the instruc- Service Center PUBLISHING Galbgay: ins 

tor’s background. Being a good photogra- On e Ca ll Do es It A ll Microsoft Is a registered trademark and Windows and the Windows Logo are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. 

pher does not guarantee being a good Fed ealk 

teacher and communicator. A number of | Service * Sales * Rentals * Accessories 1-809-9 49-8327 

years ago, I went to a lecture by one of the UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH ss foaes 

world’s pre-eminent topside photogra- 16 Manning St., Suite 104 1-809-949-8427 

phers, yet the man could not string two Derry, New Hampshire 03038 





sebingiang together " Helle : point. Alisa, (603) 432-1997 ” (603) 432-4702 fax SEA*D PUBLISHING, LTD. P.O. Box 30076, Seven Mile Beach Grand Cayman, B.W.!. 


just because somebody has had a few 
photographs published and owns a lot of 


equipment does not make him an experi- 
enced and knowledgeable underwater 
photographer. Anybody can have a busi- | 
ness card printed. 

Ask the instructor or the booking agent THE PERFECT HOUSINGS 
for any underwater photo classes for an : 
outline of the course. Make sure it covers my —— Marine Camera Distributors 
everything you want to know. If you are a _ jie 11717 Sorrento Valley Road 
beginner, be sure any course you take | i, San Diego, CA 92121 
covers the basics of both photography and } (619) 481-0604 FAX (619) 481-6499 
underwater photography. Check the num- 5 , eMAIL mcd2000 @ aol.com. 
ber of actual classroom hours. If it’s less URL http://www.travel base.com.activities/scuba/ 
than 14 hours, chances are you aren’t 
SC INe 10 eet ane ae your oo uae aes Nikon: 8008's, N90's, F4 and H38 Hasselblad 


size is also important. The smaller the 
class, the more individual attention you 
are going to get. I’d avoid a class of more 
than 14 students unless there is an assistant. 

If you like liveaboards, many offer 
week-long photo courses by well-known 
photo pros. The course should also offer 
daily E-6 processing of your film. Being 
able to see your work and evaluate it with 
the instructor right after you shoot it is 
really the most effective way to speed up 
learning. Working with transparency 
(slide) film is less forgiving than print 
film and will give you a better idea of 
how you are doing. IN 


Mail your photo questions to Scott Frier, 
c/o Scuba Times Magazine, 14410 Perdido 
Key Drive, Pensacola, Florida 32507. 
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The three steps to the 
first place winning 
Aura of the Flamingo 
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DIGITAL DARKROOM 





AURA OF THE FLAMING 


igital imaging 1s the latest tool 
to capture the imagination of 
photographers who wish to 
unleash their creative energy. 
Many times, I have watched 
the judging of the SeaSpace 
Photographic Competition in 
Houston. The special effects 
category always caught my 
interest. When I tried to repro- 
duce these effects, the results 
were always disappointing, but 
my love for these images was 
not diminished. 


Reviewing my underwater 
slides, I selected a hundred of 
my best or favorite slides and 
had a photo CD made. When 
making the photo CD, Kodak 
scans each slide at five resolu- 
tions and saves these as files 
on the CD. The flamingo 
tongue was included on this 
first CD. Originally, I only 
intended to clean up the 
image. I wanted to crop the 
slide, so that some of the 
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background would be elimi- 
nated and the flamingo tongue 
would fill the frame. The 
cropping tool permits you to 
select a rectangular area to be 
enlarged and set the cropping 
size. The computer did its 
magic, and in about 20 min- 
utes, I had a new cropped 
image on the screen. 

Next, I used the program to 
eliminate the backscatter 
found on many underwater 
slides. The clone tool enables 


you to copy a small portion of 
the image to other areas of the 
image. It can be used as a 
paintbrush which paints with 
the image instead of a color. 
With this tool, I painted the 
water over the backscatter. 
The same method is used to 
clean or retouch old photo- 
graphs. This took me about 20 
minutes. Now that the 
backscatter had been eliminat- 
ed and the subject brought 


into prominence, it was time 
to experiment with the filters 
included with the program. I 
was determined to take this 
elementary shot and make it 
into something unusual and 
different. 

The point acceleration fil- 
ter alters the image to look 
like the photographer zoomed 
a telephoto lens just as the 
photograph was snapped, thus 
producing a streaked image. I 
experimented with different 





settings until the image looked 
the way I wanted. This experi- 
menting took about four 
hours. Unlike my previous 
attempts at special effects, I 
had complete control of the 
process. I could generate the 
output to the screen, alter the 
settings and fine tune the 
image until I was satisfied 
with the image on the screen. 
My plan was to superim- 
pose the zoomed image over 
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Gilliam’s Sea Tales 

Outside the Shark Cage 

In the Jaws of a Bull 

Attack of the Killer Barnacles 
Bob Talbot: Life's Lessons 
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ADVANCED DIVING JOURNAL 


The School of Hard Knocks: Part | 


When we think of a the great white shark, 
Carcharodon carcharias, we think of danger. 
This ideology has been embedded in our 
minds through JAWS and Shark Week and is the 
ideal starting point for this two part series of 
articles in which our authors tell breath-taking 
tales of dangerously close calls. 

— Photo by Marty Snyderman 


BRET GILLIAM * ADJ EDITOR 
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We were so wrapped 
up In our conversa- 
tion that we failed to 
realize that diners in 
the far corners had 
actually gotten to 
their feet and moved 
closer, hanging on 
every word. 


SCUBA TIMES 


ADVANCED EXPERIENCES 





guess it should be no surprise that divers enjoy a 
good adventure story. In fact, if conversations 
around the bar at dive resorts or during the sun- 
down cocktail hours on liveaboards are any baseline 
measurement, most divers actually exist with the sole 
purpose of either hearing or relating the best tall tales. 
This section was conceived by Fred Garth, Scuba Times 
publisher, after he remembered a dinner the two of us 
had in an upscale restaurant where we were probably 
the only divers among the rest of the suits and Junior 
League trophy wives nursing their $100 a plate entrees. 

The evening started slowly, and 
we dispensed with some obligatory 
editorial business as we made our 
way through the escargot and 
noveaux riche pastries. We had done 
some serious damage to two bottles 
of a fine young California Beaujolais 
when we both started relating some 
dive yarns about past experiences. | 
was most of the way through a har- 
rowing account of a shark attack I'd 
survived about 20 years prior when | 
paused briefly upon discovering that 
we had abruptly run out of wine. 

Fred looked around to wave the 
wine steward over to discover that 
the entire restaurant was collectively 
holding its breath for the big finish. 
Apparently, my less than reserved 
story-telling voice had carried suffi- 
ciently to capture everyone’s attention. We were so 
wrapped up in our conversation that we failed to realize 
that diners in the far corners had actually gotten to their 
feet and moved closer, hanging on every word. Even the 
waiters and the maitre d’ were clustered next to our 
potted palm, sucking up our spirited exchange like tuxe- 
doed vultures. 

Fred held up the empty wine bottle, and a stampede 
ensued by our newest friends to buy us a fresh case if 
we wanted, but whatever you do, finish the damn story! 
We both felt a little like E.F. Hutton. 

| resumed the account, Fred poured the wine, and a 
good time was had by all. One very dignified couple 
came by later to say they hadn’t enjoyed a story-telling 
session like that since Prairie Home Companion. Never 
mind that Fred thought Prairie Home Companion was a 
country & western band; | knew a compliment when | 
heard one. 

Now, some six years later, Fred had an epiphany of 


Bale Bb hee A 


sorts after another lengthy story-telling session with 
some of our regular writers who were well fueled with a 
particularly compelling brandy. And | guess some sort of 
light bulb went on in his head (of course, that’s pure 
metaphor since it would have exploded given the fumes 
occupying the same cranial space), and he said, “Let’s do 
a whole Advanced Diving Journal section with stories like 
these. The readers will love it.” Then he slumped face 
down in his cherries jubilee. 

But | remembered his suggestion after reviving him 
and putting out the smoldering fire in his eyebrows with 
Marty Snyderman’s shirt tail. And, even with the scrutiny 
of complete sobriety, | had to agree that he was on to 
something. So we handed out assignments to a diversi- 
fied collection of the diving industry’s veterans who have 
been around long enough to have at least one good 
story to tell. We asked for our writers to share their 
most memorable “hair raising adventure in diving” in 
|,500 words or less. Easy enough, right? Carl Roessler 
had so many we had to have him itemize his collection 
before settling on a great white shark lesson. 

We ended up with enough good material for two 
issues of the ADJ. Our first offerings are contained here 
with submissions from Carl Roessler, Marty 
Snyderman, Doug Perrine, Karl Shreeves and an inter- 
view with Bob Talbot. We hope you'll find this an inter- 
esting departure from our usual more technical focus, 
but it’s all very definitely in keeping with our advanced 
diver themes. 

There are lessons to be learned from some stories, a 
laugh to be shared along the way in others, and some 
don’t have a happy ending. But 
they're real. And that’s the criteria 
Fred had in mind when he commis- 
sioned this special edition. 

Stay tuned for more next time, 
including my relation of the story 
that started this whole thing off. 
And you won't even have to buy 
the wine. IN 





Bret Gilliam is editor of the Advanced 
Diving Journal, President of Technical Diving 
International and Vice Chairman of NAUI. 
Since beginning diving in 1958, he has 
logged over 14,000 dives around the 
world. He considers his most hazardous 
time spent in bars with Fred Garth. 


CCL AAD 








photo by Franklin J. Viola 








hen | was an. citer io oe US 

Merchant Marine, one of the salty | 

old captains | sailed with explained 
to me how and why most accidents occur. 
“Accidents,” he said, “mostly happen due 
to fatigue and boredom.” Unfortunately, 
this point usually isn’t recalled until after 
the fact. . 








On a_ trip to Grand Cayman with 
some of my dive mates, this fact became a 
reality for me during a night dive on 
Waldo’s Reef. We wanted to find the 
famous, big, green moray eel the site was 
named after, and we hoped to see its 
other local celebrity, a four-foot barracuda 
aptly named Snaggletooth that divers often 
feed by hand. 

| was the first diver in the water and 
was getting bored waiting for the herd. | 
imagined myself in a light-saber duel with 
Darth Vader by slicing the dark ink with 
the narrow beam of my torch. Although 
the frantic-like signal of my light did not 
send those on the beach into an all-out 
rescue attempt, it did attract the attention 
of Snaggletooth. 

His huge silvery body caught both my 
curiosity and the powerful beam of my 
torch as | proceeded to spotlight him like 
a deer. | knew for the most part that 
accounts of barracudas striking shiny 
objects (such as a diver’s watch or other 
jewelry) were not stories of lore. 
However, my brain must have been asleep. 

Whap! Off came my mask from a 
direct blow to the face. In a split-second, 
another strike hit me like a short-arm 
punch in the middle of my horse-collar 
BC. Somehow | caught the mask with my 
right hand and simultaneously squelched 
the torch by inverting its beam against my 
chest, hoping to deter any further blows. 

Whether the fall-off from the torch lit 
my mask like a shiny mirror or whether 
Snaggletooth had simply had a bad day, 
there was no excuse for my stupidity. 
Fortunately, he hit my mask square on. A 
few inches lower, and my cheek would 
have looked like hamburger. 

| tried to hide my embarrassment from 
the others, but they knew something was 
up when | insisted on rinsing out my wet- 
suit in private. Surely my old captain had 
not acquired his respect for “accidents 
waiting to happen” without some first- 
hand knowledge. 


— by Franklin J. Viola 
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n CRASH, 
nose crumpled 
on the edge of 
the open door 
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na sunny day off the Neptune Islands in South 

Australia, we were anchored where famed 

Australian Rodney Fox and | have, for the past 

20 years, offered divers face-to-face encoun- 
ters with the great white shark Carcharodon carcharias. 
Since | run the trips, | get to choose who is the tour 
escort; it may not surprise you to know that | have taken 
20 of these trips. 


his We had been blessed with only two or three 


sharks all morning, so that afternoon most of the 
other divers were back on the boat warming up 
after hours in the shark cages immersed in 65 
degree water. 

As fate would have it, | was alone in the cage. 
Alone is the right word, too, because when you 
are in a cage surrounded by actively feeding white 


next to my sharks, you experience an entirely new definition 
of loneliness. 

outstretched Sometimes when | am alone in the cage, | 

camera. take the opportunity to work through the side 
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door rather than the viewing port. It gives me a 
better angle to shoot upward at the sharks for some 
dramatic effects. 

To explain what happened next, | should tell you that | 
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have spent over 400 hours in those cages during my 20 
expeditions. | have observed the behavior and guessed at 
the moods of perhaps 200 great white sharks. Usually, 
after a few hours with a shark, | can tell if he or she is hun- 
gry or not, aggressive or not, sneaky or not. Then | adjust 
my actions to get better pictures. 

With really aggressive sharks around, you merely 
keep all your body parts completely within the cage. The 


sharks can’t get in even if they try. It is the non-aggres- 
sive sharks that lull you a bit, encouraging you to shave 
your margin of safety to get that better picture. 

This was one of those days. | was working a big, 
patient shark who was taking fifteen-pound chunks of 
meat but not charging the cage. | worked with him for a 
half-hour, then opened the side door of the cage to get a 
better angle. That particular cage had a big door that 
swung like the door of a barn. Hmmm. How could | hold 
it Open to get unobstructed shots? 

Aha! | would keep my left foot and left hand firmly 
inside the cage; then | would lean my entire body outside 
with my right foot holding the swinging door wide open. 
That way, my fully extended right arm could aim my 
camera like a pistol at the oncoming shark. At the time, 
it seemed like a great idea. Smart. Really smart. The 
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photo by Marty Snyderman 


door was wide open like a catcher’s mit, 
and | was the webbing. 

So there | was, swinging out on that big 
door when the shark came gliding in. | had 
my Nikonos with a [5mm lens in my right 
hand extended out to the farthest corner 
of the swinging door. Those of you who 
know the 15mm lens know that it makes 
whales look like minnows if you don’t work 
close to the animal. Accordingly, | said to 
myself, “Not yet. Not yet. Get him in closer, 
closer.” 





My heart was 
going like a — 
trip-hammer. 


The shark came toward me slowly, like 
some great pointy-nosed space ship. | held 
back as long as | could. He was getting 
close, coming directly in at the edge of the 
open door which was sticking perpendicu- 
larly out from the cage. 

Finally, | pulled the trigger. One shot. 
Two shots. “This is great.” Three shots. 
“Incredible.” Then CRASH, his nose crum- 
pled on the edge of the open door next to 
my outstretched camera. The mass of the 
shark pushed the whole cage back. | began 
to lose my footing but kept a firm grasp on 
the cage. Suddenly, | remembered where | 
was. | swung back inside the cage, pulling 
the door shut with my foot. My heart was 
going like a trip-hammer. My imagination 
went wild. The shark had hit the door head 
on. | realized with a shudder that if he had 
been six inches to the left he’d have gone 
right into the cage, or if it had hit at an 
angle, he would have crushed me or knocked 
me out of the cage entirely. Then what? 

Sheepishly, | looked at the other cages. 
Thank goodness, they were empty. No one 
to witness my close call. My heart beat 
slowly subsided, and my burning cheeks 
cooled. Ever since, there have been nights 
when | find myself in that open doorway, 
totally exposed, with the shark boring in. A 
valuable lesson and the loss of a false sense 
of protection, a 20 pound camera between 
me and a |,000 pound shark. IN 


Carl Roessler is President of Sea & Sea Travel 
in San Francisco. 
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Top right: 
Charging bull! 
Mouth open and 
going full speed 
ahead in threat 
display. 


Bottom: California 


sea lions at play. 
photos by Marty 
Snyderman 
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Playful Pups 


rom an underwater photographer’s perspective, 
the less water you shoot through, the better. It is 
a matter of image quality. Anyone who tries to pay 
their mortgage by marketing underwater pho- 
tographs is keenly aware of this fact. 

Of course, marine animals couldn’t care less about 
our problems. They have enough of their own. The bot- 
tom line for me is that | have spent 20 years of my life 
trying to get a little closer to sharks, whales, manta rays, 
dolphins, and the rest of Neptune’s Superstars. More 
often than not, | don’t get as close as | want to, but 
sometimes | get too close. 

The first time | dived a California sea lion rookery 
during the fall, | was rather surprised to discover that 
the nature of my problem was not one of getting close, 
but instead was about trying to back up far enough from 
a sea lion to take its picture. Only moments after | 
entered the water, | found myself in the middle of a 
swarming horde of intensely curious sea lion pups. | hon- 
estly don’t know how many there were, but it was prob- 
ably about three dozen, and my presence was the center 
of their attention. Some were 
dive bombing me; others 
were nipping at my fins, 
snorkel, strobe and camera. 
One grabbed my hood in its 
mouth and tugged gently, just 
enough to dislodge my mask 
and fill it with water. 

| never felt the slightest bit 
threatened. In fact, | found 
the situation humorous at 
first, but after a while, | got 
frustrated that | couldn’t back 
up far enough to compose a 
decent frame. | always 
seemed to have at least one 
pup right in my face or play- 
fully mouthing my camera gear. 

It was late November, 
meaning that these California 
sea lion pups were about six 
months old. The colony of 
animals that uses Los Islotes 
Island in the southern end of 
Mexico’s Sea of Cortez typi- 
cally mates and pups in the 
spring. The bulls fight for and 
defend “territorial harems,” 
meaning that the bulls vie for 
turf, not individual females. 
They couldn’t care less if the 
females they mate with also 
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mate with other males 
all up and down the 
beach as long as no 
intruders invade 
their territory. 
Invading males 
are met with a 
full-on onslaught 
by a defiant bull. 

By mid-fall, the 
bulls have mellowed 
out considerably. In 
fact, on several occasions, 
| have settled down on the sea 
floor only a few feet from a huge bull, and | couldn’t get 
the animal to as much as blink at me, much less bark or 
threaten. 

Given these experiences with California sea lions, | 
wasn't very concerned for my personal safety when | 
was asked to film a sequence for a National Geographic 
film about life at a rookery. We were shooting in early 
fall, and by then, | expected the pups to be fast-paced 
and the adults to be mellow. On the first day of the 
shoot, we observed a pair of bulls that were still barking 
and blowing bubbles at one another as they mock- 
defended their territories. We sat and observed for sev- 
eral hours, noting the differences between their mock 
defense and the all-out physical confrontations that 
occur during spring and early summer. 

During the spring fights, the bulls frequently rush at 
and slam into each other. They hit hard and often seri- 
ously bite each other. These confrontations are not a 
game. The blood is real, and so is the threat of serious 
injury, even death. 

We saw little actual fighting and a lot of barking and 
bluffing and chest puffing. The scenario seemed perfect. | 
would be able to film the mock-threat displays as the 
bulls barked and blew bubbles while defining and 
patrolling their boundaries. | was rather confident that | 
wouldn’t get rushed just for being in the general area. 
Underwater, | filmed the displays of the two bulls from a 
distance at first, and then | began to creep in. Closer is 
always better, | reminded myself. 

Suddenly, a third bull appeared. We had not seen the 
animal earlier, and | had no idea how its presence would 
impact the situation. | was trapped and couldn’t really 
back away without being exposed in a manner | wasn’t 
comfortable with. After a few minutes, | decided that the 
game wasn’t much different with three players than it 
was with two. It was mostly barking and bluffing, without 
real fighting. After all, the calendar said November, the 
mellow time of year. 

| resumed filming, working with one of the bulls as it 
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cruised along its territorial boundary, when 
another animal, | am not sure which one, 
suddenly rushed the first bull. The first bull 
turned and swam right at me. In an instant it 
had slipped its head around my movie cam- 
era and grabbed my left arm with its mouth. 
| vividly remember three things. First, | was 
amazed at the fact that the animal’s head 
was so thick it went from my shoulder to 
my waist. Second, | remember thinking, 
“Mother was right; this sport is stupid and 
so is her son.” Third, | remember telling 
myself that whatever happens, | deserve it. 

| can’t count the number of times | have 
told other divers that no matter how mel- 
low the situation appears to be with wild 
animals, never take the animals for granted. 
“Wild animals are just that, wild. They are 
not our friends. They don’t want to be our 
pets.” Clearly, | was guilty of thinking that 
my advice was good for my friends, but not 
for me. My cameraman’s ego had somehow 
allowed me to get myself in a situation in 
which | thought | wouldn't get hurt. 

With my arm still in the bull’s huge 
mouth, he began shaking wildly. | could feel 
the sheer strength of this animal that was 
over five times my weight. | was in the ring 
with a giant, and in this case, he was in his 
element. | was just a clumsy land-based 
creature totally at his mercy or his anger. | 
was praying for the mercy. 

As he shook, my body followed his lead, 
like rag doll in the hands of a wild child. It 
was clear that he could have snapped my 
arm in half. | know that some people in the 
nature film business claim that they would 
give their right arm to get certain shots. 
However, if someone had asked me that 
question at that moment, the choice was 
clear. Keep the arm, forget the shot. And, 
he could have the camera and housing with 
my blessing. After I’d been sufficiently shak- 
en like a martini, the bull let go and casually 
swam away. It didn’t harm me for only one 
reason as far as | am concerned. Pure luck. 

If you get three wishes in life, | was 
down to two. Certainly my arm could have 
been broken. | could have been killed. 
There is simply no way | could have defend- 
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ed myself from an all-out attack by an 800- 
pound sea lion. Wobbly kneed, | swam 
away from my encounter with a bit more 
humility and wisdom. | promised myself 
never again to disregard arrogantly the fact 
that wild animals should not be taken for 
granted and to remember that being an 
underwater photographer doesn’t impress 
a wild animal nearly as much as | allowed it 
to impress me. IN 
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The razor sharp 
barnacles of a 
humpback whale 
glimmer in the 
suns rays. photo by 
Doug Perrine (photo 
taken under athority 
of National Marine 
Fisheries Service — 
permit #882 issued 
to Hawaii Whale 
Research Foundation) 
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ormally, | do not tremble in my booties at the 
thought of barnacles. The fact that their razor- 
sharp shells can cut through flesh as easily as the 
teeth of a shark causes me no more distress on 
an average day than the knowledge that the male barna- 
cle has the largest penis (relative to body size) in the ani- 
mal kingdom. These particular barnacles, however, were 
accelerating toward my face on the leading edge of a 
one-ton mass of bone and flesh |2 feet long, wider and 
thicker than a house beam, and propelled by one of the 
mightiest animals on earth. The clump of barnacles came 
to a sudden stop about a foot in front of my face. My 
gaze wandered down the massive pectoral fin to its eye, 
which was _ studying 
me intently as if to 
gauge my reaction to 
this display of brava- 
do. | tried to keep my 
cool as the left pec- 
toral dropped slowly 
away and a round- 
house swing brought 
the right pectoral up 
to where | could 
scrutinize the barna- 
cles that adorned its 
leading edge. Again, 
the large brown eye 
at the other end of 
the fin inspected me 
carefully as if probing 
for signs of weakness 
or fear. 
| breathed a sigh of relief as the head finally rolled 
away in the other direction and the whale’s body turned 
down and away from me until | saw what was coming up 
at me from below. The fluke of a humpback can be near- 
ly as broad as the pectorals are long and is attached to 
the most powerful muscle on the planet. Two beats of a 
humpback’s fluke can launch a 90,000 pound payload 
entirely out of the water. There are many things to think 
about when you see a monolithic fluke rushing upwards 
with its dark form outlined by the white barnacles along 
the rim; such as the time Nick Caloyianis was filming 
two male humpbacks competing for a female. One 
struck his camera housing so hard with its fluke that it 
sent him tumbling head over heels, dislodging his mask, 
and flooding the housing. When we examined the hous- 
ing afterwards, we found that the aluminum shade 
around the dome port had actually been ground down 


bot D0 UG 


on one side from the impact of the barnacles on the 
fluke. Then there was Anthony D’Angelo, who was 
struck so hard by the fluke of a bottlenose dolphin that 
it broke two ribs and knocked him two feet out of the 
water. Emergency surgery saved his life, but they had to 
remove the remains of his spleen with a suction tube. A 
bottlenose, of course, looks like a flea next to a hump- 
back. But | actually had little time to consider the conse- 
quences of being struck by the propulsive machinery of a 
30-ton animal. In a split second, the whale’s tail had 
passed dizzyingly close to my face, and the backwash had 
sent me careening backwards through the water. | saw 
the animal pause, angle its head back towards me, and 
once again the thoughtful eye seemed to be analyzing my 
response. 

By that time, | was shaking so violently that | conclud- 
ed | must be going hypothermic and it would be most 
prudent to get out of the water and warm up a bit. 
While | sat in the small inflatable boat, the young whale, 
which we estimated at about 30 feet, continued to swim 
around the boat, bobbing its head up first on one side, 
then on the other, as if to thoroughly examine the con- 
tents. Meanwhile, David, who had remained in the 
water, was shooting close-ups of the whale’s eye on 
video. The whale reached out its long pectoral towards 
David as if it wanted to touch him but couldn’t quite 
muster the nerve. When David swam back to the boat, 
the whale followed so closely that David couldn’t resist 
doing what his better judgment told him not to; he 
reached out and rubbed the whale along the smooth 
rubbery skin on the side of its snout. The whale 
responded by moving even closer. 

By the time David was back in the boat, | had recov- 
ered from my fright, re-loaded my camera and was 
ready for another encounter. The problem was how to 
get into the water. All | could see on all sides of the boat 
was whale. There was nowhere to get out of the boat 
without stepping on its body. Eventually it moved away a 
bit and | slipped in, but as soon as the bubbles cleared, | 
saw a dark snout capped with a white bonnet of barna- 
cles bearing down on me. Perhaps it had enjoyed the 
contact with David and was hoping for another rub, but 
there was no bare skin visible at the tip of the snout — 
just a clump of barnacles that was beginning to look like 
broken glass on the end of a 30-foot pile driver. 
Suddenly, | realized that this time the whale wasn’t stop- 
ping. | rolled back and pulled my knees into my chest, 
bringing my fins up in front of me just as the whale made 
contact. The next thing | knew, | was rushing backwards 
away from the boat with water pouring down my 
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snorkel and a boisterous juvenile whale 
connected to the soles of my fins. 

Although | have seen male humpbacks 
attack each other ferociously and, after 
watching the video, | believe that the whale 
which struck Caloyianis did so purposefully, 
| don’t believe that these animals generally 
hold any malice towards humans, which is 
quite remarkable considering how we've 
treated them. In fact, they often seem very 
careful to avoid striking someone who gets 
in their way and exhibit exquisite control of 
their enormous bodies in doing so. This 
whale, | believe, was mostly just curious. 
The encounter had begun when we noticed 
the whale following the boat. It came 
directly to the boat and began spyhopping. 
The flipper and fluke swings reminded me 
of a child pulling punches in front of a 
friend’s face to see if the friend will flinch. | 
don’t believe it intended to hurt me. On 
the other hand, this young, inexperienced 
animal, still growing, might not have had as 
fine a control over its body as an adult. It 
might have been lacking a little in judgment 
or caution. It might also have had no con- 
ception how incredibly delicate its new 
found plaything was. Would it play with its 
new toy until the toy broke? 

All of these thoughts raced through my 
head as we plowed through the ocean with 
the little rubber boat starting to look very 
small and far away. When the charge let up 
for a moment, | tried to make an end run 
around to the boat. But the whale circled 
and cut me off. | feinted left, | feinted right, 
but any way | tried to swim, the whale was 
there blocking me. | was alone in the bot- 
tomless blue ocean with a 60,000 pound 
wild animal which wanted me for its play- 
thing, and the only parts it had to play with 
were adorned with barnacles that could 
out-chop a Cuisinart! 

Eventually, the whale dove, and | swam 
back toward the boat, filled with terror 
that it might surface again before | made it 
back. | had just climbed aboard when the 
whale surfaced next to us, looking miffed 
that its toy had escaped. It circled the boat 
for 5 or 10 minutes until it noticed another 
boat a quarter mile or so away and took off 
in that direction. A minute or two later, we 
heard squeals of delight coming from the 
other boat. Sometimes happiness is having 
a whale swim up to your boat. Sometimes 
happiness is having a whale swim away from 
your boat. IN 


Doug Perrine is a Conributing Editor to 
Scuba Times Magazine. 
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Please Don’t Lig 


n August 1991, | was invited to participate in an 
expedition led by Rod Farb and Gary Gentile to 
visit the famous Civil War Ironclad the Monitor. 
Our goal was to make measurements via videotap- 

ing and photography as part of a research project. 
The U.S.S. Monitor rests in 230 feet of water off Cape 
Hatteras, North Carolina, in a National Marine 
Sanctuary policed by the National Oceanic and 


Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). This combination 
of depth and protected status led to the development of 
an unusual diving protocol. 


With the inflatable in place, the main dive boat, Sea 
Fox, backed up to the inflatable and dropped off divers 
who followed the inflatable’s anchor line to the wreck. 
After videotaping, the divers ascended the anchor line 
and decompressed, with the last 20 feet of decompres- 
sion made on 100 percent oxygen supplied from a huge 
K cylinder that was bolted to a rack in the inflatable. 
One or two safety divers tended the boat and watched 
over the decompressing divers. Sea Fox cruised in lazy 
circles around the inflatable while we dived. Like many 
plans, this one was reasonable, workable and simple. It 
had worked the previous year flawlessly. In retrospect, 
this should have made me wary because in plans like this 
lurk Murphy and his inflexible law. 

The first day out to the Monitor went off practically 
without a hitch. The responsibility of tending the other 
divers fell on me. | just lay there in the water listening to 
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Sea Fox cruise by, chum-chum-chum-chum, in endless 
circles to starboard. Why to starboard? Because the 
inflatable lay so low that Captain Doogie couldn’t see it if 
he passed it off Sea Fox’s port side. 

Overnight, the Atlantic turned ugly. The sea was 
rough and dark with a strong current. Again | took the 
safety-diver position. Through it all Sea Fox cruised in its 
endless clockwise orbits around the inflatable, and | 
quickly learned where Sea Fox was by her sound. 

The next two days, we were blown completely off 
the site. On our fourth day, we resumed diving. The sea 
was beginning to lie down, though a strong current 
stayed with us. On the fifth day, Larry, the other safety 
diver, went down with the first divers, and | took imme- 
diate duty on the surface. Sea Fox began circling, chum- 
chum-chum-chum. About an hour and a half later, the 
first divers came up. Larry and | crawled into the inflat- 
able to rest while we waited for the next team to go. 

As we rested, the little boat bounced gently, tugging 
against its anchor, lulling us into a relaxed “between 
things to do” state. For the moment, | turned off my 
Murphy alert. Mistake. Chum-chum-chum, | could hear 
Sea Fox approaching from behind me. Ahh, relaxed. No 
problem. Chum-Chum-Chum. A little voice began to nag 
me: “From behind me? I’ve got my back to starboard. 
Sea Fox shouldn’t be behind me unless she’s changed 
direction!” 

CHUM-CHUM-CHUM-CHUM! Turning, | faced Sea 
Fox’s port bow not |0 feet away, headed right for our 
bow. Captain Doogie hadn’t seen us, and now Sea Fox 
rolled over the inflatable’s nose with us in it, her massive 
screw threatening to turn us into chum-chum-chum for 
the fish if we fell overboard and got under her. 

“Look out!” Larry yelled. 

“Doogie!” people aboard Sea Fox yelled, “Back off!” 

Larry and | crawled aft as Sea Fox forced down the 
inflatable’s nose, filling it with water and inclining us like a 
sub on a crash dive. The nose dipped deeper, and the 
stern rose because the anchor line held us in place. Dive 
gear and rope tumbled into the water, and | started to 
grab some of it. 

“Forget that,” Larry admonished me, “Don’t get 
under the hull; you’ll be crushed.” Or worse, CHUM. 

“Put your feet against the hull and push off!” some- 
one hollered. A good idea. Larry and | braced Sea Fox 
with our feet and our backs against the soft inflatable 
sides, heaving for all we were worth. 

Suddenly we popped clear as the inflatable’s tie points 
stripped away from the rubber, freeing us from the 
anchor line. The inflatable was flooded to the top, every- 
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thing was a mess, and the anchor line tumbled 
about in chaos as we rushed down current. 

Before we could react, we stopped 
abruptly. Somewhere within the flooded 
boat, amid all the gear aboard, the anchor 
line had tangled and snagged on something, 
but what? A sudden stream of bubbles in 
our midst confirmed my fears; the line had 
snagged on the oxygen bottle’s valve, and 
now the entire boat was being held against 
the current by that valve. 

There was pandemonium aboard Sea 
Fox, but Larry and | were too busy to pay 
attention. Aside from the fact that we were 
in a swamped, snagged inflatable in the mid- 
dle of the Atlantic Ocean, our noses detect- 
ed one small additional problem that didn’t 
go well with a bubbling gush of highly flamable 
pure oxygen; the outboard’s fuel line had 
torn, and we were sitting in a gasoline slick. 

“Start the outboard, and run the water 
out of it,” yelled someone from Sea Fox. 

Larry and | looked at each other. He 
didn’t say anything, but his expression said, 
“| don’t think so.” 

“No way. Throw us a bucket,” | yelled 
back. “And | need a wrench.” 

“What for?” came back. 

“The oxygen tank’s leaking, and gasoline 
is leaking all over the place.” 

The crowd on Sea Fox stopped talking all 
at once, just for a moment. Then, “Wrench 
and bucket on the way.” 

With skill and care, Doogie maneuvered 
Sea Fox to deliver the bucket, wrench and a 
bottle of dish soap to emulsify the gasoline. 

“Let’s not do anything that might cause a 
spark,” | cautioned, thankful that the metal- 
to-metal contact between wrench and valve 
would be underwater. 

‘“‘No argument here,” returned Larry. 

A moment later, the crisis had passed. 
Larry secured the gas line with two pulls of 
the wrench, and the oxygen stopped flow- 
ing. We sloshed enough soap around the 
boat to emulsify the gasoline, then bailed it 
out. Remarkably, we'd lost nothing, not 
even a fin, though my wetsuit smelled like a 
gas station for the next five dives or so. 

That evening as Sea Fox headed to port, 
the incident came up in conversation. 

“[’m just glad Sea Fox didn’t hit you dead 
on,” said one person. 

“l’m glad that fitting tore out.” 

“I’m glad no one got hurt.” 

“I’m glad,” | said, “that we don’t smoke.” IN 


Karl Shreeves is PADI’s Manager of 
Technical Development. 
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| let go to 
swim away 


and realized 
| was stuck. 
Uh, stuck to 


the side of 


this whale. 


SCUBA TIMES 


Bob Talbot: Life’ 


anting to get a message across to people 
about the importance of the oceans, Bob 
Talbot felt photography was the means. He 
' — found an additional avenue to relay this mes- 
sage as he expanded into cinematography with his work 
on the Free Willy films, the 1996 Flipper movie and his 
own Dolphins and Orcas video. Through his career and 
his quest, Bob Talbot never thought he would be trying 
to get an additional message out, a message learned from 
thousands of career dives and a mistake: a message 

of life or death. 


STM: Have you had any close calls that were 
life threatening? 

Bob: Oh, this is most embarrassing. | think the 
really close ones that were pretty glaring were 
about half a dozen, and these were mostly because 
| did stupid things. 

STM: Were you ever injured from any of 
them? 

Bob: Not severely, | was never hospitalized. They 
were “all or nothing” type of deals. 

STM: Unfortunately, that’s the way it goes 
with diving, isn’t it? 
Bob: Yeah, exactly. 
STM: Tell me about 
your closest call or 
as you put it, “Your 
near-death experi- 
ence.” 

Bob: Early 1985, right 
after the first of the 
year, a buddy of mine, 
Jeff Corman, and | 
were out in a 25-foot 
skip jack off Dana Point 
in California. We were actually just looking for whales 
and dolphins and whatever. We heard a call over the 
radio from the Coast Guard that a fishing vessel came 
across a gray whale entangled in a drift net. So after we 
monitored the call for awhile, we contacted the Coast 
Guard and said we have had some experience with 
whales and maybe we can be of some assistance. We 
hooked up with the fishing boat about I! miles off 
shore and located the whale. | slipped into the water 
and saw that the whale was completely entangled from 
head to tail in this drift net. The net had wrapped the 
whale three times, and there was about another 30 
feet of net trailing behind the animal with several 


BY 
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A graying experience 


Norwegian fishing floats still attached. 

STM: How large was the whale? 

Bob: Probably 30 to 35 feet. 

STM: What happened next? 

Bob: Aboard the fishing boat, | rigged up a knife on a 
pole and got back in. At this point, the whale proceeded 
with a defensive move by performing a body chop with 
its tail. | decided this is not going to work out, especially 
being by myself with an agitated gray whale. So | went 
back to the skip jack and called the Coast Guard cutter 
and informed them that we needed some help. 

STM: Did anyone come to help? 

Bob: We were able to get hold of a research vessel out 
of Newport called the WestWind operated by a guy 
named Chuck Mitchell. These guys responded some 
hours later and were able to put four divers in the water 
with no weight belts, just free diving. 

STM: Did you get back in? 

Bob: Yes, except | donned a small pony bottle, grabbed 
my Nikonos and decided to take shots of these guys 
working on the animal. After finishing a roll, | brought 
the camera back up to a lifeguard boat, which was on the 
station at this point, handed the camera up to one of the 
lifeguards and went back down to help with the whale. 
STM: Was the whale calming down? 

Bob: For now, it was okay. The whale would dive, but it 
could only go down to |5 or 20 feet with the floats on it. 
The four guys had good sense to let go of the net when 
the whale went down, and when the whale came back 
up, they would keep working on it. | thought since | had 
a tank on, | might as well hang on to the whale while it 
dove and keep sawing away on the polypropylene line 
with the little dive knife | had. What | did not take into 
account was the significant loom of net hanging below 
the whale. When the whale went down, the net washed 
up, and each time it dove, the net was washing up over 
my back and tank, hanging up and getting tangled. 

STM: You didn’t realize this was happening? 

Bob: Well, no. But before too long, the whale became 
agitated again and was getting very annoyed, obviously by 
my holding on and being so close to his head. The whale 
started shaking its head and bobbing its body and head, 
trying to get rid of me. So | said fine, and | let go to swim 
away and realized | was stuck. Uh, stuck to the side of 
this whale. 

STM: What did you do? 

Bob: It hurts me to remember the exact sequence of 
events because it was pretty tense there for a while. 
When | first realized | was tangled, | rather sheepishly 
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DIVE PROFILE 


Divers struggle to free the 
entangled gray whale. 
Photo by Bob Talbot°!1986 
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said across the whale to the other guys, “Hey guys, | 
could use a little help here.” | didn’t want to make a real- 
ly big deal out of it because | was really embarrassed and 
| didn’t even know these guys. 

STM: Then what? 

Bob: | tried pushing the net away from me, but the 
longer | stayed, the more agitated the whale became. 
Pretty soon the whale was just thrashing his head back 
and forth, pushing me four to five feet out of the water, 
slamming me down trying to get this creature off its side. 
Well, the more agitated the whale got, the more he 
thrashed, the worse | got tangled and before too long, 
the net came down over my head and my face. The 
whale dove again and shook me up pretty bad this time. 
When we came up, more of the net went over my head, 
and that time was the only time in my life | ever yelled 
out “HELP!” in no uncertain terms. 

STM: Did they understand it was serious? 

Bob: Yeah, the guys now knew what was going on, but 
they couldn’t get near me because the whale was thrash- 
ing so wildly; it was just white water. The whale was 
going berserk. The lifeguards later told me that when 
they saw me come up with that net over my head, they 
were sure | was finished and it was too risky for them to 





even try to get near me. So they stayed on 
the boat the whole time. 

STM: So they just wrote you off? 

Bob: Yeah, basically. And | can understand 
why; this was a tough situation. The whale 
kept trashing for some time. Chuck told me 
later that he watched me reach down to get 
my belt off and drop it clear of the net. 
Apparently, | didn’t get it clear of the net, 
but | did get it clear of me. Then my mask 
came off in the net, and | realized | was 
breathing like a locomotive on the verge of 
panic. | can remember thinking at one point 
that there can’t be that much air left in this 
35-cubic-foot pony bottle and | had been 
down for a while breathing like crazy. The 
net was all wrapped up in the second stage, 
so it was pulling the mouthpiece; my jaw 
was sore for several days just from trying to 
hold on to the mouthpiece. | was worried 
about the mouthpiece pulling off as well. 
STM: Did you panic? 

Bob: | was getting pretty excited, but | never panicked, 
thank God, but | was getting close, the closest | have. It 


... the whale 
was just thrashing 
his head back and 
forth, pushing me 

four to five feet 
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Cathy and husband Herb Rafael plan every 
detail for a memorable dive/photo vacation. 
Join our fun-loving group in: 

e Truk and/or Palau, October ‘96 

e Maldives and/or Palau, Feb ‘97 

e Solomon Islands trios aboard the Bilikiki 

March, April & Aug ‘97 

Includes free photo course! 


To receive a copy of the Cathy Church 
Bulletin describing all of our trips and 
courses, Call or write: Cathy Church, 
P.O. Box 479, Grand Cayman, B.W. I. 


809-949-7415 « Fax 809-949-9770 


For a free color brochure of Cathy's breathtaking U/W photos, call: 300-934-3661 
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Reef, Cave, & Cavern Diving 


Chinchorro Bank Trips 
Barrier Reef & Atoll Diving 


Cozumel Packages 
New Experienced Diver Program * Hotel Packages * 6 Divers Maximum 
Fast Boats * Private Home & Condo Rentals * Discount Airfare 


COZUMEL VACATION RENTALS INC. 
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¢ EXPERIENCED DIVER PROGR 

¢ INSTRUCTION, ALL LEVELS 

¢ NEWLY ADDED RETAIL STORE 

¢ OCEAN FRONT, A/C ROOMS 

¢ LARGEST POOL IN COZUMEL, 
BEACH CLUB, TENNIS COURT. 

¢ PRIVATE DOCK, WALKING 
DISTANCE TO TOWN. 
TROPICAL ADVENTURES 

f CUT RAVEL ee 


(800) 247-3483 


WA (206) 441-3483 - FAX (206) 441-5431 
111 Second North - Seattle, WA 98109 





88 = SCUBA TIMES 





was at that point, | realized | wasn’t going to 
make it out. And as soon as | realized that 
and accepted that | had really screwed up 
this time and that there wasn’t going to be a 
way out of this one. . . | immediately calmed 
down, accepted the situation, and for a 
moment was just waiting for it to happen. 
Just let the events unfold and whatever. . . It 
was then that | kind of gathered my 
thoughts and decided | might as well try 
getting out of the tank. 

STM: So you basically became relaxed 
while your body was entombed in a net? 
Bob: Yeah. It was kind of weird, but it 
allowed me to think. | was then able to get 
most of the net off my face, head and 
around my torso, but most of the pulling | 
could feel was on my tank. | reached back, 
and of course, that was hopeless; it was 
completely balled up around the valve and 
the yoke. | thought if | could get the tank off 
at this point, it would be my only real 
chance. 

STM: Was anyone still trying to help 
you? 

Bob: Chuck Mitchell kept trying to get in 
and help me, but the whale would pull me 
away. So | released the straps from my tank, 
and | finally got out of the tank, and | sur- 
faced next to the lifeguard boat. The whale 
surfaced, then the whale dove, and | felt this 
tug on my legs. | thought again, “Oh God,” 
and | yelled out to the lifeguards, “My fins!” 
They yelled back, “@&%# your fins!” like | 
was worried about losing the fins. Then | 
replied, “They’re still tangled!” | took a big 
breath, and down | went with the whale. At 
this point, | thought, “This is really bad.” 
Now, | was pretty much convinced this is 
really it. 

STM: You must have felt the situation 
was inevitable. 

Bob: Exactly. | had thought okay, you know 
what; this is going to work out, but now 
here | am being jerked back down, holding 
my breath at this point. So | reached down, 
and | got one of my fins off that was tangled. 
| reached for the other tangled fin, but | 
couldn't remove it. The polypropylene line 
had wrapped around my calf and was pulling 
down tighter as the whale dove deeper. | 
could not get it off. Chuck Mitchell free 
dove down with his knife and was able to 
cut the remaining line and net, and | came 
back to the surface. And that was that. 
STM: What happened to the four guys? 
Bob: The others were unable to get near 
me. Chuck was the closest one to me, and 
he was the one who really saved my life. 
STM: That’s frightening. 





No Question About It... 
IANTD Is The Future. 


An overwhelming value is offered 
with all our superior services, basic through 
technical diver training and training materials. 
Openwater - Nitrox - Deep Air - Trimix - Rebreather 
Overhead Environment - Cave - Wreck - DPV - Blender 


Bob: It was, and it was all based on a stupid 
action. | mean if | had used any forethought 
and really assessed the situation instead of 
just being so gung-ho about trying to help 
this whale, it wouldn’t have happened. The 
other four guys had the good sense to let 
go of the net when the whale dove and to 
stay buoyant by not wearing a weight belt 
and not have a tank on to get tangled up. 
They certainly used much better judgment 
than I. 

STM: So what happened to the whale? 
Bob: They attached a line to the net on the 
whale’s tail and slowed the whale down 
with the WestWind. Then they cut the net 
right down the middle of the whale’s back, 
like a zipper, and the net gathered at the 
back of the tail. Unfortunately, late in the 
day, the line they had tied to the boat part- 
ed, and it was too late and getting near 
dark. The whale took off with the remaining 
net on his tail. At least its body was free of 


the net. eS. DIVERS INCORPORATED 
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have seen a diver going by in the net. 
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Bob: Yeah, exactly. But we don’t need any- 
more Captain Ahabs or Bob Talbots. With 
more and more nets out there, divers are 
going to come across animals trapped in yt- K W T D) | 
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whale could get to the point where it was 
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easy and fast it can happen. No matter how 
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to get tangled in a net. It’s pretty spooky. | wr per 
think where divers can make a difference is ‘ % y J 3 Oe 
by becoming active and trying to bring [NS occ 


about legislation to limit drift nets and gill 
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shoot the event based on the fact that I, 
me, Fred Garth, had told them that we had 
the necessary permission? I quickly deter- 
mined that I couldn’t explain it to her and 
I set out on a mission to find Senor 
Cabral, who had sent me the permission 
letter in the first place. If Cabral was a 
fox, I was 10 million hounds. If he was a 
worm, I was a thousand woodpeckers. If 
he was out there, by golly, I was going to 
find him and find him quickly. 

My assistant entered my office with a 
pink phone message. It was Gilliam, who 
by now had been dubbed “the Panicky 
Guy” because of his frequent frantic 
phone calls. He was on the line in yet 
another panic. 

“Man, I’m stuck in New Jersey in this 
damn blizzard,” he raved. 

“New Jersey? My condolences. Do 
you think it’s time to pop your handy sui- 
cide capsule and end it all?” 

“I’m serious, man,” he said a full two 
octaves higher than before. “The whole 
East Coast is a freakin’ glacier. I might be 
here for days. I may never get out. I’m in 
a $40 Holiday Inn and they’ve jacked up 
the price to $200 bucks. It’s insane.” 

“The Holiday Inn? I know that’s tough 
on your system. You sure you don’t want 
to go for that suicide pill?” 

“Screw you, I need some help here.” 

“Okay, calm down, how did the train- 
ing go?” 

“Outstanding! Boyd is set to go.” 

Bret had traveled to Jersey to train 
Boyd Matson, host of National 
Geographic Explorer, on __ the 
Draeger/UWATEC rebreather. The plan 
was to train Boyd in advance so that if we 
ever actually made it to the Silver Bank, 
Boyd would don the rebreather, dive with 
the humpbacks and they’d have one helluva 
show for their 100 million or so viewers. 
All went well until the heavens decided to 
rip open and paint the landscape white. 

“Boyd’s fully trained. That’s all taken 
care of. But now we’re having trouble 
with the absorbent. We’ve got to get 
2,000 pounds of absorbent to Grand Turk 
and it’s too late to ship it by boat. We’ve 
got to send it air freight.” 

Of course, the rebreathers were still in 
Germany. But, if they actually made it in 
time for our expedition, we needed a crate 
load of absorbent, the stuff that filters out 
exhaled carbon dioxide so the gas can be 
rebreathed without causing the diver to 
black out. 

“What else?” I asked, fully expecting 
more. 

“Well, they still haven’t recovered the 
membrane system. So, now, along with 








the absorbent, we have to air freight 12, 
300-cubic-foot cylinders of oxygen so we 
can partial pressure blend the nitrox.” 

That was a major setback. I was still 
confident that the rebreathers would 
arrive. And, I knew that with National 
Geo’s pull we would probably get the per- 
mits. But, flying in huge quantities of 
oxygen to the Turks and Caicos along 
with 2,000 pounds of a white granular 
substance would be difficult if at all pos- 
sible and if so, it would be damned 
expensive. 

This dilemma befell us at the hands of 
some unknown thieves who probably had 
no idea what they were stealing. Late one 
night these bandits ripped off over 
$50,000 worth of nitrox-making equip- 
ment. One can only guess what they 
thought when they popped the lock and 
found machines that had just recently 
been invented. It’s like someone stealing 
Bell’s first telephone or Marconi’s first 
radio. Yeah, it’s a cool box with a lot of 
wires but what the hell does it do? 

The beauty of the membrane system is 
that it actually strains nitrogen out of nor- 
mal breathing air, thus producing oxygen- 
enriched air or as we know it, nitrox. 
High-pressure, oxygen which is both 
expensive and explosive, neither of which 
is appealing, is unnecessary. Yet, unless 
the cops could turn up the gear quickly, 
we would be forced to ship in oxygen. 

Later that day, I finally got some good 
news. The rebreathers had arrived. Things 
were looking up. Two days later, Gilliam 
escaped from New Jersey and the oxygen 
and absorbent were scheduled for deliv- 
ery. Within a week, after a downright 
blitzkrieg of faxes from both Scuba Times 
Magazine and National Geographic 
Television, we finally received the filming 
permits from the DR. So, with two days 
to spare, we turned to Turks Air’s air- 
freight department. And, in one stroke of 
the pen we shipped over two tons (4,463 
pounds to be exact) of gear to Grand 
Turk. There were 18 rebreathers, 12 cylin- 
ders of oxygen, a ton of absorbent and 
enough spare parts to build an undersea 
habitat, if necessary. All this, and still one 
question remained. Would we actually see 
any whales? That was one miracle we 
couldn’t control. IN 


Fred D. Garth is the Publisher of 
Scuba Times. Part II of his article will 
appear in the next issue and will answer 
burning questions like: Did Ranger Tom 
place anyone in irons? or Did National 
Geographic’s Boyd Matson get eaten by 
an angry male whale? 
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DAN IDF 123456 
VALID UNT. 3/97 
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MEMBER since 3/5 


, DAN INSURANCE Master 
OWving Emerponcies: 919-684-8117 . 





The prepared diver dives with DAN. 


DAN members receive exclusive dive and travel benefits: 


e 24-hour dive emergency ¢ Eligibility for up to $50,000 dive 
hotline and medical information accident insurance coverage 
line based at Duke University 


Medical Center 


e Eligibility for diving’s only 
emergency ID — the DAN Tag™ 


e Automatic $45,000 emergency 


medical evacuation 


¢ Membership in the world’s largest 
association of divers, supporting 


¢ Subscription to Alert Diver vital research and services that 


magazine 


benefit all recreational divers 


e A free copy of the DAN Dive and 


Travel Medical Guide 


DAN membership is only $25 per year. 
Ask about diving’s best insurance value. 


Call 800-446-2671 
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(Priority Code GG96) 
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MAY 


Dallas, Texas. Dive Dallas — Scuba & 
Travel Show will be held May 4-5 at the 
Dallas Market Hall. Some highlights 
include an underwater photo contest and a 
diving and beachwear fashion show. For 
more information, call (214) 247-3222. 


Dayton, Ohio. Wright State University 
Department of Health, Physical Education 
and Recreation will host the 14th annual 
SCUBA Expo and Diver Exchange on 
Sunday, May 5, 1996, at McLin Gym, 
located in WSU Ervin J. Nutter Center. 
This event is free to the public and will fea- 
ture new and used diving equipment sales 
and a variety of activities and workshops. 
For more information, call (513) 873-3223. 


Oakland, California. The Northern 
California Chapter of the Underwater 
Photographic Society proudly announces 
Sea ‘96, the 32nd Annual International 
Underwater Film Festival. It will be held 
on Saturday, May 18, at the Paramount 
Theater of the Arts. For ticket informa- 
tion, call (415) 391-9207. 





Bahamas Banks. Join marine photogra- 
phers Brandon D. Cole and Stuart 
Westmorland, frequent contributors to 
Scuba Times Magazine, for two trips 
onboard the Dream Too to swim with and 
photograph wild spotted dolphins. Trip 
dates are May 19-25 and May 26-June 1. 
For details, call (509) 922-4855. 


JUNE 


Houston, Texas. SEASPACE ‘96 is 
scheduled for June 7-9 at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel and will include a 150 
booth exhibit hall, seminars, photo con- 
test, and an underwater film festival 
including work by Scuba _ Times 
Contributing Editor Marty Snyderman. 
For information, tickets and photo contest 
entry form, call (713) 467-6675. 


Lake Pontchartrain, Louisiana. Sub 
Ocean Safety (SOS), a non-profit organi- 
zation, 1s hosting the world’s first under- 
water marathon on June 12, under Lake 
Pontchartrain, bordering New Orleans. 
The first race will be a timed 5K, and the 
second will be for those wishing to com- 


plete the 24-mile breadth of the lake. 
There is no registration fee, but partici- 
pants are encouraged to receive “per- 
mile” donations which will go directly 
towards SOS emergency medical relief 
and educational projects. For more details 
and a registration form, contact SOS at 
(800) 867-3807. 


AUGUST 


Cocos Island, Costa Rica: The second 


Scuba Times Rebreather Expedition has 
been scheduled in the land of hammer- 
heads, giant Pacific mantas, whale sharks 
and white-tipped reef sharks, during 
August 11-21. The expedition will run on 
the spacious, 115-foot Sea Hunter. Divers 
will receive full certification on the 
Draeger/Uwatec Atlantis I semi-closed 
rebreather as well as nitrox certication. 
Only 16 spaces are available to passengers 
SO space is extremely limited. The cost of 
the 10-day expedition is $3,495 per person, 
which includes both nitrox and rebreather 
certification. Call 800-234-0060 (or see 
page 94) for further information. 


“The PADI Diver Accident Program provides the most comprehensive program at the best price for the benefits offered” 


COMPARE AND DECIDE FOR YOURSELF 


PADI 
Platinum 
Protection 


Non-PADI Non-PADI Non-PADI 
Standard Plus Master 
Plan Plan Plan 


PADI 
Silver 
Protection 


PADI 
Gold 
Item/Limits Protection 
$45,000 
per lifetime 


$50,000 
per lifetime 


$50,000 
per lifetime 


$45,000 
each incident 


$80,000 $120,000 
each incident each incident 


Policy Limits 
Limits applied 


Rescue & transportation 
Decompression Illness expenses 
Other dive injury medical expense 
Snorkeling 

Extra accomodations & flight expense 
Loss of Equipment benefit 

Death 

Disability 

Repatriation of Remains 

Depth Covered 


Membership (req’d for ins) 
Costs for coverage 
Total Cost 


restricted 


yes 
none 


DCI only 


none 
none 
none 
none 
yes 


130 feet 


$25 


$25 
$50 


restricted 
yes 
none 
DCI only 
none 
none 
$10,000 
$10,000 
yes 
130 feet 


$25 


$30 
$55 


restricted 
yes 
yes 
yes 
none 
none 

$15,000 

$15,000 
yes 

No Limit 


$25 
$35 
$60 


yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
$2,000 
$1,000 
$10,000 
$10,000 
$3,000 
130 Feet 


NA 
$35 
$35 


yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
$2,000 
$1,000 
$25,000 
$10,000 
$3,000 
130 Feet 


NA 


$55 
$55 


yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
$2,000 
$1,000 
$35,000 
$10,000 
$3,000 
130 Feet 


NA 


$75 
$75 


The PADI Diver Accident Program is administered by 
VICENCIA & BUCKLEY INSURANCE SERVICES, INC. 
1-800-223-9998 * (714) 739-3177 
the insurance professionals for divers 


PADI! Diver Accident Program prices valid through 1996 
Visit us on the internet — www.diveinsurance.com 


faanne 
ces 


VaGeNga 
RBUCKLEY ae 
Pav 


prices shown in effect as of December 31, 1995 
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With the arrival of the 85-foot liveaboard 
vessel ANTARES _ III, 


now offers the 
underwater world of Islas Los Roques 
consisting of 350 islands with only three 
inhabited and situated 110 miles north of 
Caracas, Venezuela, and 100 miles east 
of Bonaire. The ANTARES ITT accom- 
modations are in six private, double cab- 
ins with full bathrooms, air-conditioning 
throughout, spacious sundecks, enter- 
tainment center, marine library, laundry 
service, complete dive facility with two 
compressors, underwater scooters and 
two support boats, 25 and 33 feet. For 
further details, contact (800) 247-3483. 


announces the return 
of the S.S.  Thorfinn to Truk, 
Micronesia, in the Western Pacific. The 
S.S. Thorfinn has just undergone a mas- 
sive refitting and redecoration and now 
offers seven-night dive packages with 
unlimited diving in Truk Lagoon. For 
more information, contact Reef & 
Rainforest at (800) 794-9RNR. 





If you could go diving anywhere in the 
world, where would it be? 

wants to know your first choice of desti- 
nations, but it has to be someplace with- 
out a Dancer. If your first choice is the 
same as Peter’s, then your name will be 
entered in a drawing to win a trip for two 
aboard the inaugural charter of Peter 
Hughes’ fifth Dancer. Entry deadline is 
June 1, 1996, and should be submitted in 
writing to Peter Hughes Diving, 6851 
Yumuri Street, Suite 10, Coral Gables, 
Florida 33146. 


Are you single and looking for someone 


special? Well may 
be able to help. They are booking a sin- 
gles charter for 10 women and 10 men 
aboard the M/V Wind Dancer in the Bay 
Islands of Honduras. If you are interest- 
ed, please call (800)-9DANCER. 


Join and 
to combine the ultimate in liveaboard 


diving with unparalleled instruction in 
expedition photography. Guests learn 


Seq Stick 


“environmentally friendly” techniques of 
underwater photography directly from 
the Cousteau team photo pros. Trip dates 
aboard the Cayman Aggressor III are 
June 22-29, 1996 and aboard the Belize 
Aggressor III are July 13-20, 1996. You 
could become one of the few divers for- 
tunate enough to participate in a Jean- 
Michel Cousteau Film Expedition, as 
you work side-by-side with the Jean- 
Michel Cousteau film team creating 
underwater movie magic aboard the 
Okeanos Aggressor, August 1-11, 1996. 
For further details, call (800) 348-2628. 


announces new adven- 
turous cruises in July and August aboard 
the 85-foot Golden Dawn. The new 
cruises to Hermit and Ninigo Islands in 
western New Guinea will explore huge 
schools of porpoises, mantas, active 
sharks and rich reef life. In addition, for 
avid divers, the 120-foot Nai’a offers a 
new itinerary from Lautoka northward 
between Fiji’s main islands to Gau Island 
in the east. For more information, call 
(800) DIV-XPRT. 


f Maton Ol ibentaivom Obelelcsays-1koum Gro) tr-y 0) lo) Com a Ler-] Ole) OTs 


Included 
Polespear 
Accessories: 
> 3-prong 
paralyzer tips 
> 8” extensions 
for a variety of 
lengths 


XP-2 VOYAGER POLESPEAR 


XP-3 VOYAGER POLESPEAR 


UM-1 BANG STICK 


- Telescoping length from 44” to 78” (not including tip) 


- Locks in 3 different positions 


- Telescoping length from 25” to 60” (not including tip) 


* Locks at any length 


1-800-847-0714 


Order direct. 
Immediate 
delivery 
available from 
stock. Dealer 
inquiries 
welcome. 


* Both polespears are 
adjustable in length and 
totally collapsible for 
traveling 


* Quick loading - the UM-1 can be loaded, fired and reloaded underwater in 5 sec. 
- Compact - The Um-1 separates into 2 14” halves for holstering. 

- Nylon quick-draining holster allows instant accessibility and hands-free diving. 
- The powerhead can be detached and is threaded to fit a 6mm spear shaft. 

- Powerheads can be purchased separately. Call for available calibers. 


Diving Equipment Corp. + 4811 Carnegie Avenue + Cleveland, OH 44103 + (216) 361-3669 








MAY/JUNE 1996 93 








Dive With 


During this past winter, Scuba Times 
broke new ground in diving by 
launching the first-ever rebreather div- 

ing expedition which was open to the 
public. The three-week expedition, 
which ventured to the Silver Bank in 
the southern Atlantic to dive with 
2,000 migrating humpback whales 
(see article, page 14), involved three 
liveaboards, 18-rebreathers, one ton of 
Sofnolime absorbent (to eliminate 
excess carbon dioxide) and over 3,600 
cubic feet of pressurized pure oxygen. 
During the three-week period, over 50 
divers were certified on _ the 
Draeger/Uwatec Atlantis I semi-closed 
rebreather, which proved to be as stealthy 
and hydrodynamic as expected. 

In August 1996, readers have the 
opportunity to participate in the second 
rebreather expedition, this time to Cocos 
Island, Costa Rica, famous for schooling 
hammerhead sharks, giant mantas, whale 
sharks and scads of white-tip sharks lurking 
along the rocky bottom. Traditionally, 
schooling hammerheads have been 
extremely frightened by bubbles from 
open-circuit scuba. Because of the 
reduced bubble flow as well as the silent 
operation of the rebreathers, chances of 
up-close encounters with the sharks are 
greatly enhanced. For 
photographers, this 
could mean the differ- 


ence between a photo Sa 


with only a shadowy 
silhouette in the dis- 
tance (sound familiar?) 
and a close-up image 
of a shark’s head. With 
the rebreather advan- 
tage, beginning pho- 
tographers have the 
opportunity to get cov- 
eted images that were formerly only 
attainable by professionals who spent 
weeks waiting for perfect conditions. 

The Cocos Rebreather Expedition is a 
10-day trip from August 11-21. The 
expedition will utilize the 115-foot-long 
Sea Hunter. Only 16 spaces are available 
to readers on the trip, so space is 
extremely limited. 

Expedition leaders include 
Publisher/Editor of Scuba Times, Fred 
Garth; Advanced Diving Journal Editor, 
Bret Gilliam and Uwatec USA General 
Manager, Sean Griffin. Participants will 
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photo by Bret Gilliam 


not only have the opportunity to dive with 
schooling hammerheads, white tips, giant 
Pacific mantas and whale sharks, but they 
will also receive full rebreather certifica- 
tion and nitrox certifica- 
tion, which is all included 
in the price. Classes in gas 
blending and use of oxy- 
gen will also be part of 
this expedition. Per per- 
son cost for the 10-day 
expedition is $3,495. 


Following the Cocos 
expedition, Scuba Times 
will travel to Palau for 
two, back-to-back weeks in December. 
The magic of Palau’s walls lies in the 
20-foot to 130-foot range offering 
incredible coraline walls with sheer and 
inverted drop offs. Palau’s waters are 
teaming with big animal life in the shark 
variety. Gray reefs, white-tip reefs and the 
occasional hammerhead are most com- 
mon on world-renowned dives, such as 
Blue Corner and Big Drop (see article, 
page 16). Field of multi-colored corals are 
bathed in warm currents promoting 
Palau’s undersea world one of the most 
verdent in the world. 


photo by Norbert Wu 


Garth and Gilliam will again lead the 
expedition which begins on the spacious 
110-foot catamaran Palau Aggressor and 
ends aboard the luxurious 120-foot Sun 
Dancer. The first week runs from 
December 1-8 and the second from 
December 8-15. 

While rebreathers are not expected to 
be available on this expedition, Scuba 
Times will be incorporating an extra spe- 
cial element into this expedition. During 
the trips, a series of articles for publication 
in Scuba Times will be developed which 
will be written by passengers and illustrat- 
ed with photos from _ passengers. 
Photography will be reviewed and cri- 
tiqued daily and photographers will be 
counseled on how to gear their photos 
towards publishable images. Educational, 
yet entertaining classes in book, magazine 
and newspaper writing as well as above 
and underwater photography will be con- 
ducted by expedition leaders Garth and 
Gilliam, who have had hundreds of arti- 
cles and photographs published. 

Photography from the passengers will 
be developed on board each night during 
the trip, with the best of the best being 
chosen for publication. Expedition goers 
will be shown what editors look for in 
photography for publication as well as the 
best way to get an editor’s attention (not 
including the obvious cash _ bribes). 
Writing will be reviewed and critiqued 
during the week. 

Only 12 spaces are available on each 
of these expeditions. Cost for each one- 
week trip is $2,695 per person. 


For more information on any of these 
special expeditions call Scuba Times at 
800-234-0060. 





- EXPAND YOUR SCUBA LIBRARY WITH 


ew Books 


“| SCUBA TIMES MAGAZINE'S COMPLETE GUIDE 


| | 10 CARIBBEAN LIVEABOARD DIVE BOATS ) 
| | A great reference for the best and the worst of Caribbean liveaboard diving 


DIVE BOATS with a complete rating system for each boat. Author Bret Gilliam reviews each 
pont cn iy boat with a non-biased and often humorous point of view. A must for avid 
diver’s library. $13.95 


een) <i) SCUBA TIMES MAGAZINE'S 
DIVER’S BOOK OF WIT & WISDOM 
the Diver's Book of | Compiled by renowned author and filmmaker, Marty 
| | Snyderman, this book lists hundreds of direct quote- 
tions gathered from dive professionals world-wide. 


Silly | | | Their enlightening words represent the humorous and 
| knowledgable insight they've gained from thousands 
| of dives. Fun to read for beginners as well as old salts, 
a Times is pleased ae | with lots of wisdom for any diver. $9.95 


Potter these three new 
Biece OT ee 


TROPICAL PACIFIC INVERTEBRATES [p> 


Authors Charles Arneson and Patrick Colin (founders of the Coral 


| muse order form Reef Research Foundation) have produced this landmark guide to 


marine invertebrates of the tropical Pacific. With over 1,500 color 
photos and illustrations, this long-awaited coffee-table book is the 
below or call us toli free most definative resource of its kind available. Whether traveling to 


the Pacific or just studying its incredible diversity, this book is a 


at 1-800-950-7282. must for any diver who is serious about life under the waves. 


$59.95 


FAIRIES sikiccaacinceriiceeelinlicnaionclilianisiiiniiccinsamienciniihiptinscammnnnae STATE . se! 
| (2) CARIBBEAN LIVEABOARD DIVE BOATS —— PRICE: ($13.95 x NO.OF COPIES = (TOTAL) 
() DIVER’ S BOOK OF WIT & WISDOM PRICE: $9.95 x NO.OF COPIES = (TOTAL) 
| () TROPICAL PACIFIC INVERTEBRATES PRICE: $59.95 x NO.OF COPIES = (TOTAL) 
ADD $2.00 SHIPPING & HANDLING (PER BOOK) X ~. NO.OFBOOKS = 
[] PAYMENT INCLOSED BILL MY CREDIT CARD TOTAL | 
| CJ VISA [7 MASTERCARD CJ DISCOVER 
II RIS inaesnivanneecteaetreci sider citsicnthnioinlnnican tnbdegaasssnncvacssnanas SAPO I A 
SIGNATURE 





MAIL TO SCUBA TIMES MAGAZINE BOOK DEPARTMENT, 33 MUSIC SQUARE WEST, Suite 104A, NASHVILLE, TN 37203 








HULL SCRUBBERS ¢ PRESCRIPTION DIVE MASKS « Ponease 


mmm | Have your optical diving mask made by 
i its EA ata es and High } the opticians who ee Ht process The EASY Pony Bottle 
peed rrop rolisning mead. = = | 40 years ago. Any R-X titted to any reas 
¢ Underwater Cleaning Brushes for any make _ mask. Over 30,000 made. Fast service Attachment Solution! 
or model. ; Len Maggiore Opt. eOne Size Fits All 
¢ Portable Hydraulic Power units built to your |-800.567-5337: 718-386-339 69-03 Fresh Pond Rd. Pony Bottles and BC's 


Call with Prescription for Quote R 
specifications - Gas or Diesel. asad WA e Sturdy and Stable 


* Powerex and Sloan Oil-less surface supplied 300 Series Stainless Steel 


Portable Commercial Diving Compressors eEasy to Use 
from 4.8 to 18 CFM at 125 PSI gas or diesel. Great ge Travel 
* Custom orders welcomed! or Rental Gear 


Armada Manufacturers - You SAVE! For more information contact: 


Armada Services 1-800-950-7282 Sea-lutionS 


P.O. Box 941 Mary Ester, FL 32589 


P.O. Box 1646 
904-664-5197 24 Hr. Fax 904-243-4009 Southeastern, PA 19399-1646 


We ship worldwide! (610) 429-3987 












Come Ar A Guest... 
leave Ar A Friend... 


NAUTILUS DIVE RESORT * GUANAJA BAY ISLANDS 


In crystal clear waters you'll discover large caves, dropofts 
and shipwrecks. Experience the fantastic 

marine life of the protected Marine Park of Guanaja. 
Our personalized staff welcomes you in a resort with six 
room - 6 baths (some with AC). Superb cuisine, a full 
dive shop, 1,000 feet of sandy beach and tropical moun- 
tain trails are waiting for you. PADI certification courses. 
Affordable. Just quiet excitement and relaxation. 


Call For Details: 1-800-535-7063 


Don't let your valuables 
become sunken treasure! 


The orginal 
3mm neoprene 
Aqua Bank.™ 
Now in six new 
colors! See your 
favorite dive shop 
or call toll free 
1-800-308-3695 
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Thanks for your 
overwhelming 
response! I’m _ f 
thrilled you like | 
my 10 original | 
dive songs! Order | 
for friends. Great for | 
underwater videos. Send | 
$12 forCDortapeto | 
Mermaid Songs 
15145 S. Ridgeland Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452 
Thanks, 
Paula L. Korzonek 
708-687-0725 


.W. Fishers’ PULSE 8X is 

e highest performance 

hand held pulse-induction 

metal detector that money 
can buy. 


-Jack Fisher, poe 
' pW. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 


Pathe PULSE &X detects 


all metals, on land or 
KS underwater, and 
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Advertise in the 


SCUBAMARKET 


and receive a 


1O%DISCOUNT 


off your Ad - Call Today 
1-800-234-0060 
| 





oa Works it in ‘the kitchen too Be : 
2 i“ oC ORDER TODAY : 
_ Fine or Coarse 


ie DIAMOND MACHINING. : i 
r TECHNOLOGY, INC. ‘ _d.W. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 


85 Hayes Memorial Drive call fora free —~ a ounty St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 
| Marlborough, MA 01752 eiialog ona $80)822-4744 Tel, (508)822-7330 
1-800-666-4DMT FAX(508)485-3924 demonstrationpideo, FAX: (508)860-8949 or 822-1931 
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Don't set sail 
without It! 


MOTION SICKNESS PATCH 


e Brand name Scopolamine only 
available at compounding 
pharmacies 

e Used behind 
the ear or on 


the abdomen 
e 8-12 hour 


duration 

© RX required, 
phone or fax 
prescriptions accepted 


COMPOUNDING PHARMACY 
“Meeting Your Unique Needs By Compounding” 


798 Williams Street - Longmeadow, MA 01106 
1-800-RXSEND1 (1-800-797-3631) 
Fax 413-567-9152 


All major credit cards and 
3rd party insurance accepted. 


teGacal 


Join us on board our spe- 
|\2 cially designed dive boat 
‘© and explore tunnels and 
* caverns in majestic coral 
mountains rising from a 
depth of sixty feet to the ocean 
surface in clear turquoise waters. 
e Scuba and snorkeling trips daily 
¢ NAUI & PADI certified instructor 
offering resort (beginner) courses or full 
certification courses—we also do referrals 
e Underwater videos 
¢ Dive/Hotel/Air packages available 


P.O. Box AB20555 
Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas 
(800) 247-5338 (U.S. & Canada) 

(809) 367-2787 (Marsh Harbour) 

Fax (809) 367-4779 
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Luxury Abaco Villas, Sleep 6, 
A/C, Tennis, Pool, World-Class 
Deep-Sea and Bone Fishing, 
Great Scuba, Snorkeling, 


Boating to Deserted Islands. 
toll free (800) 322-7757 


| visibility! 
| marks the boat, your buddy or any underwater site. The 
receiver tells you the direction and approximate distance 
j to that site. DiveTracker™ operates to a range of 2000 
| feet and at depths up to 1000 feet. It’s a rugged, yet 
| compact, professional quality system. But because we 
| sell it factory direct, you can buy it for only $499! A 
} small price to pay for superior navigation! 


Do You Know 


DiveTracker™ Sport... 
...makes underwater navigation easy, even in poor 
The DiveTracker™ Sport sonar transmitter 


(408) 728-3100 


FAX: (408) 768-0185 


| Call Today To Order Or To Receive More Information! 


get 
“Innovative Ocean Techndogy" 


PO Box 6, Moss Landing, CA 95039 


DIVER’S GIFTS 


Awesome Jackets! 
Embossed with underwater scene! 


Oversized, 
unisex, sizes 


XS-XL $99 


Supple Leather 


Unisex, sizes 


XS-XL $289 


NEW ITEM: Baseball Style Jackets in Denim & Suede 
Denim: $99 © Suede*: $149 


*Colors: black, grey, rust, hunters green, and royal blue. 


Magic Mugs and Tankards. 
Just add hot or cold bever- 
age-and watch scene change! 


10 oz. porcelain mug . .$9.95 

20oz. glass tankard . . .$10.95 

Brass & Cloisonne 

Car Ornament 

Plus P&H for all orders 

Sweatshirts, T-shirts, coffee-table aquariums and 
embossed denim shirts! Embossed denim 
baseball caps will be available in Feb ‘96 


To order by phone, call: 


1-800-724-3728 


Major credit cards accepted. NJ res. add 6% sales tax. 
By mail: Send name, address & phone with 
check or money order to: 


Envisions Ltd., Box 349, Adelphia, NJ 07710 


Free catalog available 





| sales tax. Sen 


GIANT 
HEAVY DUTY 


4-MAN INFLATABLE BOAT 
with OUTBOARD MOTOR 


$167 


CALL FREE 7 DAYS AWEEK 


Seaport Wholesale will send the above boat and motor 
to ane who reads and responds to this ad within the 
next 30 days. Each boat (Lot #Z-30) PVC is constructed 
of tough, en fabric (resistant to abrasion, 
sunlight, salt & oil) and has electronically welded 
embossed seams, nylon safety line grommeted all 
around, heavy duty oar locks, 4 separate air chambers for 
extra safety, self-locking safety valves and bow- iiftin 
towing handle. All boats come equipped with a 12 lb. 
thrust, “pre operated outboard motor and are NMMA 
certified with Guard |.D. numbers. Recommended for 
ocean and fresh water recreation, camping, fishing or a 
family fun boat. All boats are brand new, packed in 
their ees gree cartons and will be accompanied 
witha LIFETIME GUARANTEE that oe must perform 
100% or be replaced free. Add $9 handling and cratin 
for each boat requested. Seaport Wholesale pays a 
shipping to your door. If your order is received within 
the next 10 days, you will receive FREE a hand/foot 
inflator/deflator for each boat requested. Should you 
wish to return yor boat you may do so for a refund. Any 
letter postmarked after 30 days will be returned. Limited 
. First come, first served. LIMIT: 3 boats per 
address (no exceptions) Calif. residents please add state 
appropriate sum to: Dept 345-R, 
Wholesale, 4470 Sunset Blvd., Suite 305, Los 


| Seaport 
Angeles, CA 90027. Or for fastest service from any part of | 


the country: 


CALL FREE 


1-800-211-3925 


DEPT. 345-R 
HAVE YOUR CREDIT CARD READY VISA/MC 





SCUBA NOTES allows the 
diver to write U/W with a 
special pen on waterproof paper. 


e Pen writes in any position. 
¢ Ink will not fade or 
wash off paper. 
¢ Notepad contains 30 
wm sheets of water- 
proof paper that can 
be removed and 
saved (refills available). 
Send check/money order to: 


WET-NOTES, INC. 


12110 Murphy Rd. ¢ Suite C 
Stafford, TX 77477 
Ph (713) 498-8700 
Fax (713) 498-8712 
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME 


S 1 2 50°." 
@ 


Shipping & Handling Charges: 
U.S. $1.75 Canada $2.50 Foreign $3.50 
Texas Residents add 7 3/4 % Sales Tax 


wy 


soon wes 





MAY/JUNE 1996 97 











ALABAMA 


ADVENTURE SPORTS II, INC. 

(205) 269-DIVE 

1546 East Ann St., Montgomery, AL 36107 
Private classes, htd pool on site, YMCA, NAUI 


ATLANTIS AQUATICS 

(334) 478-DIVE / 3483 

161 North Beltline Hwy., Mobile, AL 36607 
US Diver distributor, NAUI Pro Facility 


DIVER’S DEN, INC 

(334) 794-6555 

3287 South Oates, Dothan, AL 36301 
Discount sales- Dacor, US Divers / PADI 


DOWN UNDER DIVE SHOP, INC. 

(334) 948-DIVE 

809 Gulf Shores Pkwy, Gulf Shores, AL 36542 
PADI, dive boats, sales, service, instr, rentals 


GULF COAST DIVERS 

(334) 342-2970 

1284 Hutson Drive, Mobile, AL 26609 
VIP - PACE Scuba Training 


S.F. DIVE CENTER 

(205) 854-0700 

2453 1st Avenue NE, Birmingham, AL 35215 
PADI full service facility 


THE DIVE SITE, INC. 

(205) 945-9111 

265 Lakeshore Pkwy, Suitel119, Birmingham 
AL 35209 / Alabama’s only PADI 5*® IDC 


UDT/SEAL TREASURE DIVERS INC. 
(334) 948-3167 

451 East Ist Ave., Gulf Shores, AL 36542 
PADI, IANTD, full service, charters, NITROX 


ALASKA 


ALASKA AQUATICS 

(907) 344-8078 

7125 Old Seward Hwy, Anchorage, AK 99518 
Dive trips,travel,equip,rpr, NAUI,HSA,SSI,PADI 


ALASKA DIVING SERVICE 

(907) 225-4667 

1601 Tongass Ave., Ketchikan, AK 99901 
Charter, full-line, several specialty courses 


CRAIG’S DIVE CENTER 

(907) 826-3481 

P.O. Box 796, Craig, AK 99921 

PADI full service, custom & daily charters 


S.E. DIVING & SPORTS 

(907) 747-8279 

203 Lincoln St., Sitka, AK 99835 

Diving charters, drysuits, instruction, rentals 


SUNSHINE SPORTS 

(907) 272-6444 

1231 West Northern Lights Bivd, Anchorage 
AK 99503 / PADI 5%, nitrox station 


ARIZONA 


ALEXANDER’S DIVE SHOP, TOO 

(520) 287-5103 / or (520) 287-2414 

144 North Morley Avenue, Nogales, AZ 85621 
PADI full service 5% IDC facility 


ALTERNATE ATMOSPHERES 

(602) 391-1417 

8989 E. Via Linda, #103, Scottsdale, AZ 85258 
PADI full service center 


AQUA FUN SCUBA CENTER 

(602) 886-3535 

8484 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710 

SSI Instructor trng. fac, NAUI Pro fac, PADI 


98 = SCUBATIMES 


CAP’N DAVES DIVE SHOP 

(520) 327-2822/800-699- 1290 

3308 East Grant Road, Tucson, AZ 85716 
PADI, NASE, Instructor Training Center 


DESERT DIVERS SCUBA CENTER 
(800) 830-DIVE / (520) 88 -SCUBA 

4837 North First Ave., Tucson, AZ 85718 
PADI 5XIDC, Sea of Cortez-travel experts. 


EL MAR DIVING CENTER 
(602) 833-2971 PADI 5*®IDC 
2245 W.Broadway, Mesa, AZ 85202 - Travel 
agency,dive travel specialists, rentals, repairs 


OASIS DIVERS 

(602) 992-3093 

4015 E. Bell Rd, Suite 134, Phoenix, AZ 85032 
NAUI pro facility, instr, sales, service, rental 


SCUBA SCIENCES, INC. 

(602) 995-5926 

8502 N. Blk Canyon Hwy, Phoenix, AZ 85051 
SSI/NASDS, htd indoor pool, trips every wknd 


SCUBA SPECIALTIES 

(602) 504-1112 

1708 West Bell Road, Phoenix, AZ 85023 
We’ll dive you crazy! 


THE DIVE SHOP 

(602) 326-2424 PADI 5*IDC 

1702 East Prince, Ste. 150, Tuscon, AZ 85719 
Heated pool, full service, sales, travel & rental 


WATER WORLD SCUBA CENTER 
(520) 763-5531 | NAUI Pro Facility 

2651 Highway 95, Bullhead City, AZ 86442 
Sales, service, travel, guaranteed low prices 


ARKANSAS 


J & T DIVE SHOP, INC. 

(501) 935-3289 

424 Southwest Drive, Jonesboro, AR 72401 
PADI Training Facility 


SOUTH ARKANSAS DIVE SHOP 
(501) 862-0021 

219 North Jackson, El] Dorado, AR 71730 
PADI training center 


SPORTSCO 

(800)257-6084 PADI 5*IDC/ indoor pool 
2079 West Hwy 412, Springdale, AR 72762 
19specialties, travel, private, 2-day certification 


CALIFORNIA 


AB SEA PHOTO 

(310) 645-8992 

9136 Sepulveda, Los Angeles, CA 90045 

Two minutes from LAX. U/W photo specialists 


ADVENTURES IN DIVING 

(714) 499-4517 

31678 Coast Hwy., South Laguna, CA 92677 
Local site maps, Nitrox, full service facility 


AMERICAN DIVING INSTITUTE 
(310) 326-6663 

1901 Pacific Coast Hwy,Lomita, CA 90717 
Full service dive shop, dive travel, NAUI 


ANACAPA DIVE CENTER 

(805) 963-8917 / (805) 963-8919 FAX PADI 5*% 
22 Anacapa Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
90-degr indoor pool, full svc sales, rntl, rep 
Local & Int’] trvl, incl Channel Islands 


AQUA SPORTS 

“The Divers Dive Shop” PADI 5% facility 
(209) 224-0744 

1616 E. Shields, Fresno, CA 93704 


AQUARIUS DIVE SHOP 

(408) 375-1933/ 375-6605 Fax (408) 375-3051 
2040 Del Monte Ave, Monterey, CA 93940 

32 Cannery Row, Monterey, CA 93940 

U/W guided tours, full service-professional 
facilities, 25 years serving divers. 


AQUATIC CENTER 

(714) 650-5440 

4537 W. Coast Hwy., Newport Bch, CA 92663 
24 Hour Water Report (714) 650-5783 


BAMBOO REEF ENTERPRISES 
(415) 362-6694 

584 4th St., San Francisco, CA 94107 
Sales, Service, Instruction, Rentals 


BAMBOO REEF ENTERPRISES 
(408) 372-1685 

614 Lighthouse Ave., Monterey, CA 93940 
Sales, Service, Instruction, Rentals 


BEACH CITIES SCUBA 

(714) 496-5891 

34283 Pacific Coast Hwy, Dana Point, CA 
92629 PADI 5* training facility 


BEYOND THE REEF DIVING 
ADVENTURE CENTER 

Your PADI adventure travel/training facility 
Join in one of our guided dive adventures 

Full sales, service / Redding CA (916)241-4530 


BOTTOM TIME SCUBA 

(714) 645-3483 / (714) 968-6047 fax 
2013 Placentia Ave. #A, Costa Mesa, 

CA 92627-6220 / PADI 5* Dive Center 


CAPTAIN AQUA’S FULL SERVICE 

DIVE CENTER = (510) 490-5597 

40849 Fremont Boulevard, Fremont, CA 94538 
PADI 5X facility & on-site pool 


CATALINA DIVERS SUPPLY, INC 
(310)510-0330 

P.O. Box 126, Pleasure Pier 

Avalon, Catalina Island CA 90704 


CATALINA SCUBA LUV 

(310) 510-2350 

126 Catalina Avenue, P.O. Box 1402 
Avalon, CA 90704 


DEPTH PERCEPTIONS 

(805) 772-3128 

3280 Main Street, Morro Bay, CA 93442 
YMCA. Complete sales, rental & service 


DIVE N’ SURF 

(213) 372-8423 

504 N. Broadway, Redondo Beach, CA 90277 
PADI 5*full service retail fac, Indr solar heated 
pool, boat charters, mtls, repair 


DIVERS DISCOUNT SUPPLY 

(909) 621-5000 / (714) 521-1040 

(909) 626-6166 fax 

9197 Central Avenue, Montclair, CA 91763 
Save 25-50% ‘Nobody beats our prices!” 


DIVERS DISCOUNT SUPPLY 

(310) 404-0000 / (714) 521-1040 

(310) 404-6153 fax / 14104 E. Firestone Blvd, 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 / Save 25-50% 
“Nobody beats our prices!” 


DIVERS DISCOUNT SUPPLY 

(619) 285-1000/(619) 285-9900 fax 

4560 Alvarado Canyon Rd, San Diego, CA 92120 
Save 25-50% “Nobody beats our prices!” 


DIVERS DISCOUNT SUPPLY 

(213) 850-5050 / (818) 242-3483 

(213) 850-5024 fax 

3575 Cahuenga Blvd West, Universal City, CA 
90068 Save 25-50% “Nobody beats our prices!” 


HYDRO DYNAMICS SCUBA 

(619) 328-9639 

68545 Ramon Road, #C-102,Cathedral City, 
CA 92234 Full svc, classes, equip, rntls, & repair 


MALIBU DIVERS 

(310) 456-2396 

21231 Pacific Coast Hwy., Malibu, CA 90265 
Full service, PADI 5%, boat trips / travel 





DIVE STORE DIRECTORY 


MONTEREY BAY DIVE CENTER 

(408) 656-0454 / 225 Cannery Row, Monterey 93940 
(408) 655-1818 / 598 Foam St., Monterey 93940 
(800) 60-SCUBA PADI 5%Facility 


MOTHER LODE 

(916) 446-4041 

2020 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 

5% facility, air fills, rntls, repairs, boat trips, 
classes, all major brands of equipment, PADI 


NAUTILUS AQUATICS 

(510) 932-DIVE 

3264 Buskirk Ave., Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
PADI 5*% center & SSI 


OCEAN ENTERPRISES 

(619) 565-6054 / (619) 565-0717 fax 

7710 Balboa Ave Ste.101, San Diego,CA 92111 
PADI 5* IDC / Open Water thru Instructor 


OCEAN ODYSSEY DIVE CENTER 

(408) 475-DIVE 

2345 Rodeo Gulch Rd., Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
Open water through instructor, SSI, Nitrox/ 
deep air/ tri-mix, ANDI, IAND 


ORIGINAL STEELE’S, INC. 

(510) 682-5082 NAUI, YMCA, PADI 

1120 Meadow Ln., Concord, CA 94520 
Discount dive store, large selection, full service, 
classes, 56 years in business 


RICK’S DIVING LOCKER 

(619) 746-8980 

945 W. Valley Pkwy, #L, Escondido, CA 92025 
NAUI all levels, dive club, shark trips, boat trips 


SCUBA TOYS 

(714) 527-0430 

9547 Valley View, Cyprus, CA 90630 

Air, rntl, inst, rpr, NAUI trng fac NAUI, PADI 


SPORT CHALET, DIVERS OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
(800) 348-3794 

17 NAUI Pro Facilities 

Rentals, Service, Classes, Boats 


SUB-SURFACE PROGRESSION 
(707) 964-3793 

18600 N. Hwy. 1, Ft. Bragg, CA 95437 
NASDS 


VALLEY AQUATICS 

(209) 52-SCUBA 

1209 McHenry Ave. Ste. C, Modesto, CA 95350 
Full service dive center spec in dive travel 


WET PLEASURE 

(408) 984-5819 / (800) 24-SCUBA 

2245 El Camino Real, Santa Clara, CA 95050 
NAUI/PADI pro fac.All specialties-dive master, 
deep diving, ice diving, u/w hunter, etc. 


COLORADO 


A-1 SCUBA CENTER 

(303) 789-2450 

1800 W. Oxford, Unit B, Englewood, CO 80110 
PADI IDC, travel, retail and instruction 


BEAVER DIVERS 

(303) 949-1012/(800) 748-2969 

41199 US Hwy 6 & 24, Eagle Vail, CO 81620 
BRINGING THE OCEAN CLOSER 


BLUE MESA SCUBA AND TRAVEL CTR. 
(800) 273-6372 

34 S. Selig Avenue, Montrose, CO 81401 
SSL travel department (303) 249-8679 


HIGH PLAINS SCUBA CENTER 

(303) 493-8562 

1671 South College, Ft. Collins, CO 80525 
SSI, PADI, travel, retail, instruction & repair 


ODYSSEY DIVING, INC. 

(303) 452-8802 

10351 Grant, Unit 8, Thornton, CO 80229 

US Divers, Dacor, Henderson & Mares / PADI 








ROCKY MOUNTAIN DIVING CENTER 
(303) 232-2400 

1920 Wadsworth Blvd, Lakewood, CO 80215 
Full line dive store travel, SSI, ITC 


SCUBA COLORADO 
(303) 225-0777 
2716 S. College St., Ft. Collins, CO 80525 


UNDERWATER CONNECTION 

(719) 599-3483 

4337 N Academy Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 
80918 / PADI 5* facility, on-site pool 


UNDERWATER PHANTASEAS 

(303) 988-6725 

160 S. Union, Lakewood, CO 80228 

PADI 5. Sales, service, rental, instr & travel 


CONNECTICUT 


BEACH NUT SPORTS CENTER 

(203) 399-6534 

314 Boston Post Road, Westbrook, CT 06498 
Full service dive shop, PADI instr, low prices 


JACK’S DIVE CENTER, INC. 

(203) 747-3170 PADI facility #20 

One Town Line Road, Plainville, CT 06062 
Since 1975-sales, service, instr, rentals & trips 


ORBIT MARINE SPORTS CENTER, INC. 
(203) 333-DIVE 

3273 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport, CT 06605 
Sales, rentals, air, svc, charters, PADI, NAUI 


REX MARINE CENTER 

(203) 831-5236 PADI & NAUI 

144 Water St., South Norwalk, CT 06854 

Full service facility, sales, rentals, instr, charters 


THE DIVING BELL, LTD. 

(203) 775-3573 

461 Federal Rd., Brookfield, CT 06804 
Sales,service,travel, PADI 5 training center 


UNDERWATER SWIMMERS, INC. 

(203) 932-0258 

526 Main Street, West Haven, CT 06516 

Full sve facility, charters, travel and dive club. 


DELAWARE 


FIRST STATE SPORTS, INC. 

(302) 998-6357 

3313 Old Capital Tr., Wilmington, DE 19808 
Instruction, sales, wreck dives, air 

NAUI Pro Facility F-006 


OLD INLET DIVE SHOP 

(302) 227-0999/(302) 629-7471 off season 
3407 Hwy. 1, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
Full service facility, sales, rental, charter boat 


FLORIDA 


ABYSS PRO DIVE CENTER/ FL KEYS 
(800) 457-0134/(305) 743-2126 MM 54 
Marathon / Clean, roomy 34’ six-pax dive boat 
Underwater video & camera rental, PADI/PDIC 


ADMIRAL DIVE 

(800) 346-DIVE PADI 5*IDC 

1 Bowen Dr., MM 105, Key Largo, FL 33037 
Daily instr, dvg & snkl trips aboard 65’ boat 


AMERICAN DIVE CENTER 

(800) 310-0174 

8092 W Sample Rd, Coral Springs, FL 33065-9609 
Broward & Palm Beach Co. Dive Charters 
Nitrox training/fills/rentals/PADI, NAUI referrals 


AMERICAN DIVE CENTER, INC. 

Boca Raton (800) 393-0621 

In Florida (407) 393-0621 

Referrals, NAUI, PADI, SSI, Nitrox available. 


AMERICAN PRO DIVING CENTER 
(800) 291-DIVE/(352) 563-5230 fax 

US 19, Crystal River, FL 34429 

Guided Manatee trous, all referals, PADI 5* 


AQUA SHOP 

(800) 331-3772/(407) 848-9042 

505 Northlake Blvd., N. Palm Beach, FL 33408 
Dive Center, daily trips, boats on site, full svc 


AQUA-SPECIALTY DIVE CENTER, INC. 
(305) 423-8340 NAUI/I.A.N.T.D 

13710 W. State Rd. 84, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33325 
Nitrox fills, training, referrals, dive charters 


AQUATIC ADVENTURES 

(813) 788-6476 (800) 741-6476 

6433 Gall Blvd, Zephyrhills, FL 33541 

Gulf dives daily frm Ramada Inn, Port Richey FL 


AUSTIN’S DIVING CENTER, INC. 

(305) 665-0636/(305) 665-0789 fax 

10525 South Dixie Hwy., Miami, FL 33156 
Sales, instruction, repairs, air, most major brands 


BLUE GROTTO 
(352) 528-5770 
Rt. 3, Box 2790, Williston, FL 32696 


CHUCK’S DIVE WORLD 
(904)678-5001/(800)224-DIVE / PADI 5* 
102 John Sims Parkway, Valparaiso, FL 32580 
Service, rental, charters, instr, intl dive travel 


CONCH REPUBLIC DIVERS 

(800) 274-DIVE/(305) 852-1655 

MM 90.3, Tavernier, Florida Keys, 33070 
Charters, Rntls, Inst, Hotel Pkgs.Group Rates available 


CYPRESS SPRINGS 

(904) 535-2960 Cypress Springs Road / SR 79 
Vernon (8.3 miles S. I-10 / Exit 17), FL 32462 
Fresh water spring scuba diving, classes, canoe, 
livery - full service, RV park 


DEEP DIVERS UNLIMITED 

(407) 286-0078 

6085 SE Federal Highway, Stuart, FL 34997 
PADI & NITROX instr., referral certs. welcome 


DEEP 6 DIVERS SERVICE 

(813) 688-3015 

1631 E. Edgewood Dr., Lakeland, FL 33803 
NAUI, YMCA 


DEPTH PERCEPTION DIVE CENTER 
(813) 689-3483 

10075 E. Adamo Drive, Tampa, FL 33619 
Openwater thru assistant inst., nitrox, adv. 
nitrox, ext. range (deep air) 


DEVIL’S DEN 

(352) 528-3344 

Route 3, Box 23-DD, Williston, FL. 32696 
Florida’s prehistoric spring! 


DISCOVER DIVING DIVE CENTER 

(904) 760-3483 / (904) 760-4348 fax. PADI 5* 
92 Dunlawton Cswy,Daytona Bch/Pt Orange FL 
Dive wrecks & more on Dayton’s only dive boat 


DIVEBOAT MOORINGS 

(813) 864-3483 

5687 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705 
Full service shop, daily gulf trips 


DIVE BUDDIES INC 

(407) 631-7649/(800) 528-DIVE 

4110 North U.S. 1, Cocoa, FL 32927 
PADI 5* training facility. We do it all! 


DIVE SHOP, THE 

(904) 492-DIVE / 492-3483 Perdido Key 
13111 Sorrento Rd, Pensacola, FL 32507 
Full service, charters, rentals, YMCA, CMAS 


DIVER’S DEN OF PENSACOLA 

(904) 438-0650 

518 North 9th Avenue, Pensacola, FL 32501 
Daily dive charters 


DIVERS OASIS SCUBA CENTER 

(904) 774-2091 / (904) 774-2092 fax 

2422 S. Volusia Ave., Orange City, FL 32763 
PADI, NACD, nitrox 


DIVERS OUTLET STORES 
800-DIVE-USA/2 locations to serve you better 
Key Largo-MM 106 Bayside/FL City-US Hwy 1 
Guaranteed the best selection at the lowest prices 


DIVERS UNLIMITED 

(305) 981-0156 

6023 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood FL 33024 
PADI IDC. Awarded #1 trng fac in US by PADI 


DIXIE DIVERS OF BOCA RATON 
(407) 477-5388 / (407) 883-9339 FAX 
8214 Glades Road, Boca Raton, FL 33434 
PADI 5* 


DIXIE DIVERS OF BOYNTON BEACH 
(407) 736-3483 

340 N. Congress Ave., Boynton Beach, FL 
PADI 5% 


DIXIE DIVERS OF CORAL SPRINGS 
(305) 755-9858 / (305) 755-3448 fax 

2060 University Dr., Coral Springs, FL 33071 
PADI 5*® 


DIXIE DIVERS OF DEERFIELD BEACH 
(305) 420-0009 / (305) 420-0380 fax 

1645 SE 3rd Court, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 
PADI 5* 


DIXIE DIVERS OF FORT PIERCE 
(407) 461-4488 / (407) 461-4593 fax 

1717 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34950 
PADI 5% 


DIXIE DIVERS OF KEY LARGO 

(800) FLA-DIVE / (305) 453-0643 fax 

Pink Plaza, Mile Marker 103.5 

103400 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, FL 33037 


DIXIE DIVERS OF LAKELAND 

(813) 648-4333 / (813) 648-4334 fax 

4120 South Florida Ave., Lakeland, FL 33813 
PADI 5* 


DIXIE DIVERS OF PALM BAY 

(407) 723-8888 / (407) 951-4988 fax 

4651 Babcock Street NE, Palm Bay, FL 32905 
PADI 5* 


DIXIE DIVERS OF PORT ST. LUCIE 
(407) 398-0788 

10796 South U.S. 1, Port St. Lucie, FL 
PADI 5* 


DIXIE DIVERS OF STUART 

(407) 283-5588 / (407) 283-5927 fax 
1839 SE Federal Hwy, Stuart, FL 34994 
PADI 5* 


DIXIE DIVERS OF VERO BEACH 
(407) 770-1188 / (407) 770-2918 fax 

1833 South U.S. 1, Vero Beach, FL 32960 
PADI 5* 


DIXIE DIVERS OF WEST PALM BEACH 
(800) 456-3188 / (407) 969-6722 fax 

1401 S Military Trail,West Palm Beach, 

FL 33415 PADI5* 


DOLPHIN DIVE CENTER 

(813) 924-2785 

6018 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231 
PADI, NAUI, sales, rntls, air, service charters 


EMERALD COAST DIVER’S 

(800) 945-3483 / (904) 233-3355 NAUI, PADI 
5121 Thomas Dr, Panama City Beach,FL 32408 
Daily reef, wreck charters. Full service facility. 


FANTASEA SCUBA HEADQUARTERS 
(904) 837-6943 PADI 5* IDC / DVI Resort 
#1, Highway 98, Destin, FL 32541 
Sales,service,gulf charters,instr,mtls,air&travel 


FLORIDA FROGMAN, INC. 

(305) 599-9900/(305) 591-2774 FAX 

2852 NW 72nd Ave., Miami, FL 33122 

Across from Miami Int’! Airport NAUI Pro Fac 


DIVE STORE DIRECTORY 


FLORIDAZE DIVE CENTER 

(800) 437-3483 / (305) 852-1432 

MM 90.8, Tavenier, Florida Keys 33070 
PADI 5%, 6 pass.dive charters, hotel pkgs. 


GULF COAST DIVE PROS 

(904) 456-8845 

7203 Hwy. 98 W., Pensacola, FL. 32506 
NAUI, PADI, full service year round 


HALL’S DIVING CENTER 

& CAREER INSTITUTE 

800-33 1-HALL (4255)/(305) 743-5929 

1994 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, FL Keys 33050 
Adv. classes, instr training, daily trips, motel pkgs 


H20 SCUBA 

(305) 956-3483 

160 Sunny Isles Blvd., 
N. Miami Bch, FL 33160 


HYDROSPACE DIVE SHOP 

(800) 874-3483/(904) 234-3063 

6422 West Highway 98/3605-A Thomas Dr., 
Panama City Beach, FL 32408 

The Gulf Coast’s largest, most exper. dive svc 


INNERSPACE DIVE SHOP 

(800) 538-2896/(305) 872-2319 PADI, NAUI 
PO Box 744, MM 29.5, Big Pine, FL 33043 
Pro dive shop, daily reef trips to Looe Key 


JIM’S SEA DIVE CENTER 

(813) 667-1121 

1051 South Combec Rd., Lakeland, FL 33801 
Apollo, Oceanic, Sherwwod, Poseidon dealer 


KEY WEST DIVER 

(305) 294-7177 FAX (305) 294-7612 

Billy Deans/ Meda Nalley 

MM 4.5 Stock Island, Key West, FL 33040 


KEY WEST / LOOKER DIVING 

(305) 294-2249 / (800) 245-2249 

100 Grinnell St, PO Box 4035, Key West 33040 
PADI, SSI, NAUI / Go the extra mile! 


KEY WEST / SEACLYPSE DIVERS 
(305) 296-1975 / (800) 626-6396 

(305) 296-9516 fax / Key West, FL 33045 
6-passenger charters, PADI 5 &dive center 
Dive hotel packages 


KEY WEST / SOUTHPOINT DIVERS 
(305) 292-9778/(800) 824-681 1 

2 jet boats, small groups, 4 trips daily 
PADI 5%, IDC Training Center, Packages 


KEY WEST / SUBTROPIC DIVE CENTER 
(305) 296-9114 / (800) 853-DIVE 

1605 N. Roosevelt Blvd, Key West, FL 33040 
Full service, on water facility. Daily reef trips. 
Destination resort pkgs. On-site waterfront hotel 


KONA KAI BAYFRONT RESORT 
(800) 365-STAY / (305) 852-7200 
Key Largo’s Hidden Treasure 

Stay and Dive with the Best! 


LIGHTHOUSE DIVE CENTER 

(305) 782-1100 

2507 North Ocean Blvd, Pompano Bch, FL 33062 
PADI 5*Facility, IANTD, NAUI referrals 


MARATHON DIVERS 

(305) 289-1141 / (800) 724-5798 

12221 Overseas Hwy., Marathon Key, FL 33050 
Full service diving facility. Great prices! 


MARATHON UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
(305) 743-9867/(305) 664-7956 Diving, snor- 
keling, sailing, instr, small classes-no crowds, 
OW checks discounted lodging-Special fac. for 
disabled 


OCEAN DIVING SCHOOLS OF FLORIDA 
(305) 943-3337 
750 E. Sample Rd., Pompano Beach, FL 33064 


OMEGA BLUE, INC. 

(800) 755-3111 / (305) 783-3111 

P.O. Box 10834, Pompano Beach, FL 33061 
Max 6 pass, 4 day PADI cert, 
waverunner/gear rentals 
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PANAMA CITY DIVE CENTER 

(904) 235-3390/(800) 832-DIVE 

4823 Thomas Drive,Panama City, FL 32408 
PADI/NAUI ITC,Divemaster ITC,daily charters 


PIPIN’S DIXIE DIVERS KEY LARGO 
(800) 33-PIPIN / (305) 453-9773 fax 
Dockside, 1 Seagate Blvd, 

Key Largo, FL 33037 


PROFESSIONAL SCUBA ASSOCIATION 
Hal Watts, Pres. (352) 368-7974 

9487 NW 115th Avenue, Ocala, FL 32675 
Deep air, nitrox, tri-mix, cave, 40 Fathom Grotto 


RAINBOW REEF DIVE CENTER 

(800) 457-4354 / (305) 664-4600 

84977 Overseas Hwy, Islamorada, FL 33036 
Located at Tropical Reef Resort, PADI resort 


SCUBA III DIVE CENTER 

(407) 862-5489 / (800) US SCUBA 

937 West State Road, Altamonte Springs 
FL 32714/ Close to Disney World! 


SCUBA SHOP 

(904) 243-1600 

348 SW Miracle Strip, Ft Walton Beach 
FL 32548 / PADI, NAUI, SSI 


SCUBA TECH 

(904) 837-1933/(904) 837-2822 

5371 Hwy 98 East & 312 Hwy 98 East, Destin 
Diving charters & instruction, two locations. 


SCUBA WEST 

(813) 863-6911 Ist 5% facility on West Coast 
8109 New York, Ave., Hudson, FL 34667 

All specialties, local and exotic travel 


SEA-J’S SCUBA & TRAVEL, INC. 

(813) 585-3483 / (813) 581-2011 fax 

12499 Seminole Boulevard, Largo, FL 34648 
NASDS, Lessons, service, air rentals 


SEALANDIA SCUBA CENTER 

(941) 775-6646 FAX (941) 775-0094 

2377 E. Tamiami Trail, Naples, FL 33962 
NAUI, IANTD, Scubapro & Sea Quest gear 


SEAPRO SCUBA CENTER OF PALM BCH 
(407) 844-DIVE / PADI 5* 

3619 Broadway, Riviera Beach, FL 33404 
Referrals welcome, dive the Princess Anne 


SPRING SYSTEMS DIVE OUTPOST 
(904) 776-1449 

Rt. 5, Box 171B, Live Oak, FL 32060 
Cave diving at its best! 


SOUTH EAST DIVING INSTITUTE 
(800) 352-7234 

1717 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34950 
PADI 5* 


SUNSHINE SCUBA 

(800) 878-3483 / (813) 585-0938 

1901 West Bay Drive #10, Largo, FL 34640 
NAUI, NASE, YMCA, CMAS, NSSCDS & 
NITROX 


TACKLE SHACK DIVING HDQTRS 
(813) 546-5080 

7801 66th St., N, Pinellas Park, FL 34665 
Large inventory of hard to find items 


THE DIVE STATION 

(800) 282-3328 / (407) 843-3483 

3465 Edgewater Drive, Orlando, FL 32804 
PADI Instructor Development Center 


THE SCUBA CLUB, INC. 

(800) 835-2466 / (407) 844-2466 

4708 Poinsettia Ave, West Palm Bch, FL 33407 
America’s only country club for divers since 
1972, YMCA, SSI, PADI, NAUI 


UNDERSEAS, INC. 

(800) 446-5663 / (305) 872-2700 

U.S.1, MM 30.5, Big Pine Key, FL 33043 
Looe Key trips daily, rntls, repairs, sales, PADI 


100 = SCUBA TIMES 


UNDERSEAS SPORTS 

(305) 564-8661 / (800) 842-9798 

1450 N Federal Hwy, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304 
PADI, NAUI 


VORTEX SPRINGS, INC. 

(904) 836-4979 / (800) 342-0640 

Rte 2, Box 650, Hwy 81 North, 

Ponce De Leon, FL 32455 

Sales, svc, rentals, group lodging, camping, 50’ 
deep spring, clear water all year, no waves. 


WORLD DOWN UNDER, INC. 

(800) 245-3483/(305) 664-9312 

PO Box 1001, Islamorada, FL 33036 

Reef & wreck trips daily/boat rentals, PADI inst 


GEORGIA 


DIVE, DIVE, DIVE... 

(404) 476-7833 

2131 Pleasant Hill Rd., Gwinnett Mall Corners, 
Duluth, GA 30136/ NAUI ProFacility 


ISLAND DIVE CENTER 

(800) 940-DIVE / (912) 638-6590 

107 Marina Drive, St. Simons Isl, GA 31522 
PADI 5* Training Fac, Scubapro Dealer, instr., 
sales, service, rental, air, local charters 


PEACHTREE DIVE CENTER 

(404) 487-6609 / (404) 631-8093 fax 

1954 Highway 54 West, Fayetteville, GA 30214 
PADI 5* Instructor Development Center 


PLANET OCEAN DIVERS, INC. 

(404) 973-7909 

2714 Sandy Plains Road, Marietta, GA 30066 
PADI classes, equipment, trips 


PLANET OCEAN SCUBA CENTER 

(706) 563-8675 

3865 Miller Road, Columbus, GA 31909 
Certification classes, sales, svc, trips, dive club 


HAWAII 


A SEA PARADISE SCUBA 

(808) 322-2500 / (800) 322-KONA 

78-7128 Kaleiopapa Rd,Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
PADI full service 


AARON’S DIVE SHOPS 

(808) 262-2333 602 Kailna Rd, Kailua HI 96734 
*VA Approved Career College* 

3 stores, PADI 5*IDC Boat & shore diving 
daily, Hotel pickup service avail, 
Rentals/sales/specialty training. Serving 
Oahu for more than 24 years. 


AQUATIC ADVENTURES 

(808) 822-1434 / (800) 204-4613 

4-1380 Kuhio Hwy, Kapaa, HI 96746 (on Kauai) 
PADI 5* 


CAPT. NEMO’S OCEAN EMPORIUM 
Maui’s only 5% IDC, intro dives thru instructor 
training, full service, air repair, and retail 2 & 3 tank 
Molokin & Lanai boat trips, snorkel trips & rental. 
1-800-367-8088 


DIVE KAUAI SCUBA CENTER 

(808) 822-0452 / (800) 8CU-DIVE 

976 Kuhio Hwy, Kapaa, Kauai, HI 96746 
PADI IDC, sales, rental, custom boat charters 


DIVE MAUI 

(808) 667-2080, e-mail offshore @ maui.net 
NAUI, PADI, SSI, EAN. 900 Front St., Lahaina, 
HI 96761 / Full service island diving since1981 


ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES 
(800) 635-1273 / P.O. Box 616 

Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 / Call for a FREE 
comprehensive info & dive sites package! 


KOHALA DIVERS, LTD 

(808) 882-7774 / PO Box 44940 

Kawaihae Shopping Ctr, Kawaihae, HI 96743 
PADI 5X center, serving the Kohala Coast 


KONA COAST DIVERS 

(800) KOA-DIVE/ (808) 329-8802 

e-mail: divekona @ilhawaii.net or internet 
http://konacoastdivers.com NAUI,SSI,PADI 
One stop facility. Prof since 1967 


LAHAINA DIVERS 

(800) 998-DIVE / (808) 667-6280 

143 Dickenson Street, Lahaina-Maui, HI 96761 
Charters, training, rentals, PADI 5% w/NAUI & 
SSI open water comp. 


OCEAN CONCEPTS SCUBA 

(808) 677-7975 

94-547 Ukee St, #211, Waipahu, HI 96797 
Boat dives, PADI 5* IDC, fishing 


RED SAIL SPORTS 

(800) 255-6425/(808) 885-2876 

69-425 Waikoloa Bch Dr, Kamuela,HI 96743 
Unspoiled Kohala Coast, Big Island. 
Professional, fast boat, turtles, dolphins, 
octopus, lavatubes & arches.PADI/NAUI 


SUNRISE & NITROX DIVERS OF KAUAI 
(800) NX5-DIVE/(808) 822-REEF, PADI Dive Ctr 
IANTD/ANDITDI Enriched Air Trng Fac 

U/W Scooters, 24-hr fill svc, FREE INFO 


IDAHO 


BOISE WATER SPORTS 

(208) 342-1378 PADI 5* 

3204 Overland Rd., Boise, ID 83705 

Ice diving, wreck, Tusa, email DiversOmmi@aol.com 


H & H DIVE & TRAVEL 

(208) 233-7802 NAUI Pro Fac / PADI & HSI 
1684 Kraft Road, Pocatello, ID 83201/Handicap 
Scuba Assoc/ 60,000 gallon training aquarium 


ILLINOIS 


ACTION ONE DIVE CENTER 

(618) 656-REEF/7333 

214 South Main, Edwardsville, IL 62025 
IDEA full service training center 


BERRY SCUBA 
(312) 763-1626 PADI 
6674 N. Northwest Hwy, Chicago, IL 60631 


BLACK MAGIC DIVE SHOP 

(708) 362-DIVE 

253 Peterson Road, Libertyville, IL 60048 
PADI 5% Technical trgn facility, diving charters 


DIVENTURES 

(312) 348-DIVE 

1017 West Diversey, Chicago, IL 60614 
NAUI, SSI, instr, air, rentals, travel & repair 


D.I.V.E. SYSTEMS, INC. 

(708) 449-FINS 

1812 Taft Ave., Berkeley, IL 60163 
NAUI, PADI, full service, travel 


DONOVAN’S REEF SCUBA & SPORT 
(708) 304-8803 PADI / NAUI 

22168 North Hillview Dr, Lake Barrington 
IL 60010/ Training, sales, service, dive trips 


DOWN UNDER DIVE SHOP 
(618) 997-3214 

109 North 5th, Marion, IL 62959 
DDC: 


ILLINOIS INSTITUTE OF DIVING 

(708) 858-8884 

436 Roosevelt Road, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 

Full svc, sales, travel & instr, NAUI, SSI, PADI 


LAKE MICHIGAN SCUBA CENTER 
(815) 33-SCUBA 

680 S. Eastwood Dr., Woodstock, IL 60098 
PADI 5 *fac,84-degree indoor pool,travel,sales 
Lake MI chrtrs “Your one stop dive facility” 


DIVE STORE DIRECTORY 


LAKE MICHIGAN SCUBA CENTER 
(708) 540-7211 

215 S. Rand Rd., Lake Zurich, IL 60047 
PADI 5%, local dive charters 


PRO DIVE SHOP, INC. 

(217) 428-0599 

1027 W. Eldorado St., Decatur, IL 62522 
Instruction, sales, dive vacations 


PROSPECT DIVE & SPORT SHOP 

(708) 259-0606 

870 S. Arthur Ave, Arlington Heights, IL 60005 
PADI 5% - NAUI PRO - FREE AIR FILLS 


PURR-FECT SCUBA 

(815) 937-1413 

263 W. Court, Kankakee, IL 60901 
PADI 5% full service facility, dive travel 


SCUBA DIVING SCHOOLS OF AMERICA 
(708) 393-7060 

4 South 100 Rt 59,Unit 14 Naperville,IL 60563 
NASDS Instructor Training Facility 


SCUBA EMPORIUM 

(708) 389-9410 

12003 S. Cicero, Alsip, IL 60658 

PADI instr, courses monthly, heated pool 


SENTRY POOL & DIVE 

(800) 443-8625 / (309) 797-9721 
1529-46th Ave., Moline, IL 61265 
PADI 5* full facility 


UNDERSEAS SCUBA CENTER, INC. 
(708) 833-8383 

611 N. Addison Road, Villa Park, IL 60181 
Sea Quest, Scubapro, US Divers 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS 

(312) 337-6151 

620 N. LaSalle, Chicago, IL 60610 

Full sve facility, trips, rentals, air, etc. PADI 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS 

(312) DIVE-999 

2950 North Lincoln Ave., Chicago, IL 60657 
Full sve. fac, trips, mtls air, PADI 5*, pool 


INDIANA 


GREENWOOD SCUBA 

(317) 882-3221 

916 East Main Street, Greenwood, IN 46143 
PADI 5%, indr pool, handicapped instr, NITROX 


DNP DIVING, INC. 

(219) 735-DIVE / (219) 739-2265 fax 

604 East Main Street, Logansport, IN 46947 
PADI 5 *trng fac, sales, service, rentals, travel 


DIVERS SUPPLY MUNCIE, INC. 
(317) 288-4868 

3715 S. Walnut St., Muncie, IN 47302 
PADI 5* Full Service Center & travel 


DIVERS WORLD INC. 

(812) 423-2738 

1271 E. Morgan Avenue, Evansville, IN 47711 
Full rentals, sales, service, education; NASDS 


DIVING DEN, INC. 

(317) 452-1034 

2229 E. County Rd., OONS, Kokomo, IN 46902 
PADI 5* full service facility, travel 


HART CITY SCUBA, INC. 

(219) 264-3528 

2200 Cassopolis Street, Elkhart, IN 46516 
PADI 5* facility, travel, NITROX 


LAKE COUNTY DIVERS 

(219) 942-0016 

305 Main St., (Rt. 51), Hobart, IN 46342 
Dacor equip, PADI 5* IDC training facility 


MIDWEST SCUBA CENTER 

(317) 872-2522 

4306 W. 96th St., Indianapolis, IN 46268 
On-site indoor pool, 5*facility; PADI 











SCUBA LAKE MICHIGAN CHARTERS 
(219) 271-0192 

52737 E. Cypress Circle, South Bend, IN 46637 
CHB/SHP rates Dive aboard the “Sea Quest IT’ 


SCUBA QUEST 

(317) 77D IVER 

597 Westfield Road, Noblesville, IN 46060 
Full service PADI dive center 


SCUBALAND 

(812) 234-0774 

1312 Wabash Avenue, Terre Haute, IN 47807 
PADI facility, sales, service & instruction 


THE MERMAIDS QUEST 

(219) 256-6875 

305 E. McKinley,Us.20E,Mishawaka, IN 46545 
Lessons, rentals, sales, air. PADI 


IOWA 


OKOBOJI SCUBA CENTER L.P. 

(712) 332-5054 / Maywood Square Mall 

P.O. Box 707, Arnolds Park, IA 51331 

Full svc,bluewater dvg, teen summercamp, IDEA 


KANSAS 


THE DIVE SHOP 

(913) 677-DIVE 

7300 Frontage Rd., Merriam, KS 66203 
NAUI Pro Facility, full service facility 


THE PIRATES DEN 

(913) 462-6631 / Colby, KS 

PADI certification, including specialties 
Equipment rental, sales, & service / air station 


KENTUCKY 


AQUARIUS DIVE SHOP 
(606) 431-8626 
800 Elm Street, Ludlow, KY 41016 


INNERSPACE DIVE SHOP 

(606) 276-2323 

828 Lane Allen Road, Lexington, KY 40504 
PADI dive center, Oceanic, Sea Quest, Tusa 


KENTUCKY DIVING HEADQUARTERS 
(502) 897-6481 

3928 Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 40207 
Top pro equip for less/See our large showroom 


LOUISVILLE DIVE SHOP 

(502) 458-8427 

2478 Bardstown Rd, Louisville, KY 40205 
Everything in diving! 


NEW HORIZONS 

(606) 277-1234 

2577 Regency Rd., Lexington, KY 40503 
PADI 5%, full service facility 


NORTHERN KENTUCKY DIVING CTR. 
(606) 283-1550 

733 Burlington Pike, Florence, KY 41042 
SSI, Instructor training facility, indoor heated 
pool on location, sales, service & rental 


LOUISIANA 


AQUA TECH DIVE CENTER 

(504) 341-3483 

6101 Westbank Expwy, Marrero, LA 70072 
Full service shop. PADI 


CORAL REEF DIVE SHOP 

(504) 641-9888 

2217 Carey Street, Slidell, LA 70458 
ScubaPro, O’Neil, Underwater Kinetics, PADI 


THE SCUBA COMPANY 

(504) 244-6292 

7212 Hayne Blvd,New Orleans,LA 70126-1857 
PADI 5% IDC - Rig dives 


THE WATER HABITAT OF ALEXANDRIA 
(318) 443-5075 

P.O. Box 893; 3327 Jackson Street, Suite A 
Alexandria, LA 71309 


MAINE 


ACADIA AQUATICS 

(207) 664-0056 

236 High St.,(Routes | & 3) 

Ellsworth, ME 04605 

PADI 5% near Acadia NP; eqpt rental/sales/repair 


HARBOR DIVERS 
(207) 244-5751 PADI 
Rt. 102 A, Bass Harbor, ME 04653 
Located near Acadia National Park 


YORK BEACH SCUBA 
(207) 363-4982 
21 Railroad Avenue, York Beach, ME 03910 


MARYLAND 


ANNAPOLIS SCUBA CENTER 

(410) 266-8327 

150 G Jennifer Road, Annapolis, MD 21401 
Full service PADI 5* facility 


AQUA VENTURES, INC. 

(410) 66-OCEAN 

9731 York Rd, Cockeysville, MD 21030 
Full svc fac, priv. & group instruction, SSI 


ATLANTIC EDGE SCUBA CENTER 

(301) 990-0223 PADI 

213 Muddy Branch Rd,Gaithersburg,MD 20878 
Beginner-instructor classes yr round, US Divers 


EAST COAST DIVERS 

(410) 939-9030 / (410) 939-6175 

311 Saint Johns St, Harve De Grace, MD 21078 
Full Service, PADI 


TIDEWATER AQUATICS 

(410) 742-1992/(800) 637-2102 

1147 South Salisbury Blvd, #7, Salisbury, MD 
NITROX, technical diving, charters, full service 


WET DREAMS DIVE & TRAVEL 

(301) 829-9121 PADI 5% IDC / ANDI 

510 East Ridgeville Blvd., Mt. Airy, MD 21771 
Quality, Service & Price; 60+ name brands 


MASSACHUSETTS 


AQUARIUS DIVING CENTER, INC. 

(508) 759-DIVE 

3239 Cranberry Hwy.Buzzard’s Bay,MA 02532 
Auth. Scubapro dealer, Instr., sls, air, mtl., dive 
travel. Open M-F 9-7; Sat & Sun 9-5; PADI 


CAPE ANN DIVERS 

2 dive boats & free guided shore dives. Full svc 
store | hr N of Boston. Call for free brochure 
(508) 281-8082 You’ ll love our wrecks, walls & reefs. 


DIVER’S MARKET, INC. 

(508) 746-DIVE 

319 Court Street, Plymouth, MA 02360 
PADI 5* facility, dive travel & wreck diving 


INLAND DIVERS 

(508) 892-3323 / NAUI & PADI 

100 S. Main St., Leicester, MA 01524 
Full sve fac, indoor pool, wetsuit repair 


NORTHEAST SCUBA, INC. 
(508) 777-DIVE 
125 Liberty St., Danvers, MA 01923 


SOUTH SHORE SKIN DIVERS INC. 
(617) 294-0819 

147 Bridge St., North Weymouth, MA 02191 
Sales, service, rentals, lessons. PADI 


THE SCUBA CENTER 

(508) 761-5015 

One Highland Ave.,S. Attleboro, MA 02703 
Full svc, local and tropical dive travel 
(Caribbean), all specialties available; PADI 


UNDERSEA DIVERS, INC. 

(508) 927-9551 

42 Water St., Beverly, MA 01915 

Sales, instruction, air, rentals, service, boat 
dives, U/W photo specialists, PADI 


UNITED DIVERS 

(617) 666-0410 

59 Washington Street, Somerville, MA 02143 
Over 25 years serving Boston’s divers 


MICHIGAN 


DIVE INN WATERSPORTS 

(810) 987-6263/(810) 987-6041 fax 

3858 24th Avenue, Port Huron, MI 48060 
Full svc fac., IDEA Instructor & Tech training 


DIVE SITE 

(616) 323-3700/ (800)622-6235 

9125 Portage Rd., Kalamazoo, MI 49002 
S.S.L, Training from beginner to instructor 


DIVER’S DEN 

(810) 693-9801 

604 S. Lapeer Rd., Lake Orion, MI 48362 
Sales, service, rentals & local charters 


DIVERS INCORPORATED 

(313) 971-7770 

3380 Washtenaw Ave., Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
PADI 5% IDC/AIANTD training fac, sls, svc, nitrox 


DON’S DIVE SHOP 

(313) 477-7333 PADI 5* dive center 

29480 10 Mile Rd, Farmington Hills, MI 48024 
Open wtr. & adv., dive mstr., nt. dvg.,ice dvg., 
cpr, Ist aid, FL & Caribbean trips, Full service 


GREAT LAKES DIVE LOCKER 
(616) 531-9440 

4909 S. Division, Wyoming, MI 49548 
Full service, year round PADI instruction 


GREAT LAKES SCUBA 

(616) 943-3483 

22 N. US #31 South, Traverse City, MI 49684 
PADI 5x, Sales, Service, Rentals, Trips 


M & M DIVING 

(906) 863-7330 

1901 10th St., Box 74, Menomonee, MI 49858 
Lake Superior & Lake Michigan charters 


MACOMB SCUBA CENTER 

(810) 558-9922 

13465 E. 12th Mile Rd., Warren, MI 48093 
Full service, charter boat, PADI 5* 


MICHIANA SCUBA 

(616) 683-4502 

301 East Main, Niles, MI 49120 

Compl. training fac, sales, rprs., air, trvl., PADI 


ROD’S REEF 

(616) 843-8688/(616) 843-3570 fax 

3134 West Johnson Rd., Ludington, MI 49431 
NAUI/PADI charters, sales, mtl, classes, trips. Viking 


SEAQUATICS, INC. 

(517) 835-6391 

5027 Eastman Avenue, Midland, MI 48640 
SSI-Basic-Instructor-Open 7 days a week 


THE DIVE SHOP 

(313) 732-3900/(313) 732-4350 

G-4020 Corunna Rd., Flint, MI 48532 

SSI, basic-adv. classes avail., full service store 


THE SCUBA SHACK 

(517) 821-6477 

9982 W Higgins Lake Dr, Higgins Lake MI 48627 
SSI, full service dive facility 


DIVE STORE DIRECTORY 


WEST MICHIGAN DIVING CENTER INC. 
(616) 755-3771 

2367 W. Sherman Blvd., Muskegon, MI 49441 
5% PADI training facility 


MINNESOTA 


FANTASEA SCUBA & TRAVEL 7 days/wk 
(612) 890-DIVE(3483) / (612) 890-7237 fax 
Minnesota’s ONLY PADI 5*®IDC Dive Center 
Just three minutes from the Mall Of America 
Scubapro, Sherwood, Tabata, Mares and more 


INNERSPACE SCUBA CENTER 

(218) 729-9028 

4910 Miller Trunk Hwy, Duluth, MN 55811 
Full line scuba 


MINNESOTA SCHOOL OF DIVING 
(218) 829-5953 

712 Washington St, Brainerd, MN 56401 
PADI, commercial diving & instruction 


NORTHLAND DIVERS INC. 

(612) 777-4278 

2017 Woodlynn Ave., Maplewood, MN 55109 
PADI 5* dive center, travel & instruction 


SCUBA CENTER 

(612) 925-4818 

5015 Penn Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55419 
Travel specialists,Minnesota’s Ist PADI 5% Ctr. 


SMITH DIVING 

(612) 789-DIVE 

2622 Central NE, Minneapolis, MN 55418 
NAUI Pro Facility 


TALL PINE ENT./SCUBA 

(218) 741-8118/(218) 741-4639 fax 
8541 Tall Pine Road, Britt, MN 55710 
PADI complete scuba dive center 


MISSISSIPPI 


CLUB CARIBBEAN DIVERS 

(601) 392-7830 

10470 H D’iberville Blvd,D’ iberville, MS 39532 
PADI training facility / Sea Quest, Mares, Tusa 


DIVE FIVE, INC. 

(601) 385-7664 

Suite 2650 W Beach Blvd, Biloxi, MS 39531 
PADI, US Divers, Sherwood, & Sea Quest 


WET SET WATER ENTERTAINMENT 
(601) 762-WETT / 762-4729 

2112 Old Mobile Hwy., Pascagoula, MS 39567 
Full service facility. Dacor, ScubaPro, Mares 


MISSOURI 


ACADEMY OF SCUBA TRAINING, INC. 
(314) 335-0756 PADI 5* IDC 

437 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 
Equipment sales, service, travel & instruction 


BONNE TERRE MINE-BILLION 
GALLON LAKE RESORT 

For reservations: (314) 731-5003 

Park & Allen St., Bonne Terre, MO 63628 
Underground lake, thr from St. Louis, 100ft 
visibility, 58* water temp. 


CAPTAIN JOHN’S SPORTS & SCUBA 
(417) 673-2724 

P.O. Box E, MM Hwy., Oronogo, MO 64855 
14-acre diving lake on premises, PADI 5* 


CAPT. NEMO’S DIVE SHOP 
(314) 442-DIVE 
1414B Rangeline St., Columbia, MO 65201 


PORT OF KIMBERLING SCUBA 

(417) 739-5400 PADI 

49A Lake Road, Kimberling City, MO 65686 
Experience diving beautiful Table Rock Lake 
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SHO-ME SCUBA 

(417) 882-3483 

1675 E. Seminole, #G100, Springfield, MO 
65804 / Full service facility, SSI & PADI 


THE DIVE SHOP OF ST. LOUIS, MO 
(314) 968-8099 

9836 Manchester Rd., St. Louis, MO 63119 
PADI 5*, IDC, travel, svc, ed, sales & fun 


THE GREAT AMERICAN DIVING CO. 
(314) 949-0880 PADI 

401 North Main Street, St. Charles, MO 63301 
Technical classes/equip.for beginner-instructor 


WEST END DIVING CENTER 

(314) 822-3005 

11004 Manchester Rd., St. Louis, MO 63122 
Full svc store, SSI, instr development center 


WEST END DIVING CENTER 

(314) 731-5003 

11215 Natural Bridge Rd, St. Louis, MO 63044 
Full service dive ctr, SSI instr. development ctr. 


NEBRASKA 


DIVESTAR SCUBA DIVING SCHOOL 
(402) 391-1155 

2322 North 72nd St., Omaha, NE 68134 

Sales, service, school, travel, air, rental, NASDS 


HEARTLAND SCUBA CENTER 
(308) 237-7943 / (800) 344-DIVE 

101 East 24th Street, Kearney, NE 68847 
PADI 5*dive center 


MID COAST DIVERS SUPPLY, INC. 

(402) 391-1559 / (800) 373-3483 DIVE 

8831 Maple Street, Omaha, NE 68134 

PADI 5X IDC, travel, education, svc, sales, fun 


NEVADA 


DAWN’S HIGH DESERT DIVERS 
(702) 753-6706 

246 Croydon Court, Elko, NV 89801 
PADI dive center. Sherwood, Dacor, Tusa 


SIERRA DIVING CENTER 

(702) 825-2147 

104 E. Grove Street, Reno, NV 89502 
PADI 5* instr. development center (IDC) 


TROPICAL PENGUINS SCUBA 

(702) 828-3483 

180 W. Peckham Lane, Ste 1160, Reno, NV 
89509 / Sales, service, classes & travel 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


DIVERS DEN DIVE SHOP 

(603) 644-DIVE 

730 Mammoth Road, Manchester, NH 03104 
Full service shop, dive charters, Caribbean trips 


DIVE WINNIPESAUKEE 

(603)569-8080 / (603)569-9300 fax / NASDS 
PO Box 2198, Main St, Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Instruction-sales-worldwide travel-lake charters 


LAPORTE’S SKINDIVING SHOP 

(603) 763-5353 

Rte 103, Box 53, Newbury, NH 03255 

Sales, svc, PADI cert, rntl, air, salvage, repair 


NEW JERSEY 


ATLANTIC DIVERS, INC. 

(609) 641-7722 

RD 3, Box 4 Fire Rd, Pleasantville, NJ 08232 
Year-round wreck dvg, Irgst dive sched. in NJ 


DOSILS SCUBA CENTER 

(908) 787-0508 

261 Rt. 36, North Middletown, NJ 07734 
PADI full service facility 
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DIVE STORE DIRECTORY 


EAST COAST DIVING SUPPLY 

(609) 646-5090 

1002 New Road, Northfield, NJ 08225 
Sales, lessons, rentals, repairs; NAUI, PADI 


ELITE DIVERS, INC. 

(201) 586-2214 NAUI, PADI 

Brick Church Plaza at Rt. 46, Rockaway 
NJ 07866 / Full service dive store 


FANTASEA 

(908) 846-5200 

37 South Main Street, Milltown, N.J. 08850 
YMCA, Sherwood, Parkway, Tusa 


HOBOKEN DIVE CENTER 

(201) 795-DIVE / 3483 

Fifty-five 14th Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030 
The BEST dive shop in HOBOKEN! 


JORDAN DIVE CENTERS 

(908) 627-0900 

227 E. Main, Boundbrook, NJ 08805 

Lessons, equipment, repairs, NITROX, TRIMIX 


KUNUKU DIVE & TRAVEL 

(908) 454-3577 / (908) 454-3581 fax 

1594 3rd Avenue, Alpha, NJ 08865 PADI instr. 
& full service, sales, clean air & dive travel 


LAKELAND SCUBA DIVERS 

(201) 887-0194 / PADI, NAUI, YMCA 
92 Route #10, East Hanover, NJ 07936 
Indoor heated pool, sales, rentals, repairs 


SCUBA EXPERIENCE & AQUATICS 
(609) 584-8008 / (609) 584-1197 fax 
541 Route 33, Mercerville, NJ 08619 
PADI 5 * training facility 


UNDERWATER DISCOVERY, INC. 

(201) 270-9100 

2722 Rt. 37 East, Toms River, NJ 08753 
Come see the Professionals, PADI, full service 


UNDERWATER SPORTS 

(201) 843-3340 

Route 17 South, Rochelle Park, NJ 07662 
Scubapro dealer; full svc; indoor heated pool 


WHITEHOUSE AQUATIC CENTER, INC. 
(908) 534-4090 

424 Hwy 22 West, Whitehouse Sta., NJ 08889 
Sales, service, air, lessons, trips 


NEW MEXICO 


BLUE WATER DIVE AND TRAVEL 
(505) 988-5566 

855 Cerrillos Rd., Santa Fe, NM 87501 
PADI 5*, full service facility 


SANTA ROSA DIVE CENTER 

(505) 472-3370 

Blue Hole Rd, PO Box 196, Santa Rosa, NM 
88435 / Air fill station and equipment rental 


WATERSPORTS, INC. 

(505) 883-0633 

4927 Prospect NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110 
PADI 5* IDC, Dacor, Henderson 


NEW YORK 


AQUARIUS DIVING SYSTEMS 

(716) 633-4405 

8208 Main Street, Williamsville, NY 14221 
NASDS instructor training facility 


AQUATIC WORLD LTD. 

(315) 458-1955 

114 Kreischer Rd , N.Syracuse, NY 13212 
Full service training fac, rentals, lessons, PADI 


BYRAM BAY SPORTS INC. 

(914) 937-2685 

500 N. Main St., Portchester, NY 10573 
Sales, service, trips, classes, rentals 


CAPTAIN BILU’S (716) 283-DIVE 
Fax (716) 283-2858, 7815 Buffalo Ave, 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304 

PADI/NAUIL, Indoor heated pool, 

river charters, teck diving 


DIP ‘N DIVE, INC. 

(716) 837-3483 

500 Niagara Falls Blvd, Buffalo, NY 14223 
NAUI, local charters & trips Niagara river dives 


DIVE INC. 

(516) 872-4571 

815 A Sunrise Highway, Lynbrook, NY 11580 
1/4 mile west of Peninsula Blvd, PADI, Chrtrs. 
& mitls., Safe-air, equip. best prices & service 


DUTCHESS DIVING CENTER, INC. 

(914) 462-0255 

503 South Rd., Rt. 9, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
NAUI Pro Facility, US Divers, Tekna 


INNERSPACE DIVING & AQUATICS 
(516) 671-5454 

57 Forest Avenue, Glen Cove, NY 11542 
Scubapro, Dacor, Henderson 


LEISURE PRO 

(800) 562-4424 / (212) 645-1234 

42 West 18th St. 3rd Fl, New York, NY 10011 
We carry all major brands 


METRO SCUBA 

(800) 436-DIVE / (914) 736-6505 

525 Albany Post Road, Croton, NY 10520 
Westchester Co. / PADI, full service store 


MIDDLETOWN SCUBA SUPPLY 
(914) 343-2858 

17 Dolson Ave. Rt 17 M, Middletown, NY 
10940 Full service store, PADI, SSI 


NATIONAL AQUATIC SERVICES 

(315) 479-5544 / (800) SEA DIVE 

1732 Erie Blvd, Syracuse, NY 13210 

Full service facility, worldwide travel, NASDS 


PAN AQUA DIVING, INC. 

(212) 496-2267 open 7 days a week 

101 W. 75 St., New York, NY 10023 

Basic instruction, local group trips and travel, 
on-site compressor, PADI, NAUI, YMCA 


PARAGON SPORTS 

(212) 255-8036 US 
Divers/Oceanic/Sherwood/Dacor/Cressi/Body 
Glove/O’ Neil/Henderson/Heuer/Wenoka 


PECONIC SCUBA 

(516) 727-7578 

1140 Flanders Road, Rt. 24, 
Riverhead, NY 11801 / PADI 


PISCES SCHOOL OF DIVE 

(212) 947-5018 

781 Fairport East, Rochester, NY 14445 
Certified travel, weekly boat dives 


PROFESSIONAL SCUBA 

(716) 648-DIVE 

5777 Camp Rd, Hamburg(Buffalo), NY 14075 
Full service, Scubapro, PADI 


SCUBA DEPOT INC. 

(516) 739-DIVE 

155 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola, NY 11501 

On site pool, sales, instr., Beginner _ Technical 


SCUBA HUT, INC. 

(716) 385-6430 

242 West Commercial St, Rochester, NY 14445 
PADI 5* facility 


SEA HORSE DIVERS 

(718) 897-2885 PADI 5*IDC 

95-58 Queens Boulevard, Queens, NY 
Sales, lessons, repairs, charter boat 


SEA HORSE DIVERS 

(212) 517-2055 PADI 5*IDC 

1416 2nd Ave (at E. 74 St), NYC, NY 

Sales, rentals, repairs, dive travel specialists 


SOUTHSIDE VARIETY & DIVE CENTER 
(607) 733-3832 / (800) 564-7619 

401 1/2 Broadway, Elmira, NY 14904 
Oceanic, Dacor & Mares, full time, full service 


UNDERWATER WORLD 

(716) 569-5509 

RD 5, Riverside Rd., Jamestown, NY 14701 
Full service dive store, YMCA 


UNDERWATER WORLD, INC. 

(516) 679-9709 

3028 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY 11793 
Sales, instruction, travel, local dives 


NORTH CAROLINA 


AQUATIC SAFARIS 

(910) 392-4386 

5751-4 Oleander Drive, Wilmington, NC 28403 
Daily dive charters, full service PADI facility 


BILL’S SCUBA, INC. 

(919) 847-6169 

240 Newton Road, Raleigh, NC 27615 
YMCA, NAUI, full service facility 


BLUE DOLPHIN DIVE CENTER 

(910) 760-9226 

3010 S. Stratford, Winston-Salem, NC 27103 
PADI 5*fac, IDC instr dev ctr, sales, travel 


BOTTOM TIME DIVE CENTER 

(800) 52-SCUBA / (910) 347-2826 

1713-A N. Marine Blvd., Jacksonville NC 28546 
PADI 5* charters, instruction, NITROX 


BURLINGTON DIVE CENTER 

(910) 229-0793 

429 Trollinger Street, Burlington, NC 27215 
“Indoor heated pool on premises” 


CRYSTAL COAST DIVING ADV. 

(910) 347-DIVE / (800) 843-4834 

713 New Bridge St., Jacksonville, NC 28540 
PADI 5* training facility, IDC 


DISCOVERY DIVING CO.,INC. 

(919) SCUBA-OK (728-2265) 

414 Orange St, Beaufort, NC 28516 

PADI 5x, 7 charter boats, full service, 2 lodges 


DOWN UNDER SURF & SCUBA 

(919) 852-5333 (Swift Creek Shopping Center) 
5857 Holly Springs Road, Raleigh, NC 27606 
PADI, Mares, Zeagle, Uwatec, best rentals 


ISLAND HOPPERS DIVE CENTER 

(910) 854-DIVE 

2827 Spring Garden St, Greensboro, NC 27403 
PADI 5x, US Divers, Sea Quest, dive travel 


OCEAN WONDERS DIVE CENTER INC. 
(910) 758-1444 

2905 East Fifth, Greenville, NC 27834 
Scubapro, instruction, charters, NAUI, PADI 


OLYMPUS DIVE CHARTERS 

(800) 992-1258 / (919) 726-9432 

713 Shepard Street, Morehead, NC 28557 
PADI, NAUI Pro Fac, wreck diving, spear fishing 


PARADISE ISLAND DIVERS 

(704) 525-9234 FAX (704) 525-9566 

2317 South Boulevard, Charlotte, NC 28203 
Open 7 days wk, nitrox, all major brands/certifications 


SCUBA SOUTH DIVING COMPANY 
(910) 457-5201 

222 South River Dr, Southport, NC 28461 
Full service NAUI wreck diving specialists 


THE DIVE SHOP 

(704) 459-7440 / (800) 848-3467 

PO Box 877, Claremont, NC 28610 
Instructions, sales, service, trips, PADI 


WRECKREATIONAL DIVERS 

(919) 240-2244 

P.O. Box 340, Atlantic Beach, NC 28512 
Full service PADI dive facility 








OHIO 


ADVENTURES IN DIVING 

(216) 572-2005 

14397 Pearl Road, Strongsville, OH 44136 
Full service dive center-’Dive by & see us!” 


JUST ADD WATER 

(216) 942-7575 

36200 Euclid Avenue, Willoughby, OH 44094 
Sales, service, travel, PADI 5* IDC 


AQUA HUT 

(419) 476-3100 

5030 Bennett, Toledo, OH 43612 

Sales, trips, rntls, instr, SSI, NAUI, PADI 


AQUA SPECIALISTS, INC. 

(216) 521-4855 / (216) 521-4858 fax 

14813 Madison Ave, Lakewood, OH 44107-4009 
Lake Erie wreck dives, full service fac, travel 
PADI, NAUI Pro Facility 


BUCKEYE DIVING SCHOOL 

(216) 439-3677 

46 Warrensville Cntr Rd., Bedford, OH 44146 
SSI instr, trng fac, PADI, full svc, travel, sales 


CINCINNATI DIVING CENTER 

(513) 521-3483 

8412 Winton Road, Cincinnati, OH 45231 
Sales, svc, rental, travel, instr, PADI, NASDS 


D & M SPORT DIVING 

(216) 784-1414 

1473 Canton Road, Akron, OH 44312 

YOUR FULL SERVICE PADI DIVE CENTER 


DALE’S DIVING SHOP, INC 

(419) 625-4134 

302 Meigs Street, Sandusky, OH 44870 
Full service shop, YMCA instruction 


J.R.S. SCHOOL OF SCUBA 

(330) 325-2233 

3934 Sanford Road, Rootstown, OH 44272 
Sales, service, rntls, air, trips, YMCA, PADI 


LONG LAKE SCUBA, INC. 

(800) 289-3040 

14245 Kolter Road, Spencerville, OH 45887 
Lessons, sales, rntls, svc, PADI, SSI, HSA 


MIAMI VALLEY SCHOOL OF DIVING 
(513) 434-DIVE / (800) 434-3483 

871 East Franklin, Centerville, OH 45459 
US Divers, Dacor, Tabata authorized dealer 


PORTAGE QUARRY DIVE SHOP 

(419) 352-9203 / (419) 352-8488 

12701 S. Dixie Hwy, Bowling Green, OH 43402 
PADI, PDIC, CMAS, Instr. check-outs, full svc 


SCUBA WEST INC. 

(216) 476-3483 

17025 Lorain Ave., Cleveland, OH 44111 
NASDS Inst trng fac/Lake Erie, wrecks, full svc 


THE UNDERWATER CONNECTION 
(614) 487-9777 

1607 West Sth Avenue, Columbus, OH 43212 
Yr round instr, trips, Beuchat dealer, PADI 5* 


UNDERWATER DIVE CENTER 

(216) 324-3434 

42551 Northridge Road, Elyria, OH 44035 
PADI 5% wreck charters 


OKLAHOMA 


CHALET SPORTS 

(405) 840-1616 

7421 North May, Oklahoma City, OK 73116 
Exclusive ScubaPro store, equip, PADI instruction 


HI-PERFORMANCE SCUBA 

(405) 755-2353 

10461 N. May Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73120 
PADI 5 dive center, sales & instruction 


ISLAND QUEST DIVE CENTER 
(918) 481-6545 

8988 South Sheridan, Tulsa, OK 74133 
PADI / ANDI - nitrox instruction 


OKLAHOMA SCUBA 

(405) 366-8111 

1000 E Alameda Ste 102-C, Norman, OK 73071 
NAUI Pro Fac, YMCA program / Tusa 


OREGON 


AQUATIC SPORTS 

(503) 245-4991 

10803 SW Barbur Blvd, Portland, OR 97219 
NASDS instr, indoor htd pool, dive tours, equip 
system specialists 


BUENA VISTA - BEACHFRONT 

BED & BREAKFAST 

US 800-533-8452/Mexico 011-52-114-10163 
Dive packages & equipment rentals, hobiecats, 
mountain bikes, ocean kayaks, windsurfers 


EUGENE SKIN DIVERS SUPPLY 
(503) 342-2351 

1090 West 6th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402 
Full service facility, PADI 


SALEM SCUBA & TRAVEL INC. 

(503) 588-DIVE 

1170 Vista SE, Salem, OR 97302 

PADI 5 Xtrng fac, all spec, Blake A. Fry-Pres. 


SCUBA UNLIMITED 

(503) 777-3347 

8450 S.E. 82nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97266 
PADI 5* training facility 


UNDER WATER WORKS, INC. 
(503) 620-6993 

12170 SW Main, Tigard, OR 97223 
PADI 5* training facility 


PENNSYLVANIA 


ANCHOR LINE DIVE CENTER 

(610) 566-2330 

1032 N. Providence Road, Media, PA 19063 
Sales, service, trips, NAUI, PADI, YMCA 


BLUE HORIZON DIVE CENTER 

(215) 462-7587 

1100 S. Delaware Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19147 
PADI 5* IDC facility 

We make diving safe and fun! 


DIVER SERVICES INC. 

(610) 828-4236 IN PA (800) 391-DIVE 
PDIC, NAUI, ANDI, Sales, Svc, Nitrox, 
Tech. Diving 


DOC’S DIVERS, LTD. 

(215) 364-0408 PADI 5* 

275 Second St. Pike, Southampton, PA 18966 
Indr heated pool, instr, rental, repairs, travel 


DUDAS’ DIVING DUDS 

(215) 436-0176 

101 Bartram Lane, West Chester, PA 19382 
Full line NAUI fac, Scubapro franchise dealer, 
over 100 manufacturers represented, NAUI 


FANTASEAS WATER GEAR 

(814) 835-DIVE 

44 Peninsula Drive, Erie, PA 16505 

Instr, rental, equip sales, travel/tours, beachwear 


MID ATLANTIC SCUBA CENTER 
(215) 245-0141 3600 Old Street Road 
Bensalem, PA 19020 /We practice 

“safe selling” with MASC double guarantee. 


REGEC’S DIVING UNLIMITED 
(814) 375-1069 

490 Treasure Lake, DuBois, PA 15801 
Full PADI certification courses 


SCUBA ESCAPES DIVE CENTER 

(814) 692-8687 

111 North High Street, Port Matilda, PA 16870 
Full service PADI training facility, in-ground pool 


SCUBA TANK 

(215) 868-7373 

4102 Bath Pike, Bethlehem, PA 18017 
PADI, Dutch Springs 


SCUBA VENTURE, INC. 

(610) 678-2688 

Route 422 West, Sinking Spring Plaza 

Sinking Spring, PA 19608 

PADI 5*IDC/US Divers, Dacor, Henderson, DUI 


SMILEY’S SCUBA SHOP 

(412) 935-6667 

12985 Perry Hwy (Rt. 19), Wexford, PA 15090 
Full service NAUI scuba center 


SMOKEY’S DIVERS DEN 

(717) 393-5333 

412 North Duke Street, Lancaster, PA 17602 
PADI 5. Sales, service, rental, instr & travel 


SUNKEN TREASURE DIVE SHOP 
(717) 398-1458 

RR4 Box 389-14, Jersey Shore, PA 17740 
PADI 5 fac, sales, svc, retail, dive travel 


THE DIVING BELL, INC 

(215) 763-6868 

681 North Broad St, Philadelphia, PA 19123 
Dacor/DiveRite/Henderson/OceanEdge/Parkway 


UNDERWATER WORLD, INC. 

(215) 672-4180 

495 Easton Rd., Horsham, PA 19044 
Instruction, travel, repairs, NAUI, YMCA 


WRECKS & REEFS DIVE CENTER 
(610) 437-9994 

1015 Union Blvd, Allentown,PA 18103 
PADI facility, full Master Instructor staff 


RHODE ISLAND 


AAA SCUBA 

(401) 454-7632 

202 Camden Ave., Providence, RI 02908 
Weekly charters, video rentals, NAUI instruction 


OCEAN STATE SCUBA 

(401) 423-1662/(800) 933-DIVE 

23A Narragansett Ave, Jamestown, RI 02835 
PADI wkend adv. classes, dive chrtrs, specialties 


UNITED DIVERS 

(401) 274-4482 

209 Elmwood Ave., Providence, RI 02907 
Instruction, sales, rental, indoor heated pool 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


AQUA VENTURES 

(803) 884-1500 / PADI 

426 Coleman Blvd., Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 
River/offshore charters, full line Dacor dealer 


COASTAL WATEREE DIVE CENTER 
(803) 249-WETT / 9388 

Veeren’s Marina, Hwy 17 & 11th Avenue North 
North Myrtle Beach, SC 29597 

Full service charters & rentals 


CHARLESTON SCUBA 

(803) 763-3483 Eco-tours, PADI 5* 

335 Savannah Hwy., Charleston, SC 29407 
28’ Delta, offshore and river fossil dives. 


DIVERS WORLD 

(803) 277-8659 

3225 Augusta Road, Greenville, SC 29605 
Upstate’s oldest dive center, PADI certification 


ISLAND SCUBA INC. 

(800) 237-1317/(803) 237-1317 

Pawleys Station, Pawleys Island, SC 29585 
Full service PADI dive center,dive trips avail. 


DIVE STORE DIRECTORY 


NEPTUNE DIVE & SKI, INC. 

(803) 279-2797 / (803) 442-7600 fax 

133 Georgia Ave., North Augusta, SC 29841 
Full service, NASDS, 30+ years! 


SCUBA VENTURES, INC. 

(808) 328-0000 

715 Saluda Street, Rock Hill, SC 29730 

PADI 5* training fac/ Oceanic, Tabata,SeaQuest 


TENNESSEE 


ADVENTURE SWIM, SCUBA & TRAVEL 
(615) 690-DIVE/3483 

7664 Northshore Drive, Knoxville, TN 37919 
PADI 5* Instructor Development Center 


AMERICAN SCUBA CENTER 

(615) 371-0000 

142 Pewitt Drive, Brentwood, TN 37027 
Instruction, commercial equipment sales, SSI 


DIVE SHOP 

(901) 763-3483 

999 South Yates, Memphis, TN 38119 
NASDS Instructor Training Facility, full svc 


LEISURE TIME DIVE & SKI CENTER 
(615) 622-1335 

3520 Brainerd Road, Chattanooga, TN 37411 
PADI 5*, travel network 


MU’S SCUBA CENTER 

(615) 883-0002 PADI full service center 
2276 Lebanon Road, Nashville, TN 37214 
Training, sales, travel, rental & repair 


RHEA’S DIVING SERVICES, INC. 

(615) 977-0360 

313 Whitecrest Drive, Maryville, TN 37801 
NAUI ProFac, indoor heated pool, NACD 
Specializing in cavern & cave training 


RIDGE SCUBA CENTER 

(615) 483-DIVE 

161 Robertsville Road, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
PADI full service facility 


THE S.E.A SHACK (615) 868-0640 

617 E. Old Hickory Blvd, Madison, TN 37115 
Full service PADI-HSA training facility 

Open water - Assistant Instructor, specialties 
Full service travel agency 


TEXAS 


ADVENTURES IN SCUBA, INC. 

(214) 594-7234 

3225 W Airport Frwy, Ste 228, Irving, TX 75062 
PADI 5* IDC, sales, service & vacations 


AMERICAN DIVING 

(800) 761-2030 

1807 Padre Blvd, South Padre Island, TX 78597 
Deep Air and Nitrox certs,daily dive charters 


DESERT SCUBA 

(915) 593-3483 

9509 Viscount Blvd., El Paso, TX 79925 
NAUI, SSI, YMCA, CMAS 


DISCOVER SCUBA 

(713) 480-8530 / Webster, TX 

PADI 5* training facility / Sherwood, Cressi, 
Ocean Edge, Body Glove, Wenoka 


DIVE PRO 

(713) 364-1300 

25530 IH-45, Spring, TX 77386 

PADI fac, sales, service, rentals & instruction. 


DIVER’S DEPOT 

(800) 275-3535 / (409) 564-3483 

720 South Street, Nacogdoches, TX 75961 
PADI 5* IDC, over 30 IDC’s each year 


DIVERS CHOICE/Worldwide diving network 
(800) 256-6153 / (713) 621-4362 PADI 5*% 
4016 Richmond, Houston, TX 77027 

Gulf/oil rigs, Flower Garden Bank trips, 

u/w photo & video 
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DUGGAN DIVING ENT. 

(210) 658-7495 

928 Coronado Blvd., Universal City, TX 78148 
PADI 5* full service shop 


GRAPEVINE SCUBA 

(817) 488-4999 

1635 W. Northwest Hwy, Grapevine, TX 76051 
PADI 5* Dive Center 


ISLAND SEA SPORTS 

(512) 749-4167 / (800) GO 2-DIVE 

736 Tarpon Street, Port Aransas, TX 78373 
Full sve fac, US Diver, Dacor, charters, PADI 


POSEIDON DIVERS 

(512) 994-8599/(512) 857-2640 fax 

4212 Avalon Street, Corpus Christi, TX 78412 
PADI, TDI, Nitrox/sport, tech. & commerical dvg. 


SCUBA CENTER AQUATICS 

(713) 896-9955 FAX (713) 896-0842 

13150 FM 529, Suite 103, Houston, TX 77041 
PADI DIVE CENTER 26 Course, U/W photog- 
rapher, Belize, GULF 


SCUBA SCHOOLS OF FORT WORTH 
(817) 732-5761 
3807 Southwest Blvd., Ft. Worth, TX 76116 


SCUBALAND ADVENTURES 

(512) 339-0733 

9515 North Lamar Blvd, Austin, TX 78753 
PADI 5* IDC, full service facility 


SOUTHERN SCUBA 

(817) 568-1055 

135 Sheffield Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76134 
“Excellence in Diver Education” from rec to tek 


STOVALL’S DIVE SHOP 

(915) 699-5959 

3303 N Midkiff Rd,Ste 115, Midland TX 79705 
Safe diving since 1954, PADI 5* training fac 


TRIDENT DIVING 
(210) 734-7442 
2110 West Ave, San Antonio, TX 78201 


TROPICAL DIVERS (210) 490-DIVE 

12241 San Pedro Ave. San Antonio, TX 78216 
PADI 5, training, travel, retail, huge indoor pool 
San Antonio’s largest fac and largest inventory 


W.W. DIVING CO. 

(713) 540-1616 / (713) 446-8861 information 
1307 Ist Street East, Humble, TX 77338 
SSI, all levels, full service store 


UTAH 


DIVE UTAH 

(801) 277-3483 

4679 S. 2225 East., Holladay, UT 84117 
PADI, full service, monthly travel 


NEPTUNE DIVERS 

(801) 466-9630 

2445 S. 900 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84106 
Sales, rentals, trips, indoor pool, instr, cert 


VIRGINIA 


AMERICAN WATER SPORTS OF VA. 
(703) 534-3636 

6182 Arlington Blvd., Falls Church, VA 22044 
PADI, NAUI, SSI, all mjr brands, trips, rental 


DIVERS CORNER 

(703) 639-6478 

1530 Ist Street, Radford, VA 24141 
PADI 


DIVING ENTERPRISES, LTD 

(703) 989-1555 

3475 Brandon Ave SW, Ste 1,Roanoke VA 24018 
PADI 5*% IDC 
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SPLASH DIVE CENTER 

(703) 823-7680/(703) 823-4812 fax 

3260 Duke St., Suite 200, Alexandria, VA 22314 
PADI 5* instructor development center 


“THE” DIVE SHOP 

(703) 698-7220 / (703) 641-9345 fax 

3013 Nutley Street, Fairfax, VA 22031 

Serving metro DC area/travel, trng, sales, repair 


WRECK-TEK 

(804) 552-1656 P.O. Box 4389, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23454 IANTD, NAUI ,Charter boat, open 
water adv, nitrox, trimix, rebreathers, blender 
and instruction levels 


WASHINGTON 


ADVENTURES DOWN UNDER 

(360) 676-4177 

701 East Holly Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 
Full service PADI dive ctr, u/w photo specialists 


DEEP END II SCUBA & TRAVEL 

(509) 966-1570 

5808A Summitview Ave, Yakima, WA 98908 
PADI facility, sales, service, rental & travel 


DOLPHIN TOO 

(206) 892-1633 

3021 NE 72nd Ave,#47, Vancouver, WA 98661 
Full service dive shop, NAUI Pro Facility 


EMERALD SEAS AQUATIC CENTER 
(206) 378-2772 / (206) 378-5549 fax 

PO Box 476, 2A Spring St., Friday Harbor, WA 
98250/ Year round dive charters, full service ctr 


EXOTIC AQUATICS SCUBA 

AND WATERSPORTS 

(206) 842-1980 

154 Winslow Way E, Bainbridge Is, WA 98110 
PADI, dive guide service, boat charters 


SOUND DIVE CENTER, INC. 

(206) 373-6141 

990 Sylvan Way, Bremerton, WA 98310 
NAUI and PADI certifications 


WASHINGTON DC 


NATIONAL DIVING CENTER 

(202) 363-6123 

4932 Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington, DC 
20016 Charters (MD & VA), equip, sls, svc, 
training for NAUI & PADI certification 


WEST VIRGINIA 


DIVEALOT SCUBA CENTER 

(304) 255-2664 

407 Beckley Crossing, Beckley WV 25801 
PADI Dive Center/Serving Beckley over 14 yrs! 


HUNTINGTON SPORT AND 
COMMERCIAL DIVE CENTER 

(304) 529-6622 

3234 Woodland Drive, Huntington, WV 25705 
Ask for Charlie! PADI, YMCA, MDEA 


WISCONSIN 


DIVEPOINT SCUBA CENTER 

(715) 344-3483 

632 Isadore Street, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
PADI training facility, charters, full service 


DIVE USA 

(414) 242-DIVE 

134 North Main St., Thiensville, WI 53092 
PADI full service facility, charters, Int’] travel 


DIVERS’ DELIGHT 

(414) 334-6057 PADI 

1322 Main Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

Lake MI & Supperior wreck dives, full service 


ERVINS SCUBA CENTER 

(414) 425-6924 

5730 South 108th St, Hales Corner, WI 53130 
PADI & NAUI, 33rd year in business 


FONTANA OUTDOOR SPORTS 

(414) 275-2220 

Hwy 67, Box 350, Fontana, WI 53125 
PADI trng fac, US Diver, Dacor & Scubapro 


KLEIN SCUBA 

(715) 675-6722 

2210 North 14th, Wausau, WI 54401 
PADI Dive Center 


REEFPOINT DIVING CENTER 

(414) 886-8501 

5600 Spring Street, Racine, WI 53406 

PADI full service dive center, charters & travel 


THE UNDERWATER CONNECTION 

(414) 251-8283 

N87 W16459 Appleton Avenue 

Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 

Call for vacation rntl-condiminiums in Bahamas 


WATER WORLD 

(414) 654-4434 

5811 6th Avenue, Kenosha, WI 53140 

PADI full sve dive center, trips, comm. diving 


INTERNATIONAL 
DIVE STORES 


ARUBA 


ARUBA SCUBA CENTER 

(011) 2978-21596 

A De Musset Str., #1, Oranjestad, Aruba 

We specialize in small, private parties, NAUI 


UNIQUE SPORTS OF ARUBA 
(800)345-2782 / (011)2978 60096 
Aruba Palm Beach Resort & Casino 
Reef, wreck & nt dives, 40’ boat, combo 
dive/hotel packages 


AUSTRALIA 


REEF PROMOTIONS, THE ADVENTURE CO. 
Specialist Liveaboard Operator, 7 Days US 
$1090 2 Boats for Group Charters & Research 
Trips, Multi-Activity Land Packages 

PH 800-388-7333 


BAHAMAS 


BAHAMA DIVERS (809) 393-5644 

PO Box 5004 Nassau, Bahamas. Packages 
available (800) 398-DIVE PADI 5 ®FACILITY 
Dives: Deep Wrecks, Blue Holes & Walls 


BIMINI _ 

BAHAMA ISLAND ADVENTURES 

(800) 329-1337 

Great Diving, Great Island, Great People! 
Beautiful diving in clear, warm waters. 3 days 
and 2 nights = $349. INCLUDES: Roundtrip 
airfare, hotel, 6 dives, FREE Breakfast & Lunch. 
Special rates for Dive Shops, Instructors, Clubs 
and Groups; Longer stays available. 


DIVE DIVE DIVE LTD. 

(800) 368-3483 / (809) 362-1143 

P.O. Box N-8050, Nassau, Bahamas 

Tongue of Ocean Walls,wrks, reefs & shark dvs, 
ANDI&PADI fac, nitrox/tri-mix, complete pkgs 


DIVE STORE DIRECTORY 


STUART COVE’S-DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
(800) 879-9832 (in Nassau)/(809) 362-4171 
Gateway to the exciting James Bond movie sites 
& drop off to the tongue of the ocean. Home of 
the Shark Adventure. Nassau’s only complete 
dive resort. 


SUNSKIFF DIVERS 
(809) 362-1979/(800) 331-5884 
P.O. Box N142, NASSAU, BAHAMAS 


VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER 

(800) 383-6480/(809) 333-2309 SSI & PADI 
PO Box 1, Harbour Island, Bahamas 
Resorts-instructor/ cave, cavern, wreck, reef 


BAJA 


BUENA VISTA - BEACHFRONT BED & 
BREAKFAST 

US 800-533-8452/Mexico 011-52-114-10163 
Dive packages & equipment rentals, hobiecats, 
mountain bikes, ocean kayaks, windsurfers. 


TIO WATERSPORT MELIA CABO REAL 
US Reservation, call Cross Adventure (800)246-6226 
PO Box 37, Cabo San Lucas, Baja California 
Sur 23400 Mexico / All watersports, snorkeling, 
kayaks, wave runners, sail, dive trips & instr. 


BARBADOS 


THE DIVE SHOP LIMITED 

(809) 426-9947 /(809) 426-2031 fax 

P.O. Box 44-B, St. Michael, Barbados, W.I. 
Dailytrips,reefs,wrecks,PADI,NAUL, referrals 


BELIZE 


GAZ’S BELIZE DIVE CENTER 

Blue Hole trips, local Barrier Reef diving, full 
service dive center, dive/hotel packages starting 
as low as $199. Call (800) 938-0860 


M.V. HOT DIVE 

(800) HOT-DIVE / (407) 774-9000 
P.O. Box 3299, Longwood, FL 32779 
Elegant liveaboard accomodations 


ST. GEORGE’S LODGE 

(800) 678-6871 U.S./011 (501) 24-4190 Belize 
“Excellent food & accommodations,” 
Undercurrent ‘89, certifications, prof. guided diving 


BONAIRE 


BRUCE BOWKER’S CARIB INN 

Tel 011-599-7-8819 (8am to 5pm) 

Fax 011-599-7-5295 

P.O. Box 68, Bonaire, NA EMail 75317,667 
compuserve.com. air, trips, sales, rntl full inst, 
pool, rooms w/airco, PADI 5* best rates. 


TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR 
011-599-7-8529 c/o Tourch the Sea, P.O. Box 369, 
Bonaire, N.A. Unique diving experiences: marine 
creatures, photos, much more. Reservations recom- 
mended. (Closed July thru October). 


BORNEO 


PULAU SIPADAN RESORT/ Sipadan Island 
Tel 6089-765200 (6089-763575/763563 fax) 
PO Box 290, 91007, Tawau, Sabah, Malaysia 

3 daily boat dives / unlimited wall dives, sun- 
deck overlooking sunset, open 365 days, sp. for 
groups. Dive Sipadan! 








BRAZIL 


SQUALO DIVE & ADVENTURE 
021-4933022 phone-fax / 021-4936251 
CMAS/PDIC Rio De Janeiro Facility 
Sales, rentals, travel & more 


MANTA SUB DIVE CENTER 
55-21-245-1731 

Rua De Catet 228 Loja 317, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
PADI Courses, rentals, trips, sales 


B.V. I. 


BASKIN IN THE SUN 

(800) 233-7938/(809) 494-7938 
P.O. Box 108, Tortola, BVI 
PADI 5xdive center & IDC 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 

(809) 494-2847 

P.O. Box 846, Road Town, Tortola, BVI 
PADI, Open Water Referral, SSI Referral 


DIVE BVI LTD. 

(800) 848-7078 PADI 5«& NAUI dream resort 
Box 8309 Cruz Bay, St. John, USVI 00831 
Small groups our specialty, PADI/NAUI certs. 


KILBRIDES UNDERWATER TOURS 
(809) 495-9638/(800) 932-4286 

P.O. Box 46, Virgin Gorda, BVI 

NAUI, PADI 


RAINBOW VISIONS PHOTOGRAPHY 
(809) 494-2749 

P.O. Box 680, Roadtown, Tortola, BVI 
Photo/Video - rntls, sales, instr, processing 
PADI photo courses 


CANADA 


CLAVELLA ADVENTURES 
LIVE-ABOARD 

(604) 753-3751 / (604) 755-4014 fax 

Box 866-S, Nanaimo, B.C., Canada VOR 5N2 
BC’s live-aboard. “The best diving in the 
KNOWN UNIVERSE” 


DIVER DOWN 

(416) 787-0264 

1182 Eglinton Avenue West Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada M6C 2E3 / A full service dive shop spe- 
cializing in instruction 


DIVERSWORLD 

(604) 732-1344 

1817 West 4th Ave, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1M4 
Vancouver’s stylin’ dive center, PADI 


OCEAN PRO DIVERS 

(604) 538-5608 PADI 5% IDC Facility 
#2-3189 King George Hwy, Surrey B.C. V4P 1B8 
Full service, dive boat, liveaboard 3-7 day 
charters in BC waters - 800-811-7797 


WATERLINE SPORTS INC. 
(416) 488-6000 

1953 Avenue Rd, Toronto Ontario, 
Canada M5M 4A3 

Service is our specialty! 


COSTA RICA 


AGUILA DE OSA INN 
011-506-32-7722 

Hotel is in Drake Bay OSA Penninsula 
Dive Isla del Cano, The Marine Adventure 


ECOTREKS SCUBA 

(506) 289-8191 phone-fax / (800)328-2288 
Dept 262, P.O. Box 025216, Miami, FL 33102 
PADI, PDIC, trips, rntl, eco-tours, cert, eq. sls 


EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS 

(800) 247-3483/ 011+506 670 03 21 

fax 506 670 0083 

SJO 2820, P.O. Box 025216, Miami, FL 33102 
Daily dive trips, refs, all inclusv pkgs, PADI instr. 


BILL BEARD’S DIVING SAFARIS DE 
COSTA RICA (800) 328-5285 FAX (612) 931- 
0209 Dive with big animals and bigger price 
savings with Diving Safaris at 4 beautiful beach 
front resorts. Where friendly people and great 
diving makes the difference. 


RICH COAST DIVING CO. - 800-4-DIVING 
011-506-670-0176 ph/fax Playas Del Coco 
#2042 P.O. Box 02-5635, Miami, FL 33102 
Over nt bats, fastest boats, scubapro eq, 7nt pkg $425 


TROPIC WORLD DIVING STATION 

(506) 661-2039 FAX (506) 661-2069 

P.O. Box 1504-4050 Alajuela, Costa Rica 
PADI courses, 1&2 tank daily/night dives. Tambor 
Beach Resort 5* all inclusive pkgs. avail. 


COZUMEL 


STUDIO BLUE COZUMEL 

(987) 24414 FAX (987) 24430 

Ave. Rosado Salas #121, 

Cozumel, Q.Roo Mexico 77600 

Good company, excellent crew, fantastic diving 


CUBA 


CUBA TOURS AND TRAVEL 

8610 Seawall Blvd. Suite 230 

Galveston, Texas 77551 Informational items 
available. 0-700-CUBA FUN 


EGYPT 


DIVERS’S LODGE 

(202) 3463552 / (202) 3027383 fax / PADI, ANDI 
Kahramana Hotel, Sharm El Sheikh & Inter-con- 
tinental Hotel, Hurghada. Courses all levels, div- 
ing trips, daily & liveaboard, technical diving 


FIJI 


MATAGI ISLAND RESORT /MATAGI 
PRINCESS IT (800) 3-MATAGI 

(800) DIVE-MATAGI (Canada) 

Small, intimate, privately-owned Island, also 
offering luxury 85’ live-aboard dive boat. 


GRAND CAYMAN 


BOB SOTO’S DIVING, LTD. 

(800) 262-7686 / (809) 949-8731 fax 
Established 1957.Grand Cayman’s only PADI 5* 
fac,Air, land, & dive pkgs via Cayman Airways. 
Computers welcome. One call does it all! 


DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
(800) 83-DIVER /214-722-6511 fax 
Radisson Hotel + other 7 Mile Beach packages 
Photo center, full instruction facility 


STINGRAY CITY TRAVEL & TOURS 
0-700-STINGRAY 

U.S. Office: 8610 Seawall Boulevard #230 
Galveston, TX 77554 


GUAM 


MICRONESIAN DIVERS ASSN, INC (MDA) 
(671) 472-6321/22 FAX (671) 477-6329 

856 North Marine Drive, Piti, Guam 96925 
PADI full service IDC facility for Micronesia 


GUAM TROPICAL DIVE STATION 
(671) 477-2774 / (671) 477-2775 fax 
Marin Drive, Anigua, Guam 96910 
PADI 5% IDC facility 


INDONESIA 


BALI MARINE SPORTS 

062-361-287872 fax 

Jalan By Pass Ngurah Rai, Blanjong, Sanur, 
Kauh, Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia 

PADI Instr., daily trips, equip. sales, land tours 


ISRAEL 


LEONARDO DIVE CENTER LTD 

972-3-5 10587 1/972-3-5 108439 fax 
Dolphinarium (POB 50410) Tel-Aviv Israel 61500 
PADI - NAUI - CMAS 


JAMAICA 


NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE 

(809) 957-4425 

PO Box 49, Negril, maica 

Resort courses,dive/hotel pkgs, u/w camera 
rental, night dives, PADI, NAUI, YMCA 


MONTSERRAT 


AQUATIC DISCOVERIES 

(809) 491-FISH 

c/o Vue Pointe Hotel, Box 65, Montserrat, W.I. 
Full service dive center, PADI certification, 
complete packages available 


PANAMA 


SCUBAPANAMA 

(507) 61-3841 Full service dive center 
Box 666, Balboa, Republic of Panama, C.A. 
YMCA, NAUI, PADI, SSI, CMAS, IDEA 


PUERTO RICO 


MARINE SPORTS & DIVE SHOP 

(809) 844-6175 

PO Box 7711 Reparto Universitario #23, Ponce 
P.R. 00732 IDEA-PADI full service, boat dives 


MUNDO SUBMARINO, INC. 

(809) 791-5764 phone & fax / Laguna Gardens 
Shopping Center, Isla Verde, Carolina, P.R. 
00979 PADI 5* full service facility 


OCEAN SPORTS 

(809) 268-2329 

77 Isla Verde Ave., Isla Verde, P.R. 00913 
Full svc, store, dive & snorkel trips every day, 
PDIC, NAUI, YMCA, CMAS 


SCUBA WORLD 

(809) 753-3897 

El Senorial Mail Station, Suite 864 San Juan, 
PR. 00926 / PADI, full service facility 


RUSSIA 


MARINE TECHNOLOGIES 

(4232) 254977 

4 Batareinaya Str. Vladivostok 690000 Russia 
Sales, trips, lessons, rental, repairs, PADI 


SABA 


CAPTAIN’S QUARTERS HOTEL 

Victorian charm-sweeping ocean/mtn views 
Package rates w/ Saba Deep, Sea Saba, 
Wilson’s Fully commissionable to dive 
shops/travel agent. Caradonna Tours (800) 883- 
2288 or Dive Saba Travel (800) 883-SABA 





DIVE STORE DIRECTORY 


SABA DEEP DIVE CENTER 
011-599-463347 / 011-599-463397 fax 

PO Box 22, Fort Bay, Saba, Neth.Ant.,DWI 
Full service dive center, restaurant, boutique 
NAUI, PADI, ACUC, complete pkgs available 


SEA SABA DIVE CENTER 
011-599-46-2246 / 011-599-46-2362 fax 

P.O. Box 530 Windwardside, Saba, NA 

Lg, comfortable, dive boats, lush tropical island 


ST. KITTS 
NEVIS 


ST. KITTS SCUBA LTD. 

Res (800)621-1270/(708)699-7570/(905)831-3249 
PADI/NAUL Yr-round dive charters, sales, svc, mtls 
on-site hotel, watersports, specialty dives avail. 


ST. MAARTEN 


LEEWARD ISLAND DIVERS 
011-599-5-42262 / 42866 & 42262 for fax 
Simpson Bay Yacht Club, Sint Maarten, NA 
PADI,SSI,NAUI, Dive St. Maarten,Anguilla, 
St. Bart, Saba. We are dedicated diving! 


LEROY FRENCH’S OCEAN EXPLORERS 
001-599-545262 PADI, CMAS certifications 
Simpson Bay Beach, St. Maarten, Dutch West 
Indies. NAUI Dream Resort, 30 yrs exper. Daily 
trips, instr, sales, rntls, air. VISA/MC/AMEX 


ST. VINCENT & THE 
GRENADINES 


TOBAGO DIVE EXPERIENCE/ 
GRAFTON BEACH RESORT 

(800) 544-763 1/(809) 639-0191 

(809) 639-0030 fax 

Black Rock Tobago, West Indies 

NAUI, PADI, full dive charters, sales & rentals 


TURKS & CAICOS 
ISLANDS 


TURTLE INN DIVERS 

(800) 541-1062 / (815) 633-3993 fax 

Enjoy the beautiful waters of Providenciales. 
Come dive or snorkel on our 45’ custom built 
catamaran equiped w/4 fresh water showers & 
marine head on board 


US.V.I. 


PELICAN’S PERCH 

(303) 933-7919 Rent a St. Thomas condo! 
Lots of room for dive gear / 3br,3ba, quiet, 
secure. With or without 5*PADI dive package. 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS 

(809) 693-8999 / (800) 835-7718 

P.O. Box 716, St. John, U.S.V.I. 00831 

PADI 5*IDC trng fac, beginner-expert diving 


SEA HORSE DIVE SHOP 

(809) 774-2001 

#505 Crown Bay Marina, Sub Base, St. 
Thomas V.I. 00802 / PADI full service, 
beginner to advanced, boat dives available 
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SPRING HAS SPRUNG... 





AND So’s My WETSUIT 


=) aseball great Ted Williams has 
“= always insisted that the most diffi- 
cult feat in all of sports is hitting a 
pitched baseball. He is wrong. Obviously 
he’s never put on a cold, damp wetsuit. 
No matter how diligent your instructor, 
how thorough your pool work, did any- 
thing really prepare you for the first time 
you rubber-wrestled your way into this 
medieval instrument of torture? 

Our pal Norman is one of the better 
underwater photographers working in 
cold water (his warm water work is 
sometimes blurred, probably because he’s 
so used to shivering while shooting). One 
chilly November Sunday he was invited 
to dive off Jack's Boat (it belongs to Jack, 
who can name it anything he wants). 
Norm had done a couple of dives the day 
before and had left his wetsuit on the 
back porch; it was frozen stiff. 

A young diver who had 
recently moved to New 
England was on the boat 
when Norm got there and 
watched him carry on the 
wet suit under his arm like a 
deformed surf board. A little 
apprehensive about cold 
water to begin with, the 
young man watched ner- 
vously as Norman softened 
the wetsuit in the boat’s 50 
degree wake. The young man has not 
been seen since. 

Cold is not the only problem. On a hot 
July day several years ago, we took our 
friend Janet out on the boat while we 
were diving the Rockport breakwater. 
She thought she’d try snorkeling, so we 
brought along Sue’s old wetsuit. The suit 
didn’t quite fit. Janet struggled to get into 
it while we geared up and did a dive. An 
hour or so later, we surfaced to find she’d 
almost gotten the bottom on and was 
sweating like a sumo wrestler in a sauna. 

We tossed her over the side briefly to 
cool her off and upped anchor and head- 
ed for a second dive site. By the time 
we'd geared up, she had the bottom on, 
and by the time we surfaced from the 
second dive, she was finally in the whole 
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Some of these 
guys still seem 
to be suffering 
from the effects 
of sniffing all 
that glue. 


suit. Her face was boiled-lobster red, and 
her fingers were bloody from pulling 
rubber. The suit was so tight we were 
afraid she’d burst it like a sausage on a 
griddle. 

The only thing keeping her 
from having a good time was 
that. . . now she had to. . . you 
guessed it. She flopped into the 
water, paddled around awhile 
(with a silly grin that said she didn’t 
have to, you know, anymore). To this day, 
you can see on Janet’s arms and legs 
where the wetsuit seams were. 

Clearly the majority of wetsuit 
designers are male and probably perverts 
of some sort. Few of the new high-tech, 
semi drysuits are made in woman’s mod- 
els. The only women who are comfort- 
able in them have a single large breast in 
the center of their chests, rather than the 
more traditional arrangement. 
Within this context, the trend 
towards brightly colored, styl- 
ish wetsuits seems roughly 
akin to tying a pretty pink rib- 
bon on the dentist’s drill. 

Many locals take great 
pride in the bedraggled con- 
dition of their suits, each tear 
and hole a badge of honor 
won in single combat with 
urchins and barnacles. Some 
are so shamed with a new wetsuit, that 
the first time they don it, they roll 
around in the rocks to give it that patina 
of experience. 

Cold-water divers often debate the eti- 
quette and relative merits of relieving 
themselves in their wetsuits. This is a 
serious topic with substantial bodies of 
evidence supporting both positions. 
Drysuit divers generally do not partici- 
pate in the discussion (or try not to). The 
local dive shop demands a signed pledge 
from all renters that they will not befoul 
the suit. Customers caught breaking the 
pledge are subject to an unmentionable 
fate two clicks worse than death. 

For many of us, the most challenging 
part of learning to dive was putting on 
the wetsuit for the first time. Susan (of 







Dave and Sue) thought she could miti- 
gate the potential hassle by practicing the 
afternoon before her first open-water dive. 

About the time she wriggled into the 
entire Farmer John with hood, mitts and 
booties, the UPS man arrived at her door 
with a package. He managed to deliver 
the parcel and collect her signature with- 
out too strong a visible reaction to the 
neoprene nymphet. Her mom didn’t fare 
quite so well. When Mom saw the getup, 
she began mumbling to herself; 
something to the effect of “Where did 
we go wrong?” and “Why does she spend 
all her money on strange rubber things?” 

Certainly there have been substantial 
improvements over the years. Many of 
our friends manufactured their own suits 
during the early years of sport diving. 
They’d lie down on sheets of neoprene 
and sort of trace their bodies. After cutting 
out the parts, they’d glue them together 
into some semblance of a wetsuit. Some of 
these guys still seem to be suffering from 
the effects of sniffing all that glue. 

Dive equipment has improved so dra- 
matically over the years that it’s not 
unreasonable to expect great strides in 
wetsuit design. The time will come when 
they are a zillionth of an inch thick, 
warm as a wood stove and easier to put 
on than a pair of pajamas. It seems cer- 
tain that this type suit will appear about 
the time they’re pushing us into the water 
in a waterproof wheelchair. 

Meanwhile, wetsuits seem to be like 
the old cliche about men/women . . . “can’t 
live with them, can’t live without them.” IN 

— Dave and Sue Millhouser 
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Not that we're suggesting you don't 
need your brain. 

However, the Aladin Nitrox takes 
care of all the complex calculations 
required to dive on Oxygen ennched 
air. So your brain is free to do other 
things. Like enjoy the dive. 

As with all dive computers, the 
Aladin Nitrox lets you maximize your 
bottom time by taking advantage of 
multi-level diving calculations. 

Like the Aladin Air X, it adapts to an 
individual diver’s behavior and calculates 
how much air you will need to get to 
the surface. 

Program in your increased Oxygen 
level, and the Aladin Nitrox gives you a 
significantly extended bottom time. 

The Aladin Nitrox lets you dive on 
air or program in an amount of Oxygen 
from 22% to 50%, in 2% increments. 

Because a PC is not required to 
change the O, mixture, you can dive on 
different mixtures throughout the day. 
The Aladin Nitrox simply recalculates 
your bottom times, when you change 
the Nitrox mixture. 

The Aladin Nitrox estimates the 
Oxygen uptake according to workload 
and has a CNS clock to keep an eye on 
Oxygen toxicity. 

Also the maximum partial pressure 
of Oxygen can be programmed via a PC. 

The Aladin Nitrox does all the 
calculations in its brain so you don't 
have to do them in yours. 

Naturally, there are a few technical 
details you should know about Nitrox 
before you use the Aladin, and these 
are taught at any number of specialized 
dive centers. 

All in all, the most trying thing about 
the Aladin Nitrox is deciding where you 
should dive. 
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ORIGINATORS OF THE ALADIN. 























apollo EX dry suit 


— WITH FOOT VALVES 





The patented mini boot valve is ultra 
compact yet as sensitive as the super EX 
valve. This system prevents air trapping 
and dangerous uncontrolled ascents. 
Perfect for either the new or the experi- 
enced diver who needs to maintain prop- 
er trim and buoyancy in tight spaces. 


¢ exclusive patented mini foot valve 

* super EX valve 

° 360 degree turret inlet valve adapts to 
any configuration 

¢ 3.5mm small cell neoprene for a wide 
range of temperatures without extra 
weight 

* custom tailoring creates a CAD pattern 
based on 32 personal measurements 
to insure perfect fit 

* tough knee pads and low profile boots 

* integrated suspenders improve topside fit 





super EX valve 


This revolutionary new design will 
automatically react to pressure 
changes as small as one_ inch. 
It may be easily set for either 
automatic or manual mode and 
can be field stripped in seconds 
for simple maintenance. 
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44 Montgomery St., Suite 3065 
san Francisco, CA 94104 
1-800-231-0909 

we (415) 392-9143 
ee FAX (415) 398-1776 








http://www.apollo-sportscom 





